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come to you, as it is for you 
to wiſh it, Madam, I ſhould 


: and have procured my felf 
| that Pleaſure ; but you know 
1 am not Miſtreſs of my Deſtiny, I muſt 
follow that of _ 9 as he muſt 
' _obey © 


uy 
bh 
* 


F it were as eaſi 2 for me 8 


have been with you long fince, © 


2 
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obey his, where · ever the King's Orders com- 
mand 9 — after this, there can be 
Blame im to me on that Account. If am 
not dale 9 to you my long- 
ing Deſt ſee you again, it is becauſe: 
jeve ye 8 me the Juſtice to be fully 
perſuaded of it; I know nothing of our 
Journies, whether they will end here, © or 
whether we muſt extend them further, 
where - ever I am, you are ſure to have a moſt 
faithful Friend. Whatever Pleaſure I take 
in Travelling, there is no; Pay paſſes I can 
aſſure you, but I Pan y ſelf witk y ou; 
neither have the Pleaſures of Paris, or Ver- 
failles any Share in that Wiſh: A Counſellor 
of this Parliament, who is lately arrived 
from Paris, and who, if we may believe 
him, was an Ocular, Witneſs of what paſ- 
1ed. at Court, told me a_Circumſtance you 
have not mentioned. He ſays, that Day 
the Chancellor's Lady gave the magnificent 
Ball to the Dutcheſs of  Burganty, this Prin- 
ceſs ſent her Coach and Six Horſes, early 
in the Morning, to the College, to fetch 
Father ie Conte: The Jeſuit being ſurprized, 
asked, at his Arrival, why ſhe would Con- 
fels her ſelf at a Time deſtin d to other 
Matters ? The Princeſs anſwered, No, Father, 
I did not ſend for you to Confeſs me to 
Day, but, you muſt immediately sketch me 
out a Draught of a Chineſe Habit; ag 4s 


Lirr aa M 
been in China, and Iwill this Evening be 
dreſs di in that Country Manner at the 
Ball. The Conſeſſor proteſtedringenuoufly 
he had been more uſed to the Chueſe Men 
than the Women; however he was obliged 
to trate out the Figure, after which he w 
ſent back. The Chuntellor told me alſo he 
made one at theMafquerade,andwas dreſblike 
a Devil; with Three more of his Friends, wh 
took à Coach, and after they had appeared 
at Verſailles, they run from Ball to Ball at 

Farin, till thinking it Time to vetire, he 
he of going Home, the reſt leaving 
A as near his Lodgings as poſſible, where 
he knock'd hard, it being extreum cold, but 
was forted to redoable- his Strokes before 
he could wake a fat Servant Maid of the 
Houſe, who half afleep open d the Door, 
and crying Jeſu Maria, ſhut it wich all her 
Strength: The Counſellor never thought of 
of his Diabolical Dreſs, but wondred what 
ailed the Wench; he knock u till he was 

almoſt ſtarved ink Cold, and at laſt 
was forced to ſeek: 2 Lodging elfewhere': 
Walking along the Street he perceived 2 
Light in a Houſe, and by good: Luck the 
Door was not cloſe ſhut 3 entring he faw'a 
Coffin with Wax Candles burning about it, 
and a Friar faſt aſſeep over his Breviary by 
4 — Fire, the Room hung win 


* 


he 


. ber hu, but 


. 


od 
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Areadfully, while the Counſellor ſtarting 


he got as near the Grate as he could, and 
vith great Tranquility fell afleep in a Chair: 
In the mean Time the Monk waked, and 
made no doubt but the Devil was come for 
the dead Man; Upon which he roared out 


out of his Sleep, and frighted, believed 
alſo the dead — was got up and going 
co fall upon him; but recovering bisreigbe 
he conſidered his own: Dreſs was the Occa 

ſion of all this Terror, and beg chou 
Day break, and not far from the Brokers, 
he — his Habit. and returned to his 
Quarters, where he had not much Trou- 
ble 2 he was told the fat Wench 
was very ſick of 4 Viſit the Devil had 


made her, Which cauſed her Illneſs: e ſaid 


nothing of his being the Dæmon, but it 
ſpread | all. about that Part of the Town, 
that the Devil had come to fetch Mr. ſuch 
a one. The Confeſſor affirmed it, and that 
-which gave it Credit was, his being ian Ex- 
eiſe Officer a Profeſſion but little ſuſpected 
for any great Intereſt in a better World. 
Thus — odd Stories are ſpread 
-Abroas, and we receive them upon Fruſt. 
The Oounſellor acquaimed me with many 
entures which he met with at 


| Paris, rs wiſh he had the Honour to be 


{known to you, being ſure it would/beagree- 
_ to both; — is — Man, but 


you ; 


, 


X 
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you muſt excuſe the Gaſconades of hi; 
Country. Lent has ended the Pleaſures of 
our . houloufran Ladies; and although they, 
began again after Eaſter, yet not with that 
Spirit as in the Carnaval, in which it is 
not over ſecure · going in the Streets: They 
let dowa the Coach Glaſſes, for fear they 
ſhould be broke by the Multitude of Sugar- 
Plumbs which are throw n at thoſe in them; 
no Body ſtays at Home at ſuch Times, the 
Sh opkeefiers — their Shops, the Servants 
are diſpens d with from obeying theix Maſters, 
and all the reſt run about Streets from Morn- 
ing till Night, the Ladies in Ooaches, and 
the Gentlemen on Horſeback, the Mob 
a · foot; others ride Mask d in Carts, where 
they repreſent the Seaſons, or the Five 
Senſes, the Paſſions, &c. with Papers of 
printed - - Verſes to explain them, which 
they throw into the Ladies Coaches; be- 
ſides all this, thoſe; who: have Miſtreſles on 
thoſe Days give them the Maſs-pain, which 
is a Box as large as a Trunk, Wi By 
Sweet-meats, and cover d with. fine | 
Stuff, ſufficient to make a Petticoat tied full 


of Knots of Gold Ribbon for 2 compleat 


Suit; this Maſs pain is carried about either 
on Horſeback, or in a Chaiſe; and hen it 
been ſufficiently admired, and they have 
thrown about their Verſes in her Praiſe for 
whom it is deſigned, mY preſented to Mete | 


on Let Tr x XXI. 
the Place where there is moſt Company, 
by People Mask'd. When they have faun- 
tred about the Streets all Day, they run to 
the Balls at Night; and at the rate they 
live, no Body could endure the Fatigue, if 
Leut did not ſea ſonably intervene to ſtop 
their Madneſs : Vet every Seaſon has here 
Its Pleaſures, but ſomething more Moderate; 
every Sunday i in Lext they celebrate the Fes. 
neſlra in one of the Suburbs of the Ciry ; 
in that called Baſacle they eat Oyſters; in 
others, other Things; but the fineſt Fexe- 
ra is in the Suburb of St. Severin, where is 
their Cours (or Hide-Park); all the Ladies 
meet there on Eaſter-Monday, dreſsd to 
their / greateſt Advantage, and the Gentle. 
men on Horſeback, managing their Horſes 
with theirutmoſt Addreſs by the Coach Sides, 
a Multitude of Men on Foot, ſome like Pa- 
ſtry. Cooks Apprentices, others like Shep- 
herds, every one carrying a Feneſtra on his 
Head, a Fereftra- being a large but excellent 
Cake, cover d with —— and ſtuck 
thick with Lemons- Chips, upon a Pye· Peel 
ſurrounded with little Ribbons and odd Toys, 
the whole as much as onecanwellcarry, which 
dancing they ſhoorinto the Ladies Coaches, 
fo thar the Two Ends of the Cake come 
our at both Doors; but this Preſent has no 
particular Meaning, "being given to married 
;- mm as well as to Maids.” 1 enquired 
n 


LIT TEIA XXI. "= 
whence the Original of this Cuſtom was 
derived, and was told it came from a de- 
vout inſtitution: I had obſerved it began 
with firſt hearing Maſs in a Church in the 
Suburb where they were to be merry; and 
alfo, that the Sacrament was expoſed _ 
2 but did not imagine theſe Junket- 

tings ſucceeded the Love-· Feaſts whieh the 
Primitive Chriftians formerly made near 
the Graves of the Martyrs; yet this is what 
they told me, and what the Word Feueſtra 
ſignify d, in Iko not what Language. 
enquired further the Meaning of Baſacle, 
where they eat the Oyſters, and found it 
was another Suburb, which took its Name 
from a Mill of prodigious Greatneſs, inha- 
bited by abundance of Gentry with long 
Ears, This Mill is one of the Curioſities 
of Thonlouſe, and 1 recollectedtl had read a 
kind of Relation concerning it, in Monſieur 
du Puis Amours, Intrignes, aud Friendſhips, 
This, Madam, is all I have to return you at 
preſent for the fine Stories you have favou- 


kes me with; ther ef ehe We i 


LHliſpital is wonderful, one could hardly 
beter that a Fart, for we muſt call a Spade 
a Spade, ſhould raiſe alittle Citizens Daugh- 
ter to a Throne, or at leaſt to be a King's 
Wife, and yet to this ill Wind ſhe owes all 
her Elevation, I cannot enough admire the | 
22325 of JO nor 155 un wars of * 

: out 


*- 
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ſhe may be made favourable; in truth it is a 
Folly to torment our ſelves to ſearch for her, 
for he that lies in Bed, expecting her, is in 
Opinion the wiſeſt, and it happens ſome- 
times ſhe comes to us in our Sleep. The 
Courier, who is juſt arrived from Roufillon, 
brings the. News of the King of Spain's 
Death. I doubt not but it will occaſion 
great Changes, and perhaps a new War; 
our Troops are on the Frontiers, and appa- 
rently they were ſent thither to ſupport the 
Right of our Princes to that Succeſſion. 
I. beſeech you inform me what paſſes at 
Court on this Subject; they ſay — all 
Things are ſettled long ago, and that there 
is a Treaty of Partition, _ which the Spa- 
wiſh Monarchy. is divided.: ] doubt much 
whether the Spaniards will conſent to it; 
they raiſe many Arguments here, and ſome 
lay Wagers ; for my -part L wait patiently 
what will be the Iſſue. As to the reſt, you 
have acquainted me with nothing con- 
cerning the Camp of Campe igne; there is a 
Play made of it already, which I have ſeen 
here, neither have you given me any Ac- 
_ count of Madam Tiguet, whoſe Execution 
made ſuch a Noiſe at Paris; as I would lole 
nothing, I entreat you to ſend me the Cir- 
cumſtances; you know; your Promiſe, to 
Write me all that happens in my Abſence, 
- #heretore I challenge your Word as on m 
Side, I keep mine by an Account of al 
done here. Jam. LE T- 


SS a7, 


F * 5 A Mi 4 


; Have now gd Rang News 
8 to tell you, which occaſit 10ns 
our Poets to exerciſe their Ta» 
_- lents, the King of Spain's 
IN EP: Death opens a Scene fill'd with 
* great Events, and without Ap- 
pearance of their being bloody. This Mo- 
narch, as you know without doubt, has. 
named the Duke of Anjou for his Succeſſor, 
andehe Spaniſh Nation has, demanded him 
with Earneſtneſs : You were rightly infortn- 
ed there was a Treaty of Partition, but the 
Will of King Charles makes; that Treaty 
null, our King too. well underſtands his 
Intereſt, to be content with a Part when he 
may. have the Whole. ITbe Thing how- 
ever was . deliberated in "Coundil, and 
was determin d according to the King's In- 
Fee none but Monſieur de Tor) mo 
_—_— 


n 
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of a contrary Opinion, he alone being for 
the Partition ; but as one Swallow makes no 
Summer, his Sentiments were of no Weight, 
The Kiog has declared Monſieur D' Avjoa 
Nigg of Spain; and now that Prophetick 
Saying is made good, which has run about, 
That the Dauphin ſhould be Son of a King, 
 avd Father of a King, wit haut being a King. 
The King the other Day mentioning it to 
him, the Dapphin replied, he hoped he 
ſhould ſay all, his Life long, The King my 
Father, <4 the. King my Sonu, Madamoiſelle 
de Scudery made ſome Verſes ypon it, which 
have Fire enough in them for a, , Muſe 
F. ourſcore and thirteen Years 8 


Long I foretold my Heroe's Golden —.— 5 
Should o er the Earth extend, and rolling Main. 
But that which fils my Soul with ave Content, 
Is that IT live to ſee. = bleſt Event. 
Madamoiſelle de Scudery ſent un 
ſes to Madam 4 Alcirac, be. retur ne 
theſe which follow ). 
8 ppho, 1 Prophereſs ! . 
7 ho Things obſcure bringf from Times dark 
Receſs: © 
This's reat Event could not be bid from: Ta n 
Thus 7 bings foreknown by thee, to us are nem. 
L ſhould write a Volume inſtead of a Letter, 
ſhould [ undertake to ſend you all that 2 


LST TEIA XXII. 11 
been written on this Subject, there being 
both good and bad; and if I did nat fear 80 
be thought a ſcurvy. Endeaypurer-at Wit, 
| I ſhould tell you Philip the ſiſth was covered 
with Rhy mes, as Philip the ſecond 9 
Lice; even Paſguis would haue his 
ling Merforio there was no 
Court of Frauce to play, at Berland, for 
there are three Kings in Hand, and one 
turned up; the King turned up is the.Prince 
of Conti, who is returned from Poland; he 
at St. Germains, and our — at Verſailles 
compleating the Number three. The. K 
of Spain is come to ſhow, himſelf here, and 
receive the Acclamations of the N he 
has been at Notre Dame, and the Pallais 
Royal, and every where he received the Ho- 
nours due to him; the King gives him the 

Right Hand when he dines in Publick with 
him, and treats him with, Tour Maj eſiy, ſay- | 
ing, Sire, this is good, will your Majeſty 
taſte of this Diſn? The Dauphin eroſſing 
the Room ſaid, his Catholic Majeſty 
long at Table; all theſe Reſpects abundant - 
ly — the Spaniards who are here; I di- 
ned with a Grande called Med iua de as 
Torres, who was everjoy d with the Honours 
ſnew'd his King. There was the Spaniſb 
Ambaſſa dor s 3 Lady called Donne 
Catherina, a mighty pretty little Creature, 
rr 
2 5 jy h 


Jeſt, tel· 
ao going to the 


gr ” ** IP Ty * "en * ä | | x 
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vrho told me ſhe was at Per/ailes the [ 
on which the Duke of Arjen was — 
ed King, and deſiring to be the firſt Spaniſh 
Lady who ſhould: hive the Honour to kiſs 
his Hand, the” fell on her "Knees for that 
Putpoſe, according to the Cuſtom of her 
Country ; the polite and gallant Prince 
Would have taken her up; drawing back 
his Hand, which ſnie woe not let go, but 
followed him on her Knees till he was ob- 
liged to give it her to get out of hers; they 
told him it was the Faſnion in Spain, and I 
believe he will not be again ſo cruel. The 
late King of Spain has given him a Wife 
in his Will, though it is thought he will — 
accept of her; dut the Duke of 8 
Daughter is like to carry the Point before 
the Emperor s. "Beſides 'fome © Reaſons 
of State which may lead him that way, 
he may find alſo ſome others: The Dut · 
cheſs of Burgundy told the King of Spain, 
when ſhe took her Leave at Seaux, ſhe de- 
fired him to remember ſhe had a Siſter who 
Was à very lovely Princeſs, and they ſay 
the Arch Dutcheſs has no ſuch Character 
for Beauty. I have ſaid nothing to you of 
the magnificent Entertainment the Duke of 
Maine gave the Spariſb King at Seaux, the 
Day 2 his Departure; the Mercury Galant 
will inform you, and I love not ſaying what 


others have ſaid; eoly [ acquaint you, the 


n : whole 
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whole, Coutt and City w | . 
among the reſt, where =— Eng been 
vate Diſcourſe with the King of Spain, an 

having given him his Inſtructions, tendexly 
_ embracing; him, he left him in the Dauphin s 
Arms, ho wept in parting with that dear 
Son, follou ing him at a di f 
ing his Handkerchief to his Eyes; but the 
King pull d him by the Arm, ſaying, Ny 
Son, whither go you? and brought him 
back to the Apartment. Iwegt down. 


tg ſee the young King take Coach, and 


obſerv d when he did me the: Honour, to ſ 
lute me, his Eyes were extream red: [ did 
not wonder at it, he knew what he 
but not what he was going to. As we were 
overjoyed at his coming to that Crown, ſo 


we were as much afflicted at his Departure; 


every one wept except the Princes, his Bro- 


thers, who were glad of au Opportunity to 
travel with m to the Spamſ# Frontiers. 


The Duke of Berry, with his uſual Vivacity, 
ſaid to the Duke of Rurgundy, Do yon 
know, Brother, ; why the Ring makes us ac 
company the King of Spain; Yes, an- 


ſwered that Prince, that we might continue 


together as long as poſſible, and at the 
ſame time ſee the Country: You have 
not hit it, replied the Duke of Berry, it is 
to ſnow the Spaniards he has given them 
the beſt n 5 Tha inks: of May 
fl 


ſtance, and hold- 
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Aid not ſeem pleaſed with what was ſaid, 
ſnewed got * his Reſentment till they 
returned The King of Spain, fatigued 
with ſo many Harangues made him at Pars, 

arrived at Chartres the firft-Days Journey: 

he thought he muſt endure one there alſo; 

but tlie Corates! who was to he the Orator, 

found a pleaſunt wiy to harangue him, he 

alter d a few Words in an old Chriſtmas 
Carol; and after ſaying to him, Sir, Long 

q hes inconvenient, and Speech- 
makers eroubleſorne, I will only tell your Ma- 
y that and then fung 45 FONG 10 


* a N Are 9391 
The Falk of Charzres and Moalems. 
Are a full glad and mighty. merry, 11 
To ſee their Manarch's Grand(on call d to Spain, 
ue Iberian Greatneſs to maintain. FI 
* may be ever reign ſecu r 

: Amidſt Delight x Laughter, 1 
pA; long as Sun and Moon endure, 94 £41 
And Candle and Lanthorn after. 


This Harangue was ſo pleaſing to our young 
Princes, that a Courier going every Day to 
Perſailles to the King, they gave him an 

Account of it, and ſent him the old Curate's 
Song, at which the whole Court laugh d 
heartily, and every Lady learnt to ſing it: 
But the Courier who came from Orleans 
brought no fuch diverting News, for Mon- 

ſieur de Beauvilliers ſent him to the King, | 
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that in ſpite of all his Vigilance, the Kia 
ol. Spain had made Shipu teck of that-whicl 
they call Baptiſmal Innocence, which he 


had been obliged to keep till that Times 
for he had ſurprized the young Monarch in 


A Situation, which he deſired no Witneſa af, 
with his Nurſe's Neice ; he ſeeing him e@- 
| ter the Room, .cry'd, What, have 1 no 

Guards 2 The devout Governour, out of his 
Wis at this Adyenture and the Tone in 
which his Pupil \poke 59 him, made his 
Complaint to the King; but the Hypocri. 


like a cunning Courtier, tura'd the whole 
Story into a Farce, and the King alſo laugh d 


at it, which was the beſt way it could be 
taken, for the King of Spain was become 
his own Maſter. Monſieur de Beauvilliers 
would have © fent the young Woman to 


Paris: The young King was not of his 


Opinion, bur when they told him the was 
indiſpoſed, he ſaid travelling would do her 
9 and ordered her to follow him; and 
accordingly it mult be, notwithſtanding the 


Scrupuloſity of e \Beauviliers, who pre- 


tending want, of Health returned to Part 
ſoon after, quitting. the Field to the Ma- 
reſchal de Noailles, whoſe Devotion always 
complies with the Times; he was hereto- 
fore Intendant to J Fontange, therefore it 


9 IS 
W a3 2 
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is not to be admired if he could conform on 
Decaſion ; and thus it is People make their 
Fortunes. The Princes paſt thro a Toun 
I will not name, and had a Deſign to give 
4 Ball, to which Purpoſe they ſent to the In- 
tendant to borrow — Hall, who excuſed 
himſelf, 1 Ende not for what Reaſon, while 
the Mayor of the Town offered his Houſe 
to the Princes, and beat doun the Partitions 
to make it hold the Company; the Inten- 
Aagt was ſo ſilly as to come thither with 
his Wife in Maſquerade, where being ſoon 
diſcovered, the 
; they drew away their Chairs from 
. em; and being both very homely 
ſome Body took a Fancy to draw the Pi- 


Kurer of the Family in a Song, 1 way of | 


Queſtion and Anſwer. A Ot. 7 


50 bit 
This Intendant do you 1 bio 
Aud bis charming Wife Py ARSE Mos. "Re" 
Their beauteous Bantlin' do you 0 0 
Fruit of their tender Flame 1 trow — No. 
Did you a bare Arſe ever ſee: —— Vea; 
\ Then, by my Faith, you've ſeen all three. p 


This Song was no leſs ſung at Court than 
that of the old Curate of Chartres. But 
now we are ſpeaking of Arſes, it puts me 
in mind of the Song which the Dutcheſs 


de Maine made on the Dutcheſs of Montfort, | 


the Marqueſs D'Argear's Daughter. The 


were ſufficiently play'd up- 


- 


4 
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The Daughter of Angeau * 


Is like bim you know : 


© % 
* 
. 
4 192 4 


Ad Angeau has a Face 


24 Pery much like mine A—e: 5 | 


From whence I conclude, that Angeau s queer 
Daughter © 
Is as much like my arſe as are two Drops ff 
Mater. 
But to return to the Princes Travels, of 
which the King received an exact Account: 
We were told that after the King of Spain 
was delivered into the Grandees Hands who. 
came to meet him, the Dukes of Burgundy 
and Berry had a terrible Quarrel in their Re- 


turn: The King deſired they ſhould draw the | 


Plans of ſuch Towns where they made any, 
Stay, and ſend them to him, that he might 
judge of them: The King perceived the 
Duke of Berry ſucceeded better than the 


Prince his Brother, of whom the Duke of ; 
Burgundy grew ſo jealous, that finding him 
buſy'd in drawing a new Plan, he ma- 
liciouſly threw down the Ink upon it; the” 
young Duke, not to be behind hand with, 


him, went to his Apartment and poured a 

whole Bottle of the ſame upon his Drang des, 1 

The Duke of Burgundy, abuſing his Privilege. 

of Elderſhip, return'd it with a Box on the 

Ear, and there was _— to do to FOTO 
| al 


th 
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all Endeavours were uſed to reconcile this 
Matter, for which the Duke of Berry ſwore 
he would have Satisfaction. Mr. de Neoailles 
wo uld have perſwaded the Duke of Burgandy 
to deſire his younger Brother to excuſe it. 
but he could not prevail; and all he could 
obtain was to write a Letter to the Duke 
of Berry, and he would be the Bearer him- 
ſelf ; but the young Duke threw it in the 
Fire without opening it, ſaying he knew 
whence it came, and had no Buſineſs to 
open it : This made ſome dangerous. 
Conſequence be apprehended ; and the King, 
to prevent any ſuch, ordered the Duke of 
Burgundy to come Poſt to him, while the 
Duke of Berry came on by eaſy Journeys, 
with the Nobility which accompanied him. 
The King commanded them to be Friends, 
but I much doubt, as abſolute as he is, 
whether ever he will prevail with them to 
love one another, there is too ſtrong an An- 
tipathy between them, which, I have heard 
Monſicur de Beauvilliers ſay, gave him 2 
great deal of Trouble when. they were but 
Children; and that the Duke of Ai was: 
oſten employed to make up the Quarrels, 
between his two Brothers. The Duke of 
Berry is of à wonderful good Diſpoſition: 
A poor broken Officer complaining of his 
Neceſſity to him in a Town where he ſtaid 
two Days, the Duke told him he had not 

a ſingle 
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a ſingle Penny left to aſſiſt him, which 
troubled him very much; but on the Mor- 
row he ſhould receive ſome Money, and if 
he would meet him a Huntitg, he would 
ive him Sometlliing. The poer Officer 
iled not being at the Rendezvous, where 
as ſoon as this Prince ſaw him, he gave him 
a Purſe and Thirty Louis d'Ors, which was 
all he was allowed for his Pocket Money for 
that Whole Month: The Officer received 
this Aſſiſtance with great Joy, but a Seruple 
troubled him for fear it ſhould be'thovght 
he had decoy'd the young Prince; 'Wherefors 
he went to Monſieur de Noailles, and ac- 
quainted him with the whole Story, wg 
told him he might keep What was gi⸗ 
ven him. la the Evening the Princes 
plaid at Lanſquenet, but Monſieur e Berry 
refuſed to play, making ſeveral Excuſes to 
avoid it; at laſt, being preſs d, he told them 
plainly he had no Money; and being ask d 
what he had done with that he received in 
the Morning he told them he had given it 
to an Officer that was ruin'd by the Peace, 
and had rather retreneh his Pleaſures than 
ſee a Man, who had ſerved faithfully, ſtarve 
for Want. He was praiſed for the Action, 
and the King heard it with Delight. [ſhould 
never have done ſhould I tell you all the 
handſome Things the Duke of Berry every 
Day does and ſays. = but a while ſince 
8 2 he 
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he was drawing the Characters of his Bro- 
thers, and his own: The Duke of Burgundy, 
faid he, was born at Night, and we fee he 
is of a gloomy Temper ; the King of Spain 
was born in the Morning, and he is Vigi- 
lant, loves Hunting, and. the Manage of 
Horſes ; and I was-born at Noon, and love 
Company, and good Cheer, The King 
ask d him one Day, whether if he had been 
King of Spain, he would declare War 
with him, if he thought he had a Subject of 
Complaint: Doubt it not, Sir, ſaid he, if 
my Council thought it juſt, I ſhould 
declare. againſt your Majeſty. 1 don't 
think the King of Spain is of that Temper, 
for 1 believe he has carried a French Heart 
with him, even into that Country, though 
his Manners and Exterior are all Spaniſþ ; 
ſo that he has found the Secret to pleaſe 
every Body, and his new Subjects are ex- 
treamly fond of him. We hope all 
pu go ll though they ſay the Emperor 
as declared the Arch-Duke King of Spain; 
and that he has a Party in Madrid it ſelf 
who will make Head againſt the Cardinal 
Portecarero, who has crowned the Duke of 
Anjou ; if it be ſo, we ſhall {ee nothing but 
Kings by Pairs. If in my precedent Let- 
ters I have ſaid nothing to you of the Camp 
at Compiegne, tit was firſt becauſe I can't 
gel you all, and then it was nat worth 
while, 


LETTER XXII. 11 


while, it being but a Repreſentation of 
War, to ſhow the Princes the Exerciſe with- 
out the Danger, or more properly an Opera- 
War, ſuch as you ſaw in Alceſtes, &c, 
Dancourt has made a Play of ſome Ad- 
ventures. of Citizens, which they ſay haps 
pened in that Camp, but neither the 

Subject nor the Play is worth much. The 
Hiſtory of Madam Tiguet is exceeding mo- 
ving, but too long to enter into this Letter ; 
therefore if you pleaſe it ſhall ſerve for an- 
other Time; the mean while continue me 
the Honour of your Friendſhip, and be af- 
ſured That I have for you will never end 


but with my Life. wy 


. I an. * 
5 #5. 
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LETTER XXIII. 
From THOULOUSE. 


7 5 Have conſidered with great Plea - 
% 1 32 fore, Madam, all you have ob- 
8 8255 ſerved concerning the King of 

Spain, and the Princes his Bro- 
thers; as re are Circumſtances in your 
Letter, which the Publick Relations make 
no mention of, I have been obliged to lend 
it to all our Ladies here, who, to be in the 
the Faſhion, have learnt the Songs of the 
Curate of- Chartres, the Intendant, with 
that of D*Argeau's Daughter, which pleaſes 
them the more for being made by a Prin- 
ceſs. Yow will do me a Favour to ſend me 
all of her making, that I may uſe them on 
Occaſion. As we are ſituated here to re- 
ceive News from Spain, we have it very 
frequently: All ſay the Duke of 4e is 
much beloved ; this goes well if it laſt. 


The Countellor,whon! mentioned to you in 


- Fra 


venture he met with at Paris. One Day 
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my former Letter, told me a whimſical Ad- 


a Friend of his carried him into the 
Country with a Farmer-General's Wife, 
where they found another Lady whom 
they did not know, who came there alſo 
upon a Viſit. A little after a Gentleman 
came in, who paid his ReſpeR to that Lady 
as an Acquaintance, making her ſome Ex- 
caſes: To which the Lady anſwered, In- 
deed, M. le Marquis I ſhan't forgive you; 
and I cou'd never have thought you had 
been ſuch a Man, to come fo near Moncn, 
without calling in to fee how we id. The 
Marqueſs ask d a Thouſand Pardons ; the 
Farmer-GeneraP's Lady upon this interrupted 
them, and fell to ask her Friend how ſhe 
ſpent her Time. Why, indeed, ſaid the 
Lady, to tell the Truth, there is not much 
| Diverſion at Moxcn ; but then in the Neigh- 
bourhood of it there's a great deal of Pa- 
ſtime, and we recreate our ſelves ſufficiently. 
Our Counſellor knew not what to think of 
this Converſation ; but the Farmer-GeneraF's 
Lady, whiſpering him in the Ear, ſoon 


brooght him out of his Perplexity, telli 


him that that Lady was the Marchioneſs 
Moncu, and that Moncu was a Country-Seat 
of her's ſo call'd. [The Exgliſbꝰ Reader wilt 
de as much at a Loſs to underſtood this as 
the Counſelior was, unleſs he's inform'd, 

C 4 that 
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that Moncs ſignifies my Breech.] This Story 
made me laugh heartily ; I believe you'll 
do the ſame, excuſing its Indecency, 
which indeed is all its Merit. I wait 
with Impatience for the Hiſtory of Madam 
Tiquet, which you have promiſed me ; if it 
has not the Grace of Novelty, it will have 
that of Truth; and I delight not in 
ſpreading any falſe Stories, and leſs here than 
any where, which makes me ſo much eſteem 
your's. Iam confirmed in what you told 
me of Madam de Barbeſieux: Madam de 
Ategre her Mother is of this Country; that 
ſevere Judge the Preſident Donne ville was 
her Father, and conſequently Grandfather 
to Madam de Barbefieux. I Yeſterday ſaw 
the Preſident's Widow, ſhe is an extraordi- 
nary Perſon, and always to be treated as ſhe 
does herſelf, that is, always as ſick ; ſhe keeps 
a Phyſician in Penſion, and a Nurſe who ne- 
ver leaves her. Thus making her Life one 
continued Sickneſs, ſhe has found a way 
to perpetuate it, being, I believe, about a 
Hundred Years old. As ſhe is exceeding rich 
it ĩs eaſy to live as ſhe beſt pleaſes ; neither of 
her two Husbands, which ſhe had, could per- 
{wade her (he ever was well. Her firſt was 
af Monpellzer, and was called Monſieur de 
Crille, whoſe Temper not agreeing, they 
parted without  quarelling. Monſieur de 
Grille, being given to Gallantries, fell in 
TY | | | Love 
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Love with a fine Lady to ſuch a Degree, 
that he could never be comforted for her 
Loſs, ſhe dying of the Small-Pox, he in 
Deſpair hid himſelf in the Jacobins Church, 
where ſhe was buried. In the Evening one 
of the Brotherhood, who had the Care of 
putting Oil in the Lamps, was ſurprized to 
find Mr. de Grille, who offered him a Purſe 
with Four hundred Louis d'Ors, upon Con- 
dition he ſhould open the Grave of Ma- 
damoiſelle Daumelas, which was his Mi- 
ſtreſss Name, and in the other Hand held 
a Poniard, threatning to kill him if he re- 
fuſed ; the poor Monk was greatly per- 
plex'd, being alone, the Church Doors 
ſhut, and he had every Thing to fear 
from a Man in Deſpair ; and being neither 
willing to refuſe him, nor to grant his 
Requeſt, he told him the Stone, which 
covered her Grave, was too heavy to re- 
move without Help, but he would go and 
fetch ſome Monk who was his Friend: 
Monſieur Grille fell into this Trap, and was 
aſtoniſh'd to find the Brotherhood coming 
in Proceſſion ; they ſeiz d this diſconſolate 
Lover, and carried him Home, but there he 
ſtaid not long, for he made a Shift to throw 
himſelf out of a Window into the Street, in 
ſuch Haſte was he to go to his Miſtreſs in the 
other World: After this, never tell me 
no Man dies fer Love; you ſee Love _— 
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his Martyrs, and tho the Examples are rare, 
yet the Quantity does not alter the Species. 


Madam de Grille was not fo def perate to 


follow her Husband out of the World, but 
thought it better to continue here; and 
ſhe was in the right of it. Monſieur de 
Donneville married her, and letting her 
live her own way they agreed very well. 
The Preſident was extream ſevere, cauſing 
all Thieves and Robbers to be hang with- 
out Mercy; tor he knew they were much 
given to that Crime in this Country, and 
has own'd, if he had follow'd his Inclina- 
tions, he ſhould have been a Robber him- 


| felf, therefore reſolved to rectify Nature 


by Law; yet he could never accompliſh 
his Deſign, for it is not long fince the 
Youth had here a ſtrange kind of Practice, 
moſtiy the Sons of Councellors, who 
at Night went by Troops in the Streets, 
and made all they met deliver their Purſes; 
and aſterwards ki ſs their Back- ſides, as at 
Maſs they kiſs the Pattin when Hig go 

to the Offering. Theſe illuſtrious Sparks 
ftil'd themſelves the Xiſs-Breech Fraterni- 
ty, a terrible one for poor Paſſengers, 


the Parliament were forced to take Order 


about it, but no Body was puniſh'd, becauſe 
every one of them had a Son, or a near 
Relation among them; ſo that the Pardon 


was general. 1 wonder not the King of 
efi] Spain 
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Spain was jaded with ſo many Ha- 
rangues; for poor I was much tired my 
ſelf with them, being obliged to hear 
them, Going ſome time ſince to 
Town not far off, they ſtopd my Coacl 
at the Gate to hear the Mayor and Conſuls 
complement me.in great Ceremony in their 
Sunday Cloaths ; the Mayor begins wit 
wiſhing he had the Eloquence of Cicero, ant 
ſuch kind of Stuff: Prithee, Monſieur, faid I, 
let us leave Cicero, and without expecting I 
ſhould anſwer with Demoſthenes, let the Gates 
be opened that I may go in and refreſh my 
ſelf: The Mayor anſwer'd, he wiſh'd he 
had a Palace to offer me, but prayed me to 
accept their little Houſes. There was in 
my Coach an Abbot, who has a great deal 
of Wir, and who being minded to daſh the 
Mayor, told him he had a great deal of 
Aſſurance to offer to put me into Bedlam. 
[The Fresch call their Bedlam the Little 
Houſes. } The poor Fellow thought he had 
_ offended me, but much more when my 
Husband called him to an Account on ſome 
publick Matters: which concerned the King; 
then he could never be perſwaded but that 
it was his bad Harangue had brought 
this Diſgrace upon his Head. I don't 
ſend you the Speech the Biſhop of Niſmes 
made to the Princes, not doubting you 
have ſeen it at Paris; all agree it is incom- 
c | parable 
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rable. Sincerely, I think, there is but one 
Abbot Flechier in the World : They fay al- 
ſo he pronounced it with ſuch a Grace as 
was aſtoniſhing in a Man who has neither 
Action, Mien, nor Voice, which are the 
three moſt neceſſary Things in an Orator, 
and yet he out-did the fineſt Speakers. What 
giv es him this Advantage, is, 3g he ſpeaks 
ings While moſt of our Wits ſay but 
Wark. Farewell, Madam, Love me as 
much asI do you; and believe Iam, with- 


out Compument, your own. 
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22 Perceive, Madam,you will give 
GS menoQyarter till you * the 


Carlier, who left her 500000 Livres, 
and as many to her Brother, who is a Cap- 
tain in the Guards. She was an Orphan at 
Fifteen Years of Age: Being young, beau- 
tiful and rich; ſhe could not want Lovers, 
but Monſieur Ti iguet was preferred to all his 
Rivals, by making his Miſtreſss Aunt his 
Friend, to whom he gave Forty Thouſand 
Livres: This Aunt took Care to repreſent 
his Courtſhip to the greateſt Advantage, 
and having ſent Madamoiſelle Carver 
5 Noſegay, in which were F lowers ane | 
"RM 
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ſed of Diamonds; his generous Procedure 
ſo touch d her Heart, ſhe reſolv'd to follow 
her Aunt's Advice in marrying him, whom 
ſhe believed very rich, the Noſegay he had 
preſented her being worth Fifteen Thouſand 
Crowns, for fo much it coſt. Monſieur 
Tiguet was a _ Counſellor of Parliament. 
The Marriage at firſt was happy; they had 
a Son and a Daughter, and lived very high, 
the Lady loving Expence, and believing her 
Husband at leaſt as rich as her telf,as he had 
perſwaded her, and dared not undeceive her 
in that Opinion, but at length it could not 
be avoided. Madam Tiguet found he was 
fo far from being her Equal in Fortune, that 
all the Expence of his Courtſhip was paid 
out of her's : This brought a Diviſion be- 
tween them, and Madam Tiquet perceiving 
her Riches Decreaſe, demanded a Separa- 
tion; her Husband, on his part, eom- 
plain'd of her Familiarity and Commerce 
with Monſieur de Mongeorge, a Captain in 
the Guards, obtaining the King's Letter to 
ſhur her in a Convent, which Letter his 
Wife threw in the Fire, and when he came 
for another he met only with Laughter; 'his 
Lady obtain'd a Separation of Eſtates, con- 
tinuing to ſee Monſieur Mongeorge. Her 
Husband and ſnhe lived in the fame Houſe, 
but had their ſeparate Apartments, Three 
Years paſſing in this manner with great 
Coldneſs, 
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Coldneßs, but without any publick Noiſe. 
One Day, viſiting the Counteſs D Aunoi, Ma- 
dam Tiguet came in, and, ſeeming diſturbed, 
was asked what ailed her; ſhe anſwered, ſne 
had paſs'd part of the Day with the Devil 3 
then Fig Madam D 4unoi, You have had 
wicked Company: I mean, reply'd Ma- 
dam Tiguet, when 1 ſpeak of the Devil, I 
have been with aWoman who tells Fortunes: 
And what has ſhe told you, faid the Coun»: 
teſs e Abundance of good Things, ſaid 
Madam Tiguet; {he has aſſured me in Two 
Months 1 ſhall be above all my Enemies, 
and in a Condition not to fear their Malice, 
and perfectly happy; but added ſhe, you 
ſee, Madam, I cannot depend upon this, 
for | can never have Quiet as long as Mon- 
ſieur 7iquet lives, and he is too well to de- 
pend upon ſuch a quick Deliverance: Up- 
on which ſhe returned Home, and ſpent the 
Evening with the Counteſs de Senonville." 
Monſieur Tiguet had much diſpleaſed her, 
by turning away a Porter — 5 ſhe liked 
and truſted more than any Body <«lie ; he 
took that Office upon himſelf, lecking the 
Doors, and putting the Keys under his Pil- 
low. One Evening, according to his Cu- 
ſtom, he was at Madam Villemeurt, when 
Madam de Senoville, who lodg'd in the 
Houſe with him, reſolved to vex him, and 
ſtay out * till * was in Bed, that ſne 
| might 
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might make him riſe and let her in; but his 
Hour being paſs d, and he not come, they . 
knew not what to think of it; on a ſudden 
they heard a Cry of Murther, and a Shot 
of a Piſtol. Madam Tiguets Servants run- 
ning out at the Noiſe, found it was their 
Maſter, and acquainted their Miſtreſs, tel- 
ling her he was carried back to Madam Vil- 
lemurs, whither ſhe went, but they would 
not fuffer her to ſee him. He not being dead, 
the Commiſſary of the Quarter examined 
him, and asked if he had any Eenmies ; he 
anſwer d, he had none but his Wife. The 
Woundswere not mortal, tho he received five : 
One of them was very near his Heart, but 
he being frighted,and conſequently his Heart 
contracted, it took not ſo much Space as it 
would naturally have done, and ſo eſcap'd be- 
ing pierc d, his Fear having ſaved his Life. 
Madam Tiguet went next Day to Madam 
D Aunois, to hear what was ſaid of her A- 
broad, that Lady keeping good Company : 
Madam D' Aunois ask d her, if Monſieur Ti- 
guet knew any of thoſe who aſſaſſinated him. 
Ah! Madam, replied Madam Tiguet, tho 
he did know them he would not tell, for it is 
I that am aſſaſſinated now. Madam D' Aunois 
told her ſhe ought to get the Porter ſecur'd, 
who was lately diſcharg d, for the Suſpici- 
on fell upon him. As ſoon as Madam 75 


ef 
came Home, ſhe received Advice to = 
| her 


Deira 2 
her ſelf, for that otherwiſe ſhe would be taken 
up ; this Advice being repeated every Day, 
without her making any Advantage of, on 
the Eighth Day a Theatin Friar came into 
her Chamber, telling her ſhe had no Time 
to loſe, for ſhe would be immediately ar- 
reſted, unleſs ſhe put on a Theatiw's Habit 
which he brought her, and went into a 
Chair, which waited in the Court for her: 
The Chairman having Orders to carry her 

to a Place where a Poſt-Chaiſe waited for 
her alſo with ſome Perſons, who would 
convey her ſafely to Calais, from whence 
they would ſend her to England; but ſhe 
look'd upon all this as ſo many Snares laid 
for her by her Husband, to get rid of her 
and oblige her to leave her Eſtate. « Thus 
ſhe refus d all the Theatin's Offers, reſol- 
ving to ſtand it. The next Day Madam 
de Senonville went to ſee her, and when the 
Vas going away, Madam Tiguet deſir d her 
to ſtay, for they were coming in a Moment 
to ſeize her, and ſhe ſhould be glad not to 
be alone among that Rabble, ſhe had hardly 
ſpoke theſe Words when the Lieutenant-Cri- 
minal appear'd, follow'd with his Myr- 
midons. Madam Tiguet told him he had 
no Occaſion for ſuch a Company, for ſhe 
expected him with a ſteady Mind, and he 
need not fear, for ſhe would go with him; 


but deſir'd he would ſecure her Furniture, 
| 1 lo 
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ſo having embrac d her Son, whom ſhe ex- 
treamly fov'd, the gave him ſome Money 
to divert himſelf, bidding him have no fear 
for her, and taking her leave of Madam 
Seuon ville, ſhe went into the Coach with the 
Lieutenant Criminal; paſſing through the 
Street ſhe ſaluted a Lady of her Acquain- 
taintance, and ſeemd no more concern d 
than if ſne was making a Viſit; but they 
fay ſhe chang'd Colour when ſhe came near 
the Priſon, where her Proceſs was made 
ſoon after. A fcoundrel Fellow call'd A. 
guſtus appear d againſt her, and of his own 
accord declar d, that Three Years before, ſhe 
had given him Money to aſſaſſinate Monſieur 
Tiquet : The Porter who was diſcharg'd hav- 
ing manag d that Affair, which Porter was 
ſeiz d as well as Madam 7riquet, Auguſtus 
was confronted with him, and-avowed the 
Thing, and Madam Tiguet was condemn'd 
to be Beheaded for a Defign the form d 
Three Years before, without any Proofs of 
having a Hand in the late Attempt: But 
there is a Statute call'd The Statute of Blots, 
which makes it Death for a Woman to con- 
trive the Death of her Husband, upon 
which Madam Tiguet was condemn'd, and 
the Parliament confirm'd the Sentence. Her 
Husband being curd'of his Wounds went 
to Verſailles with his Son and Daughter to 
beg his Wive's Pardon of the King, which on 
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his refuſing, he beg d the Confiſcation of her 
Eſtate, and thereby as the King ſaid, ſpoild the 
Merit of his Interceſſion. Many others beg d 
Madam 7 #quet's Pardon, but our Archbiſhop 
repreſented to the King, that if he granted 


it, no Husband could live in Security, and 


that the great Penitentiary would. hear no- 
thing elſe when apply d to in refery'd Caſes, 
but of Women attempting upon their Hug- 
band's Lives; all this while Madam 7igquet 
poſitively deny d the Fact; ſhe was con- 
demn'd on Corpus Chriſti Eve, but her Exe- 
cution was deferr'd till the Day after the 
Feaſt ; ſhe was that Day brought by Five of 
the Clock in the Morning before the Judges, 
ſhe asking, what! will this Buſineſs never end: 
She was anſwer d by thoſe. that brought 
her, Very ſoon: Madam: Then they carry d 
her into the Chamber of the Rack where 
ſhe found the Lieutenant Criminal, who. bid 
her fall upon her Knees, and ordered the 
proper Officer to read her Sentence. A 
Counſellor, and a Friend of mine being pre- 
ſent, obſerv'd Madam Tiguet, to ſee if her 
Courage would not forſake her at the pro- 
nouncing ſo terrible a Doom; he aſſur d me 
ſhe ſuffer d it without Changing her Coun- 


tenance: When this was done, the Lieu-. | 


"tenant Criminal made a pathetick Diſcourſe 
to her, of the Difference between thoſe. 
Days, during which ſhe had ſpent her Time 
2 D & 1 
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in all Worldlike Pleaſures; and this Day 
filled with Horrors, which was the laſt of 
her Life, exhorting her to make the beſt 
uſe of the little Time remained, and pre- 
vent her being put to the Torture to 
which ſhe was condemn'd, by confeſling 
her Crime. Madam Tiguet anſwer d, with- 
out being moved, that ſhe was ſenſible of 
the Difference between that Day, and 
"thoſe ſhe had formerly paſs d, ſince ſhe ap- 
pear d defore him in the Poſture of a Sup- 
pliant, and he well knew the had not 
been always ſuch, adding, That ſhe was 
ſo far from looking on that Day which 
would terminate her Life, with Horror, that 
ſhe beheld it as that which would put an 
End to all her Misfortunes, and they ſhould 
ſee her mount the Scaffold with the fame 
Firmneſs ſhe had mintained when they read 
her Sentence to her, but ſhould never find 
the Weakneſs in her to accuſe her ſelf of a 
Crime which ſhe had not committed,” to 
avoid any Torment, whether more or leſs. 
The Magiſtrate ſtill exhorted her not to 
ſuſſer more than ſhe needs muſt ; but ſhe 
perſiſting in her Denials, they pat her to 
the Torture: The ſecond Pot of Water for- 
cing her to fay what they pleaſed, the deſi- 
ted to be releaſed from the Pain. Then 
they asked her if Monſieur Mongeorge was 

not concern d in the Deſign to aſſaſhnate her 

1 i aum 2 
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Husband ? She reply'd, Monſieur Mongeorge 
was too brave and honeſt a Man, and that 
ſhe ſhould have been afraid to loſe his Eſteem, 
if ſhe had but communicated ſuch an En- 
terprize to him. The whole City was at- 
tentive to the Event of this Affair, and 
when it was known it was to terminate at 
the common Place of Fxecution, every 
one hired Windows at ſuch a Rate, that 
fome Houſes feteh'd as much Money as they 
colt Building; beſides, abundance of Scaf- 
folds were built, the Town and Court go- 
ing to ſee this Spectacle. I was in one of 
the Windows, and ſaw poor Madam 7rquet 
arrive at the Place about Five of the Clock, 
all in white, with her Porter in the ſame Cart, 
and the Curate of St. Sulpice who fate by 
her Side, it raining ſo faſt when ſhe' came, 
that they were ſain to ſtay the Execution, 
and ſhe remained in the Cart till the Rain 
was over, having the Materials of her Death 
before her Eyes, and a Mourning Coach 
with her own Horfes, which waited for her 
Body. All this did not fright her ; when 

ſhe aſcended the Scaffold, ſhe reach'd ont 
her Hand to the Executioner to help her, 
and piving it to him, carryd it to her 
Mouth, that ſhe might not ſeem to want 
Civility. When ſhe was upon the Scaffold, 
one would have thought ſhe had ſtudied her 
Part, ſhe kiſling the Block, and obſerviog 
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all the Ceremony, as if ſhe had only been 
going to act a Play, in ſhort, never was 
more Firmneſs and Conſtancy ſeen, the Cu- 
rate of St. Sulpice ſaying ſhe died like a 
Chriſtian Heroine ; the Executioner was ſo 
confounded, that he fail'd, and returned Five 
Times, before he could ſever her Head from 
her Body: Her Body was carry'd to St. Sal- 
pice's where her Husband did her all the Ho» 
nours in his Power,imitating the Duke of Ma- 
zarine, who could never endure his Wile while 
ſhe lived, but ſent for her Body to England 
at great Expence, to place it in a rich Tomb. 
"Tis ſaid that Dutcheſs dy'd very gallantly, 
how chriſtianly I know not, and that Mon- 
ſieur de St. Evermont had corrupted her 
Mind; but this is not what we are upon at 
preſent. When this Execution was at Paris, 
Monſieur Hongeorge being at Verſailles, wal 
ked very melancholly in the Park; In the 
Evening the King told him, he was glad 
Madam Tiguet had juſtify'd him in the Opi- 
nion of the Publick, aſſuring him he never 
ſuſpected him. The poor Lover thank d 
him, and beg d his Permiſſion to leave the 
Kingdom for Eight Months, to digeſt his 
Sorrow, which was granted him; Monſieur 
Ziguet was eaſily comforted for his Wive's 
Death, by which he gain d the Confiſcati- 
on of her Eſtate, but he was never valued 
by any Lady. Madam 7iquet's Brother did 

| | - every 


LI TTEI XXIV. 39 
every Thing imaginable to ſave het, both 
before and after her Impriſonment, and 
might perhaps have ſucceeded, if ſhe would 
have done her Part, They ſay alſo, if 
ſhe had refiſted the Torture without Con- 
feſſion, the King would have pardoned her; 
but it was her Deſtiny that ſhe ſhould be 
an Example to all Intriguing Ladies. The 
King was much diſpleaſed the Women went 
to fee the Execution, and told feveral of 
them fo himſelf. The Crowd was ſo great 
that Day, that ſeveral People were kilFd, 
and follow'd Madam Tigaet to the other 
World. Her Porter was hang d, and tis 
faid the unhappy Wretch beg d his Miſtrefles 
Pardon while he was in the Cart, for confef- 
ſing any Thing through Weakneſs, that 
he was accuſed of, and thereby having con- 
tributed to her Death, while ſhe deſired 
his Pardon for providing ſo bad'a Recom- 
pence for the Service he had done her. This 
Dialogue was extream moving. The other 
Accuſer was condemn d to the Gallies for his 


free Confeſſion. Thus ended the Beauriful 


Madam Tiguet, who had been the Orna- 
ment of Paris; and although no great Cre- 
dit is to be given to Fortune · Tellers, yer all 
that was told Madam Tiguet was fulfilFd, 
for within the Two Months ſhe: was raiſed 
to 2 Scaffold, and by Death deliver d from 
all her Troubles, Never any Head was 
+ bh 4 * 


40 LZTT EI XXIV. 
more lovely than hers: After it was ſepæ 
rated from her Body it was left ſome Time 
upon the Scaffold for the People to ſee it; 
ſhe turned her Face towards the Place where 
I ſtood, and I aſſure you her Beauty aſto- 
niſh'd me; in truth I was ſo mov'd, that it 
was above Six Months before I recovered 
the Impreſſion her Death gave me, and the 
Idea of it is till afflicting to me; but what 
would I not do to oblige you? King Fames 
is newly dead, and the King has own'd his 
Son King of Great. Britain. I know not 
how King Villiam will reſent it: They 
ſay he has made a new League: with the 
Dutch, and tho the laſt have acknowledg'd 
Philip King of Spain, both the one and the 
other are going to dethrone him, and fer 
the Arch-duke in his Place,, ſo that accord- 
ing to all Appearance we ſhall ſoon ſee a new 
War. The Dutcheſs of Burgundy has lately 
made a Lottery, in which the greateſt Lot 
is Fifty Thouſand Livres, and every Ticket 
a Louis d'Or. Madamoiſelle d'4/cirac had 
one which ſhe gave to the Dutchels of Am 
gundy, with thete Verſes : 


Great P rinceſs ! who didft all our Sorrows eaſe, 
And with thee , the charming Fo ys ed 
Haace 
Fortune has long at V dene Jerw with mes 


0 we us now be reconcil:dq by R 
. Blind 


Blind as ſbe is we know at thy Command, 

She'll bring the Lot to thy Surceſsful Hand. 
Thou draw; the glorious Lot ſhall be my ſhare ; 
Plenty ſhall glad my Heart, and Joy ſutceed 
But poor 4 Alcirac got nothing, tho that 
Princeſs drew for her, for it proved a Blank; 
I fancy if it had been given to the Prince ot 
Conti, the Ticket would have been a Prize, 
coming thro his Hands, tho it were drawn 
a Blank, or he would have made it.ſo, but 
every one don't know the Art of giving on 
proper Occaſions. This Lottery has much 
imploy d the Dutcheſs, and ſhe was preſent 
at the Bank where the Money was paid; 
one Day when the Duke of Burgundy paſs d 
that Way, he obſervd a warm Diſpute, be- 
tween thePerſon who receiv'd the Money, and 
an Officer who tool; out a Ticket, and would 
have him write upon it theſe Words, For the 
Five without Devils; the Receiver refuſing to 
write it, the Duke was offended at the Of- 
ficer, but he explain d himſelf, telling him, 
We are Five Batchelors concern d, and having 
no Wives, we are conſequently without Devils, 
which only occaſion d Laughter ; but ano- 
ther diſpleas d the Court, a Man would have 
writ on his Ticket, II win the King ball 
lave Rebuff The King heard of it, and 
order q him to be ſecur d and brought 5 
| x 1 ore 
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fore him; he ask d what that Rebuff he 
-threatn'd him with meant. Sir, ſaid he, if 
I won I intended to buy a Poſt in your Ma- 
jeſty's Service, and my Name being Rebuf, 
you would have had Nel in your Service. 
This Pun did not pleaſe the King, and 
Mr. Rebuff was bid to carry his Pun and his 
Piſtole ſomewhere elſe. We live in a Time 
wherein all Things are ſuſpected. I remem- 
ber when the Smith of Salon was here; 


many were of the Opinion that he ſhould 


not be admitred to fee the King, fearing he 
might have ſome dangerous Deſign; but 
the Event proved, it was but a Pannick 
Fear. Monſieur Rebif is not the only 
Perſon who deſir d earneſtly ro ferve the 
King, for there are many People which 
think their ſupream Felicity conſiſts in 
having a Place at Court. To this Pur- 
I was told, a Gentleman endeavour- 
ing to ſerve the late Dauphineſs, was pre- 
ſented in order to it; but being refuſed be- 
cauſe he ſquinted, leaſt ſuch an Object might 
make ſome Impreſſion upon her when with 
Child; The poor Man conſider d with 
himſelf, and ask'd, If a Man that had but 
one Eye would be admitted; and hearing 
there would be no Objection in that Caſe, 
he put a Plaiſter upon his ſquint Eye, and 
obtain'd, by being blind of one Eye, what 

he conld not ſucceed in for ſquinting 1 
op ng | tne 
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the ſame. I fancy there was ſomething of 
Whim in this Preference; but however it 
was, this voluntary Blind Man was over- 
joy'd with his Succeſs. So we obtain 
what we deſire, we don't value by what 
Means. One Day being ' buſy'd in his 
Duty, he perceiv d his Plaiſter was falling 
off, he was forced to wheel to the Right 
about to ſtick it faſter, and in haſt put it up- 
on the other Eye. The Dauphin obferving 
ſome Difference in his Countenance, ask d 
the Dauphinefs which Eye her Servant want 
ed; ſhe told him the Right. Well, ſaid 
the Dauphin, but now it is the Left. Up- 
on which they examined the Gentleman, 
who confeſs d the Truth, and was pardon'd 
his Artifice for the ſake of his Zeal. Tam, &c. 


SM Return you, Madam, all the Ac- 
I je knowledgements I ought for 
LEE your Goodneſs. in ſending me 
the Hiſtory of Madam Tiguet, 
with the reſt you have added to it, which 
I have received with Pleaſure. I have com- 

© municated it to our Ladies, who have made 
the Eccho's of Freſeati ring with the Dutch- 
eſs of Mains Compoſures, we hope ſhe will 
make many more, and that you will have the 
Kindnels to ſend them. I alſo wait for the 
Story of the Gaſcone Marchioneſs, which you 
romiſed me. Vou tell me of the Smith 
of Salon, as a Thing that I muſt needs be 
acquainted 'with, but you don't remember 
how long it is ſince 1 was at Parzs, and I 
am wandring about the World; let me not 
be ignorant of what happens where you 
are; above all, when there is any Thing 
extraordinary or ſurprizing; that every 


Word excites my Curioſity, and I beſeech 
you 
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you to fſatisfie it; here is nothing worth 
yours, yet Iwill give you an Account of al 
we have. A Lady of Quality of this Coun- 
ry, yeſterday ſhewed a Scene to the World, 
which ſurprized the whole City ; ſhe Has 
been contracted Five or Six Years to a Gen- 
tleman in the Army, and their Marriage 
ſhould have been accompliſh'd after this 
Campaign, in which her Lover was kill; 
who loving her tenderly, charg d a kind of 
a Dependant, or Servant, to acquaint her 
with his laſt Sighs and Fidelity, and to re- 
turn and give her all her Letters, with ſome 
little Preſents ſhe had made him: This faith- 
ful Domeſtick acquitted himſelf of the Com- 
miſſion he had received, and found the La- 
dy in ſuch an Affliction, as may better be 
imagin'd than deſcribd; ſhe exceeding]! 
loved the deceaſed Lover, who ſhe look 
upon as her Husband, and therefore did not 
diſſemble her Sorrow, which ſhe carry d 
ſo far, as abſolutely to forſake the World, 
and become a Recluſe, practiſing the Seve- 
_ rities of that State in her Apartment, which 
was inacceſſible to all but this Servant; 
there this mournſul fair One made him re- 
peat the laſt Words of her Lover; prithee 
tell me, poor Ja Roche, ſaid ſhe, what thy 
dead Maſter did before he received that fatal 
Wound which has robbed me of him; did 
he think of me > Was he impatient to ſee 


* 
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me? L Roche anſwerd all her Queſtions: 
and exaggerated his Maſter's Paſſion, an 
at laſt he took it in his Head to add his 
own Reflections. Ah ! Madam, ſaid he, 
my Maſter knew how to chooſe, he had an 
admirable Judgment. Thus ſpeaking of 
another's Love, he fell into it himſelf, while 
the Lady ſuſpecting nothing, attributed all 
to his Zeal for his Maſter ; but /a Reche drew 
her out of that Error, and ſeemed in her 
Eyes the moſt paſſionate Lover. Her Heart 
which had been uſed to Tenderneſs, could 
not refuſe that of Ja Roche, and inſtead of 
having him thrown out the Window, as ſhe 
| t, did that for him which ſhe never 
did for his Maſter, acting the Part of the 
Ephefian Matron. She was unhappy enough 
to fee her Crime accompany'd with ſhame- 
ful Conſequences, which continually recal- 
Jed the Memory of it to her. Abhorring her 
Guilt, and deſiring to hide it from the 
Knowledge of the World, ſhe intruſted the 
Secret with a Capuchin, who together 
with her Woman, undertook to preſerve 
her Reputation. They began with giving /a 
Roche Money, and defiriog him to return to 
the Army. When her Time was expired, 
the Capuchin came and received' a new- 
born little Boy, whom he carry d to his Con- 
vent, and gave it to a Nurſe, who ſtaid 


there for it in the Church, and had no more 
- 7 to 
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to do but to receive her Allowance, wich- 
out being informed whence the Child came; 
the Friar having Baptiſed it firſt of all: Mea- 
ſures were ſo well taken, that there was ne- 
ver the leaſt Suſpicion : Her good Manage- 
ment having much contributed to preſerve 
her Reputation ; for ſhe had ſodeep a Sorrow 
For having forgot her ſelf to ſuch a Degree, 
that ſhe devoted her Time to the Service of 
the Poor; her Confeſſor not thinking it fit 
ſhe ſhould go into a Religious Houſe, ſhe 
continued at Home in a plain Dreſs, im- 
ploy d in Works of Charity, without hear- 
ing any Propoſal of Marriage, tho' ſhe was 

ered very fair Ones. This Five Years ſhe 
has lived this kind of Life, but it grew 
impoſſible for her to ſupport longer the In- 
ſolence of her Woman, who abuſing the 
Truſt repoſed in her, loſt all manner of 
reſpect to her Miſtreſs, but with a Soul as 
mean as her Birth, frequently reproachd 
her with her Miſcarriage, pretending to 
make her ſelf feared, and to reveal the Se- 
cret, carrying her Impudence ſo far, as te 
reduce the poor Lady to Deſpair and Diſtra- 
ction, to be rid of which ſhe open d her 

Window, and cry d allow'd to ſome Paſ- 
ſengers, Gentlemen, I confeſs T have had a 
Child by a Roche, and ſuch a Capuchin has 


taken Care of it this Five Years. This Con- 
fedſſion aſtoniſh d thoſe that heard ir, con- 
5 8 cluding 
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cluding ſne had loſt her Wits; ſhe told the 
ſame to her Relations in cold Blood, and 
that ſhe reſolv'd to marry /a Roche, who ſhe 
was informed was a Gentleman; a Cou- 
rier was ſent to Perpignan, where he quar- 
tered, and there is no doubt but he will be 
ſoon here, the Lady being Rich and able to 
make his Fortune, ſhe has turn'd off her 
Woman , and this Adventure is the preſent 
Subject of all our Converſations. I was told 
— 5 to the ſame Purpoſe: When the 
King travell'd thorough this Country, a 
Lady which attended the Court was Le 
to Bed in a little Town of Rouſſillon, and 
left the Child with a Peaſant, to whom ſhe 
gave a conſiderable Sum of Money, to 
breed it as his own, till ſuch Time as it 
ſhould be call'd for. The Agreement be- 
ing made, the Lady continu'd her Journey 
without the Occaſion of her Stay in that 
Town's being known, where ſhe took care 
not to tell who ſhe was.The Peafant honeſtly 
diſcharged his Truſt, it was a Girl, which 
paſs d for his own, and he bred her like a 
real Peaſants Daughter: Twenty ' Years 
were paſsd without any Inquiry for her, 
the pretended Father thinking no more of 
the Hopes which were given him, marry'd 
her to a young Carpenter, who ſell in Love 
with her; but a little while after their Wed- © 


ding, the Mareſchal de Noaitles, who com- 
mande d 
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manded in Roaſſllon, ſent an Order to the 
Peaſant to come to him; he enquir d for the 
Child which was deliver d to him at the 
Time I have mention'd. The honeſt Man 
told him, That having bred her as his own, 
he had diſpoſed of her in Marriage as ſuch, 
not being able to procure her a better For- 
tune. Monſieur de Noai/les ask'd to ſee her, 
and told her he was oblig d to carry her to 
Paris, where ſhe ſhould receive a Hundred 
Thouſind Francs which her Mother, whom 


they would not diſcover, had left her when 


ſhe dy d, in the Hands of her Confeſſor, to 


marry her. He added, That the Peaſant 
not being her Father, had no Right to di- 


ſpoſe of her, and therefore the Marriage 
might eaſily be annull'd, which was the 


only Way to put her in a Condition to poſ- 
feſs the Eſtate her Mother had left her; but 


the young Woman when ſhe had heard him, 
with a ſteady Temper ſaid, She would not 
forſake her Husband for all the Riches in the 
World. Then the Husband was call'd, to 
try if a Sum of Money would make him 
more tractable, and perſwade him to give 
up his Wife ; but he ſaid, They ſhould ſooner 
take his Life from him. This Scene was as 


tender as could be acted, they both folemn- 


ly proteſtiog nothing in the World ſheuld 


ſeparate them. At length the Husband told 


Moafgur de Noailles, who already begun 
E 80 
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to be mov'd with ſuch a tender Paſſien, 
That if the Money would be paid him he 
was ready to go to Paris, and that he knew 
as well as another how to act the Gentle- 
man, and ſo did his Wife the Madam, for 
he had heard ſay in that Place there were 
Marquiſs s who were ao better than himſelf, 
and perhaps not ſo honeſt: The Wife 
back d her. Husband's Reaſons, and Mon- 
ſieur de Noailles acquieſc'd. They were both 
put into a handſome Dreſs, and had Money 
given them for their Journey. The faith- 
ful Peaſant bag a good Reward. A Bill was 
delivered them, for the 1iooo000 Francs, 
which they ſay they make very good uſe of. 
There is great gueſſing who the Mother of 
the young Woman was, but they are meer 

Conjetures without Certainty ; all that we 
can depend upon is, ſhe was Rich, but it is 
wonderful, that for 20 Years together ſhe 
ſhould forget her Daughter, and her Mater- 
nal Tenderneſs not awake till her Death, 
and then it may be by her Confeſſors Exhor- 
tations. This is Fact as it happen'd the laſt 
War. . Monſieur D'Opede, who is Preſident 
of the Parliament of Provence, is come hi- 
ther, who acquainted me with Madam D' Ar- 


naux's Death, heretofore call'd Madam ds 


 Rhbus, which is not leſs aſtoniſhing than her 
Life; ſhe her ſelf prepar d the Solemnity of 
her Funeral, hung her Houſe with Mourn- 


ing, 


Letter XXV. 51 


ing, and caus d Maſſes to be ſaid ſor her 
Soul beforehand, without any Appearance of 
Indiſpoſition; when all was done, and ſhe 
had given the Orders neceſſary to ſpare her 
Husband the Cares which muſt have lain up- 
on him without this Foreſight ; ſhe dy d the 
Day and Hour ſhe had prefix d, and left him 
in a Sorrow not to be expreſs'd: He believes 
her a Saint, and invokes her as ſuch, tho 
in all other Matters Monſieur D Arnaux is a 
Man of Underſtanding ; but the Weaknels 
he had for a Wife of Seventy Years old, 
who might more than have en his Mo- 
ther, is ſomething ſo ſurprizing, that we 
know not what to think of it. Her Ene- 
mies continue ſaying ſhe was a Sorcereſs, 
and pretend to prove it by all the extraordi- 
_ nary Events in her Life and Death; her 
Husband will have her a Saint: I only relate 
what has happen'd, and which is atteſted by 
all the Country, without giving my Opinion 
one way or t other. As I had already ſent you 
the Hiſtory of her Life, I thought you ſhould 
not be ignorant of her Death, becauſe they ſay 
the End crowns the Work. All the News from 

Spain ſays, the King is much beloved, and waits 
his Queen's Arrival with great Impatience; 
ſne is now upon her Journey, and they ſay 
ſhe is very Handſome. Obſerve if you 
pleaſe, that the Duke of Savoy underſtands 
how to marry his Daughters ; we fee Two 
| EZ - admirably 
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admirably diſpos'd of: I am of your Opinion, 
that all this will not paſs without Blows ; it 
is ſaid Leopold murmurs, and that ſome Miſ- 
chief is brewing towards the North; but as 
you are nearer the News than I am, I hope 
you will have the Goodneſs to impart it to 
me. | 


J am 
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From P A RIS. 


am very glad, Madam, my 
15 A laſt Letter 7 * diverted you; 
A&P ſince the Dutcheſs de Main's 
Songs ſo much pleaſe you, I 

| have ſent you one ſhe has new- 
ly made on the Duke and Dutcheſs of Bur- 
gundy's having Liberty to uſe the Priviledges 


of Marriage. 


Te Frenchmen al an Give Rejoice, 
Sling all aloud, and raiſe your Voice, 
That we the Laboe bleſs'd may ſee,” 
Of my Lord Dake of Burgundy, | 
For he is Young, and ſo is ſhe, 
Bleſs d be the Work of Burgundy ! 
Right glad will be the Grand Papa, 


How will be skip, and cry, ha, has 
hes he the labour d Fruit ſhall ſee, 1 
Of my Lord Duke of Burgundy. 3 

e This 
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This is the Song at preſent in Vogue, 
tho Monſieur O- Arg 
tenant, has forbid it; but all that does not 
hinder, our young Couple are extreamly 
pleas d they are left to their Liberty, and 
Madam de Lude is deliver'd from the Trou- 
ble of watching their Conduct, which was 
no eaſie Matter; tis ſaid her Vigilance has 
cauſed her to have but an indifferent Part 
in the Eſteem of this young Princeſs, of 
which ſhe gives her Items on Occaſion : 
Madam de Lude deſir d her to receive the 
new Biſhop of Mets, who is her Relation, 
with ſome Marks of Kindneſs; as ſoon as 
ſhe ſaw him coming into her Chamber, this 
Princeſs ſung to him ; 25 


3 Manfieur Abbot, 
Tour Shooes have a Spot, &c. 


and when one of her Ladies complain d 
of it, ſhe ſaid one could not receive a Man 
more favourably than by ſinging him a 
Song. Sometimes in the Night a Frolick 
will take her to walk in the Park, then muſt 
poor Madam ge Lude riſe and run after her, 
but I hope now ſhe will let her Sleep. The 
Dutcheſs of Burgundy is exceeding lively, 


and one of her Talents is, ſhe can perfectly 
mimick whom ſhe pleaſes; not long ſince 
the King drverted himſelf i in Madam Main- 

tenon's 


our Political Lieu- 
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tenon's Apartment, with making her mimick 
all the Court; and ſhe ſpared none, not 
even the Duke her Husband, and hit his 
Mein exactly, at which he was not well 
pleas d, ſo that in the Evening, inſtead of 
going to her Apartment he went into ano- 
ther. Believing it was a Miſtake, one of 
his Gentleman told him he went the wrong 
Way; but he anſwer'd he knew what he 
did, adding, Go tell the Dutcheſs of Bur- 
gundy ] am not pleas d with her, and that as 
to the Defects of the Mind, ſhe will do me 
a Pleaſure to point them out to me thllt 1 
may mend them; but as to thoſe of the 
Body, there is no Wit in expoſing them. 
No Body can deny but his Sentiments were 
true, and the Duke look'd very gruff upon 
this Action, which might have prejudic'd 
their new Commerce, but the King pacify'd 
all, for he extreamly loves the little Prin- 
ceſs, and has all imaginable Complacency 
tor her. He has given her the Managerie 
at Trianon, where ſhe diverts her ſelf with 
milking the Cows, and makes Butter, which 
is ſerved at che King s Table, and he ſays is 
excellent, which to eat is the Way to make 
ones Court: She her ſelf knows how to 
do it as well as any Body, having find 
her ſelf to Madam de Maintenon, which is 
the ſure Way to pleaſe the 
fails. It is moſt true, Madam de Maintenons 
7} E 4 Accompliſh- 
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Accompliſhments are ſo polite and engaging, 
that they alone are ſufficient to make her 
Happy, independant of her Greatneſs. The 
King asking her Opinion of the Opera s, 
ſhe gave it in Favour of Atis. Madam ſaid 
the King Gallantly, Atis is too Happy: not- 
withſtanding theſe Words were taken from 
the Opera itſelf, the Application hath its Me- 
rit. Women here Paint ſo outragiouſly, that 
were thoſe Faces naturally ſo enflam'd as 
they now-make them, I am confident they 
would employ all the Art of Phyſick to be 
cured of ſuch a Rednels ; here has lately 
appear d a Perſon who can borrow nothing 
from Art, come from a Corner of the 
Country, to eflace all the Beauties in Paris, 
it is the fair Coulon, call'd alſo the Beauty of 
Vienne; (he is ſo wondrouſly follow'd, that 
ſhe poor Lady, is out of Countenance, and is 
fain to forſake the Tuilleries; ſhe takes Re- 
fuge in the Gardens of Luxembourg in vain, 

for as ſoon as it is known ſhe is there, the 
Tuilleries are abandon d. This high Repu- 
tation of Beauty, makes her the Hatred and 
Envy of the Women; they have made Sa- 
tyrs on her, which were ſpread at the 
Comedies and Opera's, where they were 
baul'd out, Four Sous for the Beauty of Vis 

enne; but all this hindred not the Marquis 


. Martel, who was palliogately in, Love, 


from marrying her; but the poor young 
BRI: FS Creature 
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Creature was never the better, for he for- 
ſook her the next Day after the Wedding; 
it is not known whether it was from Calum- 
ny, or the Effect of his natural Inconſtan- 
cy; whatever was the Occaſion, ſhe is at 
preſent in a Religious Houſe in the Faux- 
bourg St. Germain, where her unworthy 
Husband pays a very indifterent Price for 

her Entertainment ; ſee here a moſt wretch- 
ed Deſtiny. All good People are afflicted 
for it, others rejoice ; how dreadful a Thing 
is the Jealouſie of Women with Relation to 
Beauty? The lovely Coulon is made a Vi- 
aim to it; ſhe had better have ſtaid in Dau- 
phine, than have come hither to excite ſo 
much Envy ; ſhe was acknowledg'd a Beau- 
ty both in Court and City, which is a Crime 
the Women never pardon, and as you ſee 
eſcapes not unpuniſh'd ; the Gaſconne Mar- 
chioneſs whom I mention'd to you, has not 
given us any Scene of this Nature; ſheis leſs 
troubld how to pleaſe, than with a Paſſion 
for Play, to which ſhe has abandon'd her 
ſelf; ſhe firſt perſwaded the Marquis de 
her Husband, that Play was the only Way 
advantagiouſly to gain Admiſkon to Court: 
She inſinuated her ſelf at the Palace Roy- 
al, plaid at Lan/quenet with Madam, at 
Ombre with Monſieur, and follow d her Af- 
fairs ſo well, that in a ſhort Time ſhe in- 
tirely ruin'd' her Husband's, who then re- 
. 8 pented 
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pented of his bringing her hither ; he for- 
bid her playing, but ſhe was incorrigible, it 
was to no purpoſe, he ſwore he would not 
pay her Debts ; ſhe plaid upon her Word, 
and Joſt Fourteen Thouſand Francs for the 
Honour of her Country, and the Airs of 
the Gaſconne ; the play'd high, however the 
Money muſt be paid in Four and Twenty 


Hours; ſhe dared not ſpeak of it to her 


Husband, and the Time was already laps'd, 
having try'd before what was in her Friends 
Pockets ; in vain ſhe runs tothe Palais Roy- 
al, ro Monſieur Charilion's Appartment. 
Monfieur, ſaid ſhe to him, I know not what 


to do if you will not take Pity on me; in 
God's Name grant me the Favour I beg of 


you. I dare not look on my Husband, do 
for me as you would in ſuch a Caſe do for 
Madam Chat illon. Madam, faid Monſieur 
Cbatillon, interrupting her, it is Midnight, 
and all that I could do for my Wife wou d 
be to give her part of my Bed, and it is all 
I can offer you at this Time of Night. The 
Marqueſs went her way much diſcontented, 
imploying the reſt of the Night to find Ex- 
pedients for the next Morning. When ſhe 


went to Madam Yoifins, who is an exceed- 


ing charitable Woman, but ſomething di- 
ſtruſtful, ſhe would not tell her Name, but 
area wr wed. They 


told Madam Voiſia the was a very large Wo- 
| man 
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man, and the devout Lady fear d it might 
be a Man in Woman's Cloaths come to rob 
her. In this Apprehenſion ſhe order'd her 
'Maids to be near her ro guard her. The 
Marchioneſs entred with great Modeſty, 
and after ſome inſignificant Motions to ſig- 
niſie ſhe would ſpeak with her in private, ſhe 
ſaid, Madam, you fee a Woman of Quality, 
who has been ill treated by Lan/quenet, and 


is come to implore your Afliſtance. Ma- 


dam, reply'd the Devotee, I have not the 
Honour be acquainted with Monſieur 
Lanſquenet, ſo that I can do you no Service 
in any Wrong he has done you, nor do I 


ever concern my ſelf in Do 2uixot's Pro- 
feſſion, I cannot redreſs Injuries, you are 


miſinform d; and thus ſaying, the conducted 


the Marchioneſs to the Door, who wascon- 


baſſy, Madam Yorfin's Servants following 
her 'till they got her Name, which they 
knowing, all Paris was ſoon inform'd of it; 
but the poor Marchioneſs being laugh d at, 
took her Bed, and ſent for her Confeſſor, 
who finding her in Deſpair, undertook to 
tell this fad Story to the Marquiſs, and he 


being movd by being told her Life was in 
Danger, and aſſur d of her Repentance, like 


a good Man forgave all, and ſold ſome Land 
to pay her Debts, upon Condition ſhe ſhould 
never play more. This is what you deſir d 

to 


e 
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to know, and what your Country, who as 
you have obſerv'd love to be merry at other 
People's Colt, will be glad to Hear. As to 
the Smith or Farrier of Salon, I ſuppoſe you 
may have heard of him at Avignon, for I 
don't believe you had left it, when he came 
hither. Salon is you know the Country of 
the famous Noſtredamus, and there it was 
that Six Months before the laſt Peace, a 
Voice call'd to this Smith in the Night, 
which commanded him with grievous 
Threatnings to go immediately to the King, 
and acquaint him with ſuch Things as ſnould 
be reveal'd to him when he came updn the 
Place, and bid him go to the Intendant of 
the Province, and acquaint him with his 
Journey, and ask him for Money for his 
Expence. The Smith obey'd the Voice, 
going in the Morning to the Intendant, who 
lavugh'd at him for a Fool or a mad Man; 
but the Voice came again the ſecond and 

third Time, with ſuch horrible Threats, 
that the poor Smith being affrighted, tho 
able to get nothing from the Intendant, 
ſold all he had, and begins his Journey with 
great Confidence. In the laſt Days Travel 
the Voice gave him his Inſtructions; he 
was commanded to ask to ſpeak to the 
King, -which was refus'd him, and ſome 
fear'd it might be dangerous ; but the poor 


Man was not diſcourag'd, ſtill asking to 
RE ſpeak 
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ſpeak with the King, having ſomething from 
God, ſaying he brought nothing but good 
News; and Things being then in a Condi- 
tion not much better than when the Maid 

of Orleans demanded her Audience, it was 
thought he ought not to be refusd ; but 
whatever he ſaid was kept ſo ſecret, that no- 
thing of it is known ; what is certain is, when 
the King went to Maſs, this new Prophet 
ſtood in his Way, the Mareſchal de Duras 
ſaid, If that Man is not mad, then I am no 


Man. The King, who heard him, turn d 


about, and anſwer'd, The Man is not mad, 
but ſpeaks very good Senſe, and is a wiſe 
Man. This is all I know ; many have gueſs d 
at the Matter in vain, for it is thought fit to 


keep us entirely in the Dark on that Head. . | 


fancy we ſhall have another War yet, the 
Dutch having made but ſcurvy Complements 


to the Count de Briere our Embaſſador. The 


King has ſent Monſieur D' Ava«x in his ſtead 
to ſweeten them, but he has not ſucceeded. 
Methinks Affairs begin to be perplex'd. We 
{ball ſee how they will end. - 


Jam ever, &c. 
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IL E TTER XXVII. 
From THOULOUSE. 


— ou have ſent me moſt enter 
$ taining Things; I ſhould be 
A (E<qF glad, Madam, if I could make 
pon a Return, but the Seaſon 
Eis ſterile ; our only Talk is 

concerning the Trial of the Curate of 
Blaignac, which has ſomething diverted us, 
This poor Prieſt was accuſed of being a Con- 
juror, and forced to the ſevere Tria | our 
Law appoints ; after ſeveral Times being 
tortured, he was ſtripp'd naked before the 
Whole Parliament, who were allembled at 
the Defire of his Accuſers; he was narrow- 
ly ſearch'd to find what they call the Devil's 
' Mark ; at firſt they imagin d they had found 
what they ſought for, thruſting a Needle 
far into his Fleſh in every black Mole they 

met with, but the poor Prieſt roared out, 


and ſhewed them their Miſtake, yet, to his 
| Misfortune, 
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Misfortune; having many ſuch Marks, they 
tried more to his repeated Torment: After 
all, they declared him innocent, and ſent 
him to his Cure at Blaignac. This auguſt 
_ Aſſembly might have ſpared themſelves this 

ridiculous Procedure, had they conformed 
to the Maxims of our Parifian Parliament ; 
but theſe Gentlemen think they are wiſe 
enough themſelyes, and ſcorn to take any 
Meaſures from others. There is a Di- 
courſe of a Caſe coming before them 
which hath been tried in ſeveral Courts, 
ours trying and determining without Ap- 
peal : | know not whether you have heard 
of it at Paris; but however the Caſe ſeem- 
ing extraordinary, I. give you the following 
Account of it. A Nun falling in Love with 
a Gentleman, who had entertained her up- 
on that Subje at the Grate of the Mona- 
ſtery, reſolved to eſcape over the Walls of 
the Convent to come to him ; they fay - 
Love is violent under the Veil as well as 
under the: Cowle, which made the young 
Nun try all ways imaginable to get her Li- 
berty, and acquainted her Lover with her 
Purpoſe, who thought there was great Dif- 
ficulty in it ; but what cannot Love over- 
come ? As you will perceive by what it 
taught this Recluſe. She appointed her 
Lover to attend her the following Night 


in a | Place 1 e him, without 3 
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ling himſelf with any Thing further, than 
to provide good Horſes for their Flight, 
telling him ſhe had provided all other Things 
for their Eſcape, and conceal d the Knowledge 
of it from the whole World, deſiring him not 
to enquire the Means ſhe made uſe of, and 
to think only of what was neceſſary for 
their Jourrſey ; after which ſhe left him to 
put her Deſign in practice. Behold what 
ſhe did! and the Boldneſs of the Under- 
taking ! that Day one of her Companions 
was buried, whoſe Grave was not quite co- 
vered, ſhe got into it when all were aſleep 
in the Convent, and carried her dead Body 
into her own Cell, laying it upon her Bed, 
and then ſetting it on Fire, ſhe made her 
eſcape with a Ladder, and threw her ſelf 
into her Lover's Arms, who impatiently 
waited for her : They made haſte from 
thence, and not being purſued, their Jour- 
ney proved happy ; for the Fire having 
alarmed the Convent, all the Nuns rug to- 
ward tie Cell which was burning, the young 
Nun being in her Cloaths, and half conſu- 
med, they made no doubt but the Fugitive 
Siſter became a Victim to the Flames, the 
poor Creatures bemoaning her Fate, and 
laying their Prayers for her Soul, while ſhe 
perhaps was employed in leſs ſorrowful 
Thoughts ; by this Contrivance their Eſcape 
was ſecured, and ſaved both their * 
| —_ 00 an 
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and Reputation. As ſoon as they came in- 
to a Place of Safety they married, but un- 
der other Names; the Husband fell into 
Trade, by which he grew very Rich, and 
had ſeveral Children, who might have 
been ſo too, if their Mother had not ex- 
poſed them to be ruin'd by a Suit, which is 
the preſent Caſe before the Parliament : 
This Woman loſt her beloved Husband, 
and was ſo afflicted, that ſhe reſolved to dye 
to the World, and retire into a Monaſtery, 
where her Repentance for her former Con- 
duct made her own it in Confeſſion, which 
her Children would have been glad ſhe had 
ſpared ; for having own'd that ſhe had been 
a Nun they were declared Baſtards, and 
conſequentlyincapable of ſucceeding to their 
Father's Eſtate, while his Relations are de- 
manding their Right to it, which muſt be 
tried before this Parliament: We ſhall 
know the Iſſue of this Buſineſs after the 
Vacation; for now every Body is prepa- 
ring for the Country, and our 7honlous 
fian Ladies, who form themſelves in all 
Things after the Court, would by no Means 
ſtay in this City when the Court is at For- + 
tainbleau, which is a Rule as ſtrict here as 
the receiving no Viſits on Poſt Days, leaſt 
it ſhould be thought they were not Perſons 
of conſiderable Correſpondence. Every 
Body goes now to their Eſtates, and thote 

who have none, to their Friends ; from the 
q - greateſt 
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greateſt to the Cobler, all leave the City- 
The common Queſtions being, Where will 
you paſs the Vacation this Year 2 | have 
been ask d the ſame Queſtion already, and 
F am willing to be in the Faſhion, but will 
not go to the Places where I am invited. 
Jam reſolved to paſs the Vacation, as they 
call it, at Bagnieres; and have made a Pre- 
tence of a Rheumatiſm, which you know 
formerly I was ſomewhat troubled with; they 
divert themſelves, and live with a great deal 
of Pleaſure there, the Baths bringing Peo- 
ple from all Parts, which Mixture muſt af- 
ford Variety: And if I meet with all the 
Pleaſure promiſed me, you ſhall have an Ac- 
count: It is very likely Iſhall, ſo many People 
coming only for their Diverſion. I ſaw a 
Gentleman who every Year. brings his whole 
little Stock; it is Monſieur R—— whoſe 


Character is ſomething particular; he is 


lame; bis Father pretending Skill in the 
Cure of Horſes, by. the Study of a Book 
called, The Compleat Farrier, cauterized his 


Son's Legs, as they do an Horſe, for a ſmall 


Ailment, and made him lame as he is, which 
is leſs Damage to him than his Love of 
Play, which he carries fo far, and with ſo 
much ridiculous Honour, that having won a 
Hundred thouſand/ Crowns one Night, the 
Duke of Roguelaure, his Father's Friend; ho- 
ping by this Means to fave a Stake for him, 


prayed 


J . 
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prayed him to lend him Twenty thouſand' 
Crowns; he told him he was too honeſt a 
Man to ſharp at Play, but having won 4 
Hundred thouſand Crowns he ought to loſe 
them again, and effectually did ſo that Night, 
to 2 ſingle Louis d'Or, which he offered the 
Chairmen, who carried him, to throw him 
into the River, but they thought not con* 
venient to do it; and Monſieur R —— re- 
turned Home with the Glory of loſing ſo 
large a Sum. The Duke of Roguelaure is 
perfectly well known here, having made 
many Journies to Bagnieres, where I heard 
a great many Stories of him from a young 
Lady, all very pleaſant. He viſited almoſt 
all the Ladies in this Country, but forgetting 
one, who thought her felf as worthy of his 
Reſpect as any Body, ſhe look d upon it as an 
Affront, and ever thought the reſt might take 
fome Advantage from it 3 wherefore ſhe 
deſired one of her Friends to bring the 
Duke to her Houſe, who acquitted himſelf 
of that Commiſſion ; but whether he did 
not time it right, or her Stars had fome 
Influence; Monſieur de Roquelanre finding 
himſelf forced to a Viſit, proteſted he 
would not ſpeak a Word : The Friend 
thought he cou'd not be ſo rude, and ſo let 
the Lady know the Time ; ſhe took Care 
to have ſtore of Company, that ſhe mighe 


have Witneſſesenow of the Honour that was 
* F 2 done 
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done her, which ſhe had no Reaſon to ap- 
wig her ſelf for ; he came as he promiled, 
t it was to ſquat down in a Chair, where 
he never opened his Mouth. This Pro- 
ceeding put the whole Company out of 
Countenance, and the affronted Lady. was 
ready to burſt with Vexation, when her 
pretty little Daughter fully revenged her ; 
vex d with ſo long Silence ſhe ſtarted up, 
and drawing near the Duke, ſhe cry'd out 
aloud, O, my God! Mamma, Monſieur 
Roquelaure is dead; this ſtartling the Com- 
pany, they ask d the Girl what ſhe meant? 
O yes he is, don't you perceive he ſtinks, 
and ſpeaks not a Word ? Is he not fo as they 
ſay we ſhall be when we ate dead 2 Mon- 
ſieur Roguelaure fled without. ſaying any 
thing, and left the Company to laugh at 
_ his Coſt. I confeſs to you the Vivacity of 
the People in this Country charms me. I 
was alſo told, that a Gaſcoign Gentleman aſ- 
ſuming to himſelf the Title of Marqueſs 
at the Court of the Dutcheſs of Savoy, ſhe 
ask d him in Scorn, where his Marquiſate 
lay; Madam, replied the Gaſcoign, in your 
Kingdom of Cyprus This Anſwer was ve- 
ry bold, but ſome things are allowed for 
their Wit and Invention. I don't. believe 
any People on the Earth are quicker at Re- 
rtee than the Gaſcoizns, They tell me 
urther, an Officer of this Country, havin 
obtain 
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obtain'd a Gratification from the King of 


Five hundred Crowns, went to Monſieur 


_ Colbert, who was then living, to receive 


that Sum ; he was at Dinner with ſeveral 
Lords ; the .Gaſcoign, without Invitation, 
went into the Room, where they were di- 
ning, with the Boldneſs, which the Air of the 
| Gaſcoign inſpires, and with an Accent which 
did not bely his Country, he approach'd the 
Table, and aloud aid, Gentlemen, with 
your PermiſGon, which of you is Monſieur 
Colbert: lam he, Sir, ſaid Monſieur Colbert, 
what have you to ay to me? Ah, no great 
Matter, cry'd the other, no great Matter, 
only a ſmall Order from the King, to pay 
me Five hundred Crowns. Monſieur Col 
bert, who had a Mind to divert himſelf, de- 
fired the Gaſcoign to fit down at Table, and 
calling for a Plate and Napkin told him he 
would diſpatch his Affair after Dinner; he, 
without further Ceremony, acoepted the 


Invitation, and fed like a Horſe. After 


they had dined, Mr. Collert ordered one of 
his Officers to carry him to the Pay- Table, 
where they gave him One hundred Louis 
d' Ors; and when he ſaid he ought to receive 
a Hundred and fifty; that's true, anſwered 

the Clerk, but . Fifty ſtop'd for your 
Dinner : What, cry'd the Gaſcoign, Fifty 
Piſtoles for a Dinner ? I pay but Twenty 


Sous at my Ordinary; I believe it, replied 
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the other, but then you don't dine with 
Monſieur Collert, and it is for that Honour 
you mult pay; very well then, ſaid he, 
T the Whole; tis not worth my While 
to take a — Piſtoles; To- morrow I 
will bring a Friend to dine here, and then 
-we may eat it all out; they told this 
to Monſieur Colbert, who admired this Gaſ- 
cotnade, and ordered the poor Man to be 
paid his Money, who perhaps had no more 
in the World, and alſo did him many 
_ Offices aſterwards, being pleaſed with his 
Wir. The — was told the Story, and 
it was agreed on all Hands, that none but 
WGaſcoign'' was capable of ſuch a Thing. 
Farewel ; write to me to 'Bagnieres, and 
k up all the News you can; for I fancy 
will? be very acceptable at thoſe Baths; 
let me have ſome thing to tell as well as the 
reſt, and I will be even with you by Oy 
vou ee in _ t Country. 
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LETTER XXVIIL 
From PARIS, 


Wiſh you, Madam, as much 
Pleaſure at Bagnieres as I took 


N 
in reading your Letter; both 


84714 your News and your Manner of 
Writing, has ſomething ſo en- 


gaging, that I cannot but wiſh your Letters 
were longer, and that you writ to me oft- 
ner. I have already heard ſomething of 
your Nun, but ſhould hardly have believed 
it, if you had not certified che Circum- 
ſtances of it; I perceive alſo by what you 
ſay, there is Reaſon to applaud the Vivacity 
of the Gaſcoigus. I am in Love with the 
little Girl, who was fo ſmart upon the Duke 
of Roquelaure ; but it is not only in Gaſcony 
he has met with his Match, he was put quite 

out of Countenance at the Dauphineſs's 
Apartment; the Duke of F —— told that 
Princeſs he had ſeen Monſieur Requelanre 
2 -- ſhow 
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ſnow his Ware to her Maids of Honour, of 
which ſhe complain'd to the King, who 
ſent for him to know the Reaſon of ſuch a 
Procedure; he poſitively denied it, F— was 
brought to confront him, who affirmd it, 
and proved it at the ſame Time : Yes, Sir, 
ſaid he, to the King, I ſaw him ſhowing his 
Ware to the Maids of Honour, for he ſhew- 
ed them his Horns: This Affair, which at 
f.rſt was look'd upon as no jeſting Matter, 
ended comically, and Roguelaure was the 
only Perſon did not laugh at it; but the 
Dauphineſs was diſpleaſed at the Liberty 
F —— hadtaken of impoſing upon her, ſhe 
being of a ſerious Humour, and does not care 
that too much Familiarity ſhould” be taken 
with her. The Biſhop of ſaid a 
Thing pleaſant enough to him at the King's 
Supper 3 you know that Biſhop has a great 
Noſe, and that of Roguelaure s is a very flat 
one; the Dake intending to be witty upon 
the Biſhop, deſired him to turn his Noſe out 
of the way that he might ſee the King; the 
Biſhop cry d out, Good God! why would you 
- Quarrel with my Noſe; do you think it was 
made out of what ought to have gone to 

yours? This was thought a home Anſwer; 
and ſuppoſe you and your 7houloufian Ladies, 
knowing both the Perſons, will like it too. 
Lou ask me for News; the Dauphin not 
long ſince had a kind of an Appoplexy ; 
I | | Others 
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others ſay it was but an Indigeſtion; let it be 
hat it will, he was for ſome time without the 
leaſt Senſe, and his Life was much feared: This 
Accident fell out about Midnight, when he 
was riſing from Prayers; there was no Bod 
in his Chamber but a Servant, who t 
Care of his Dogs, and it was he that ſaved 
his Life; finding the Prince almoſt choak 
he open d his Teeth. with his Knife, and 
immediately he vomited abundance; and 
they ſay that without this ſudden Help he 
had died; the poor Fellow took care to 
keep his Mouth open, though he hurt him 
a little; he called for Help, and the whole 
Court were ſoon ready, the King was waked, 
and came frighted to ſee. his Son; he call» 
ed him tenderly ſeveral Times, and it was 
obſerved he had never been heard to aye 
My Son, to him, but then and at Seaux, 
when he took his Leave of the King of 
Spain; but at length he came to himſelf, 
and was let Blood over and over that Night, 
and the next Morning was quite out of 
Danger. This Accident has ſhewn him how 
much he is beloved, you cannot imagine 
what an Alarm it occaſion d here; they 
run in Crowds to Verſailles to enquire of 
his Health; the very Fiſh- Wives ſhowed - 
their Zeal on this Occaſion. This Body, 
ſo formidable in the Time of the Minority 
made it ſelf again celebrated; for as ſoon 
: a a 28 
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18 they heard of the Dauphin's Sickneſs; 
they" choſe four out of their Troop to go to 
Ferſailles, and Compliment him upon the 
Recovery of his Health: Theſe Ambaſſa- 
dreſſes of the Fiſh-Market, preſented theme 
feives before the Door of the Dauphin's 
rtment, but were not permitted to 
enter it, and ſo returned in great Diſcon- 
tem: In the Evening, when they told the 
King of the Concourſe which came that 
Day, not forgetting the Fiſh-Wives ; his 
Majeſty faid they were in the wrong not 
to admit them, and that their Zeal merired 
Acceſs'to the Dauphin; they heard next 
Morning what — King had ſaid; they 
Held a Council, and the four Excellencie 
were deputed with greater Formality : / 
Joon as they arrived, and preſented dis 
ſelves before the Dauphin Chamber, they 
were introduced with Ceremony into it; 
und three King being acquainted with their 
Arrival, came to hear their Harangue, found 
them all upon their Knees before the Dau- 
Kin, ſome kiſſing his Feet, and others the 
em of his Gown, for he was not dreſs d; 
that Prince ſuffered them patiently, but 
552 through an Exceſs of Tenderneſs, 
hey would kiſs his Face, but eſcaped hap- 


| af with the Fear only ; while the reſt — 
yi kiſſing his Feet, one of them cryed 


elegatrly, "What would have become of 2 
i 
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if our dear Dauphin had died : in him we 
had loſt every Thing: Alas! faid another, 
vou are in the right; we had loſt every 
Thing; for our good King would have died 
for Grief; he could not out- live his Son. 
This Womans Politicks was much admired 
for helping out her Compaoion, leaſt the 
King ſhould be jealous of che Affection they 
— his Son : His Majeſty ordered one uf 
his Coaches to carry them to ſee all that was 
worth ſeeing at Venſailles z then they deſired 
to go to =, in the Chapel, and were 
all tour placd in the Datthefdes' Seats, the 
Dauphin gave them Twenty Louis d Ors, 
and the King as many more: They being 
fill d with Riches and Honburs, the King's 
Coach carried them to Paris, driving thro 
the Streets, with the State and: flow Mo- 


tion of an Ambaſſador; they were ſet down 


at the F iſſ · Market, where they gave an Ac- 
count to the whole Body, of eh happy Suo- 
ceſs of their Commiſſion ; they every one 
were attended to their Houſes, and the next 
Morning held an Aſſembly; to conſider 
what they ſhould = with the Forty Louis 
d'Ors which was given them, and conelu- 
ded to have a Te — ſung for the Dau- 
phin's Recovery, which — perform in 
St. Euſl ace s Church, the Curate allowing 
them as much Muſick for their Money as 
it came to. Monſieur, and a good Patt — 
£ 
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the Court aſſiſted at the Ceremony, and 
the Ambaſſy of the Fiſh-Wives was much 
talk d of — The Dauphin's Health is 
perfectly reſtored, and they ſay this ſudden 
Attack of it has made him think of his 
Conſcience; and that he has promiſed his 
Confeſſor abſolutely to forſake his Miſtreſs, 
I Raifin, by whom he acknowledged he has 
had two Children: I know not whether 
theſe good Reſolutions will continue, or 
when the Danger s paſs'd, the Saint may 
not be forgotten. I was Yeſterday to fee 
_ Counteſs A Eftrades, who has newly lain 
in; there was a great deal of Company, 
and among others the Lieutenant · Colonel 
of her Husband's Regiment : The Conver- 
lation turn d upon Gallantry, and the Que- 
tion was ask d, whether a Coquette, who 
only ſought to pleaſe, yet by her manner 
gave Occaſion to ſuſpect ſomething more; 
or ſhe who by an exterior Modeſty uſurped 
a falſe Reputation of Virtue, which ſhe did 
not deſerve, was to be prefer'd 2 Many 
fine Things were ſaid of one fide and t other; 
but in Concluſion it was agreed, that in all 
Caſes, according to Ba, Appearances ought 
always to be preſerved ; upon which | ſhow'd 
your Letter of the Gaſcoigy Lady, who in 
Deſpair accuſed herſelf of what ſhe could 

never have been ſuſpected. All the Com- 


pany agreed there were Woman that could 
8 | 
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perfectly hide their Faults; and you ſee 
there a Gentleman, ſaid a Lady, who can 
tell you more of this Matter: Come, faid. 
ſhe, Monſieur de la Bouchardiere tell us your 

Story, it will be a Parallel to what this 
Lady has ſhown us. The Gentleman, who 
by the Termination. of his Name, ſhould be 
a Poitterin, but of whatever Country, he 
ſeem'd a good ſort of a Man, made no 
more Ceremony, but told us he had in his 
own Country been in Love. with a- Lady, 
who was both beautiful and rich, but ſhe 
did not think fit to make a Return to his 
Paſſion; he had a Siſter her intimate Friend, 
who did all in her Power to ſerve him, but 
nothing could move the Heart of his un- 
grateful Miſtreſs : Several Years paſs'd, ſaid 
he, yet neither my Love nor Sincerity, tho 
ſo rare in this Age we live in, met with 
any Recompence ; but at laſt, when all my 
Hopes were gone, and I ready to hang my 
ſelf, 1 received a Letter from my Siſter, to 
come away Polt, and make my Advantage 
of the  tavourable Diſpoſition my Miſtreſs . 
had then for me, and that I ſhould make 
the greateſt Speed, tho I could obtain Per- 
million but for a Week, ſince my Miſtreſs 
| was reſolved to marry me, and conſented 
_ I ſhould leave her the next Day, if my 
Affairs would ſuffer me to ſtay no longer, | 
but that he muſt not delay coming, for 7M 
EET Reaſons 1 


58 LITT XXVIII. 
Reaſons I ſhould: know in time convenient. 
Freceived this Letter at Nſnes, when we 
were dragooning the Proteſtants, and was 
ſo charmed at the News which I could not 
expect, that I verily believe, if Monſieur 
de Barbefieres, who was then my Colonel, 
had refuſed me his Licence, I ſhould have 
ventured alf I had, and come away at the 
Peril of being broke; but he granted it me 
very obhgingly, and I begun my Journey 
with all the Impatience, which thoſe who 
are in ſuch a Caſe may imagine; the "Poſt 
never rid faſt enough, and I almoſt kill'd 
the Horſes, without allowing my ſelf Time 
to eat or fleep: You may gueſs riding at 
this Rate, I ſoon came to my fair Miſtreſs, 
found her extreamly obliging, and excu- 
ſing herſelf for her paſt Coldneſs, telling 
me her Time of loving was not then come, 
but ſhe had ever eſteemed me, and was com- 
pelled to do Juſtice to my Merit, and no- 
thing remained but to be immediately mar- 
ried, that her Relations, who were then 
abſent, might bring no Obſtacle to our 
Union, and to prevent the Rumour of it, 
before it was diſcours d of. Her Reaſons 
ſeem d to me very juſt, and ſhe might rely 
upon my Paſſion to haſten the Accompliſh- 
ment; I loſt not a Moment's Time, I ſhew - 
ed her my Orders to repair —_— 
to my Duty, and ſhe in my Favour paſs 
over 


over all Ceremonies, and I was diſpenſed 
with all the uſual Delays: At laſt the logg 
deſired Day eome, when I was to be made} 
_ amends for all the Rigours my Miſtreſs had 

made me endyre, and which I thought 
would prove the Crown of my Conſtagcy 5 
never Man expected a Night with more la- 
patience; we went to Supper, and I juſt ar- 
rived at the Height af my Happineſs, hen 
I was thrown from it, by an Accident which 
gave me the molt dreadful Alarms; fon we 
had ſcarce ſupped but my neo Bride was 
ſeized with a moſt violent Choliek, and We 
thought ſhe would expire in a feœC Minutes; 
all the Company were buſied in aſſiſting her 
ſome. warmed Napkins, others rubbed: her 
with Hungary Water: And for my Part, 1 
was ſo confounded I knew. not what to do, 
ſo that if they gave me any Thing to carry 
ber, I let it fall; I threw the Napkins in 

the Fire inſtead of warming them; I tore 
my Hair, and cried out as loud as my Fair 
One, till a third Noiſe came as an Eccho 
to all ours, which was a ſine Boy my new 
Spouſe had brought into the World, to 

the Aſtoniſhment of all the By-ſtanders;; 
every one look d upon the other without 
ſpeaking, and they might all have been ta- 
ken for ſo many Statues; the Sight of the 
Child having produced the ſame Effect, as 
that of Meduſa had done formerly: But at 
Pals) ” length 


80 Lerrex XXVII. ! 


hthey recovered their Surprize, putting 
yp to Bed, and giving both the = 
fant and her all the Aſſiſtance neceſſary.” 
Many People did me the Honour to believe 
I was Father of the Child, and that my 
Miſtreſs's Severities were but a Feint to 
amuſe the World : This Suſpicion was not 
without Appearance of Truth, but I my 
ſelf knew better what to think of it. And 
my greateſt Difficulty was to diſcover my 
Rival, of whom I never had any Appre- 
henſion; while I was muſing on this, my 
| Confuſion and Paſſion drove me to violent 
Pe Reſolutions. The Lady, forced by the 
| Remorſe of her Conſcience, cauſed me to 
be called to her; and after having beg'd my 
Pardon, told me ingenuouſly ſhe had ever 
eſteemed my Deſert, and had made me hap- 
py, if her Heart had not been engaged in 
another Place before 1 addreſs'd to her; 
that none having doubted any Thing by the 
Care ſhe had taken to conceal. her Engage- 
ment, ſhe had ſupported the Character of 
Virtue, ſo that none ever dared attack her 
Reputation ; but at laſt her Lover being 
killed, ſhe preferred me to all who had ſol - 
licited her, hoping I would pardon whar 
was paſt, before my Leaſe of her Life be- 
gan, which ſhe deſigned to repair in ſome 
Meaſure by her future Tenderneſs and invio- 


lable Fidelity; that the Meaſures ſhe had 
65 taken 
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taken thereupon ſeem'd juſt to her; that 
as ſhe knew I could not ſtay with: her, the 
had deſigned to go immediately, "after my 
leaving her, into the Country, under the 
Colour of hiding her Tears for my Abſence, 
and to have been there brought to Bed 
incognito, having before hand prepared all 
Things neceſſary, and engaged Perſons, of 
whoſe keeping her Secret ſhe was well aſſu⸗ 
red, but found ſhe was deceived in her 
Reckoning ; though after the Scene which 
had happened, ſhe did believe me a"Man 
of a Temper not to live with her, and 
that her Deſign now was to hide her 

Shame in a Conyent, and to give me alt 
her Fortune. Thus far, ſaid Monſieur de 
la Bouchardier to us, I gave her all my 

Attention, but interrupting her here, 
told her ſhe might diſpoſe” of her Perſon 

and Eſtate how the pleaſed,” for I had no 
Pretenſions to either: After which, making 
a low Bow, 1 took Poſt again to re- 
turn to my Regiment, which I found 
employ'd in their Miſſion, and foreſeeing 
I ſhould be ſoundly rallied, I begun firſt 
my ſelf, by telling my Adventure to all 
my Comrades: And I tell it you, Madam, 
ſaid he, addreſſing himſelf to me, as you 
have heard. We all agreed he had taken 
the beſt Courſe in this Affair, and I thanked 
him for the RS had favoured 0 
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with. Every one made their Reflection 
upon it ; and I found ſome thing ſo plea- 
fant in the Story, that I thought it deſerved 
to be given you, hoping you will give me 
ſome Account of what you meet at Bag- 
nieres, where I wiſh you much Pleaſure ; 
and I will return what I find at Fontainbleau, 
_ whither 1 am going; where, as in all Places, 


LETTER 
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F.᷑rom BAGNIFRES. 

5 7s 55 Have been here theſe Eight Days, 
= 1 = Madam, and by the manner of 


wo in this Place, I believe 1 
ay 42 cou d ſtay Six Weeks without be- 


ing tir d; for from Morning to 


Night here is nothing thought on but Di- 
verſion : Here is very good Company alrea- 


dy of all Countries, and all Ages, and the 


Diverſity makes an agreeable Mixture: The 
Situation of the Place has alſo its Advan- 


tages; it is a pretty little City upon the 


River Aldoure. I will ſay nothing of its 
Antiquity, nor of the Name its Baths had 


in the Romans Time; you having ſomething 


ridiculd my Learning, for my Obſervati- 
ons upon Avignon, therefore I will take 


Care for the future how I ſhow my Erudi- 


tion, only tell you Bagnieres is near Bareges, 


where the Baths are admirable for Wounds, 
as 
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as theſe are for natural Indiſpoſitions, and both 
ate much frequented. The Invalids of Bareges 
come frequently, and augment the good Com- 
pany at Bagnieres, and often Officers of the 
firſt Quality. They play high, and drink 
other Liquors beſides Water : Love too has its 
Sharein our Diverſions, and they are ſo buſy d 
with their Pleaſures they have no Time to 
feel their Indiſpoſitions. The Chevalier de 
Gondrin, Brother of Monſieur de Torme, 
is come hither to ſeek a Remedy for thoſe 
Evils of which Mars is not accuſable : But 
another Divinity, which way ſoever they 
came, they occaſion dreadful Torment in his 
Limbs, being forc'd' to keep his Legs in a 
continual Motion, and make terrible Faces, 
yet while he is at play his Convulſions ceaſe, 
and he is as Tranquille as any Body. That 
ended they begin afreſh, which, methinks, 
agrees with what Ja Fontaine ſays, That Opi- 
nion in Men governs all; and I fancy the 
unſhaken Conſtancy, ſo much admired in 
the ancient Philoſophers, proceeded from 
the imploying their Minds on great Sub- 
jects, which permitted not their Bodies to 
feel or conſider that which concern d them, 
and conſequently they felt not thoſe Indiſpo- 
ſitions which afflict the Vulgar. Where- 
fore the Chevalier de Gondrin is a great 
Philoſoper while at play, which is viſibly his 
is predominant Paſſion. He has Wit, and is 
_ . Polite; 
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Polite; he is even a Poet, and writ Verſes 
upon his own Condition, in the very Time 
that he was fluxing. This, Madam, is a ſhort 
Character of the Chevalier Gondel; you 
will perceive he is no very dangerous Lover; 
but, as all Things are to be made ſome Ad- 
vantage of, I make him play and talk ſuffi- 
ciently; he is, you know, Couſin- German to 

Monſieur de Monteſpan, and being leſs in- 
tereſted, he makes no Difficulty! to ſpeak 
of the Adventures of the Lady, his dear 
Couſin, of whom he told me ſome very 
ä particular Circumſtances. He was at his 
Uncle the Marquis 4 Autin s, Father to 
Monſieur de Manteſpan, of whom he recei- 
ved a Letter, that the King was fallen in 
Love with his Daughter- in Law, and that 
the good Man ſtop d in reading it, crying, ; 
God be praiſed, for now Fortune is ſettling im 
our Family: He acquainted me alſo with the 
Extravagancies of Monſieur de Monteſpan © 
upon it, who looking upon the Matter with 
other Eyes than his Father, went to Court in 
deep Mourning, and tried to ruin his Bodily - 

Health, that he might likewiſe deſtroy his 
Wife's; but the Precaution which was us d, 
ſecur d her from his Approaches, and ſav d 

her from that Danger: But to be reveng d 
on Madam de Montaufter,. who he believ d 
had favour'd the King's Deſign, he deſir d, 


as in her Name, ſeveral of the Court. to 
e213 G 3 8 dine 
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dine with that Dutcheſs, and in the middle 
of their Meat told them, it was he who 
had brought them together to ſhow them 
the moſt famous Procureſs of the Court; 

but gave her a worſe Name, which l think 
not fit to repeat, and then overthrew the Ta- 
ble, making ſuch a terrible Rout, that Ma- 


dam de Montaufer loſt her Senſes, and thought 


a little after, going to the King s Maſs at 
Chapel, that ſhe ſaw her own Phantom or 
Likeneſs, as ſhe walked-alone in the great 
Gallery, which you know leads to the A- 
partments: The Gallery is long, and ſhe ſaid 
mme ſaw a Lady init char ooh daand wasdreſs d 
like her ſelf. This Viſion aſtoniſh'd her, 
and walked with her, and gave her Look 
for Look, and Salutation for Salutation. 
The Dutcheſs ask'd her Name ; ſhe anſwer'd, 
the was the Dutcheſs of Mont auſſer. This 
Anſwer affrighted the true Dutcheſs, and 
| the run into the Apartment, where they 
ſoon -perceiv'd the Diſorder of her Mind. 
They all diſcours d of this Adventure; ſome 
look d upon it as ſalſe, and others believ d 
it, and ſaid, that Madam de Mon tauſier, be- 
ing of the Lafgran Family, it frequently 
-happen'd to thoſe of it, to ſee their own 
Phantom ſometime ar: dy d and the 
Death of Madam de Monranfiearyuho alſody d 
ſoon after, fortify d their Opinion: Fr my 
Part, who do not really give: Credit o * 
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ders, I fancy that Madam de Montaufier ſaw 
her ſelf in the Looking-Glaſles in the Gal» 
lery, and her Mind being diſturb d before by 
the Freak of Monſieur de Monteſpan, ſhe was 
perſwaded of the Matter. But, to return to 
the Stories of the Chevalier de Gondrin, he 
acquainted me with this pleaſant one: After 
Madam de Monteſpan was declar'd the Kings 
Miſtreſs, ſhe went one Morning to buy 
ſome Things ſhe fancied in the Palais, and 
not being willing to have them put in her 
Coach, the bid the Shopkeeper's Wife ſend. 
them to her Home, and for fear of a Mi- 
ſtake, ask d her if ſhe knew her; Ves, Mas 
dam, replyd the Woman, I have the Ho- 
nour to know you, are not you the that 

urchas d Madam 2 Valliere s Imploy 2 
know not how Madam de Monteſpan took the 
Thing, but I laugh'd heartily/at it When the 
Chevalier told it me. He further informd 
me, that when Madam de Menteſpan was al- 
terwards in Diſgrace, ſhe reſolv d to return 
the King the Jewels he had preſented her, 
and ſent them to him in a Casket. At firſt 


he would not receive them, but Madam * 


Maintenon being with him, pray d him co 
open the Box, and perſwaded him to take 
out the moſt beautiful in it, and ſend back the 
reſt to Madam de Monteſpan, who found the 
Folly ſhe had committed, and kept the Re- 


mainder, without committing a ſecond, by 
151 G * ſending 5 
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ſending them again. This is what I had 
from the Chevalier, but nothing pleas d me 
like Madam 7a Paliere's Imployment. Here 
is at the Waters a little Woman, whoſe 
Adventure would rake me laugh, if her 
Condition did not move my Pity; ſhe is 
fallen into the Palſy by her Husband's cruel 
Uſage. This Wretch, inſtead of ſhewi 
her Tenderneſs, took a Whimſy the fir 
Night of bis Marriage, to ask her the moſt 
injurious Queſtions, and in a ſerious Tone, 
demanded of her if ſne had never favour d 
any Lover, and requir'd her to affirm it by 
her Oath, telling her this Confeſſion was 
neceſſary for his Quiet; the young Creature, 
being afflicted by his Suſpicions, he imagin d, 
that inſtead of appeaſing him, as he deſir d, 
me only endeavour d to clude his Queſtions, 
5 for fear of taking a falſe Oath, and began 
£ to grow froward: Ah, Huſſey, cry'd he, 
__ _ dareſt thou not ſwear; I ſee what I muſt truſt 
to, and thou ſhalt never have a Moment's 
Quiet, till you wiſh the Devil may take 
you if what I fear be true: The poor Wo- 
man, who perceivid ſhe muſt ſubmit; wiſh'd 
the Devil ſhould take her if ſhe was'guilty ; 
bur 'ſhe had ſcarce pronouncd the Words, 
when ſhe perceiv'd her ſelf ſeized by a Pair 
of Hairy Hands and Claws, the Phantom 
= ſeeming to her of a' Gigantick Size, and 
8 throwing her on his Back, in ſtriving = 
WHEEL] | 8 | | elt 
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felt he had Horns on his Head, and all the 


Furniture of a Devil, the made moſt dread- 5 


ful Cries, while the Husband bawl'd to her 
from his Bed, If ſhe would confeſs her guilt, 

the Devil wou'd ſer her down, and that it 
was the Puniſhment of her falſe Oaths: 
All this was loſt Labour, for ſne heard no- 

thing, the Fright having ſeiz d her Spirits. 
This Devil carry'd her to the Top of the 
Houſe, leaving her there without" Senſe ; 
while he came down to acquaint her Hus. 
band what he had done, who gave Orders to 
bring her to Life, and it was but a miſerable 
one, ſhe having ever ſince remain d in this 


that this pretended Devil was no other than 
a Valet hid under the Bed in that Diſguiſe 
by the Husband's Order. The Pyſieians ſay 
it will occaſion her Death. I can aſſure you 
if it depended on my Sentence, I would 
have the Villain hang'd as his Wife's Mur- 
therer. But to the purpoſe; concerning the 
Palſie, here has fallen out a Miracle in our 
Neighbourhood, at a Place wherethey have 
4 Notre Dame, call'd dur Lady' de Lieſſe, 
which they ſay performs mighty Miracles. 
This Notre Dame is attended by Benedictins 
"of a very jovial Temper, ' who reap great 


Paralitick Condition. Lou muſt know; . 


Profit oni her Ladyſhip. They have ex. 


cellent Wine, and receive Folks extream 
Findly at their Houſe, | Theſe good Fathers 
6225 one 
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one Day treated a Gentleman call'd Di/au- 
tier, who came to ſee them, and who, by 
what appears, had no great Faith in Mira- 
cles, and calld in Queſtion thoſe- the 
Monks had boaſted of. The Diſpute grow- 
ing warm on both Sides, Monſieur Diſau- 
tier ſaid, If you have the Power you boaſt 
of, why don't you cure a poor Fellow in the 
Village of the Palſie, who has lain this 
Eighteen Years Bedrid 2 This Cure would 
do you Honour, The Monks excus d them- 
ſelves upon his want of Faith. Well, ſaid 
Monſieur Deſautier, having a Glaſs of Wine 
in his Head, but I my ſelf will engage to 


make him walk this very Evening, without 


conſulting his Faith, They laid a Wager 
upon it, he defiring nothing but a Friar's 
Cowl for his Expedition, which he accou- 
tred himſelf with according to his own 
Fancy, and after he had done, he went to 
the lame Man's, who had only a little Girl 
that tended him in the Houſe; he ſoon 
found an Errand for her, when ſtalking 
ravely to the Bed where the Paralitick Pea- 
ant had lain Eighteen Years ; he told him 
he pitied his Condition, and was come with 
an Intent to deliver him from it, upon Con- 
dition he would give himſelf to him: And 
vo are you faid the ſick Man, trembling 2 
1 am the Devil, anſwer'd Monſieur Diſau- 
ces, 
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ces, in ſuch a terrible manner that the 


Fellow jump d out of his Bed, without con- 
ſidering his Weakneſs, the fear having ſuf- 
ficiently furniſh'd him with Strength; run» 
ning about the Village they had much ado to 
ſtop him, though his Diſtemper ſoon re- 
turn'd upon him. Monſieur Deſautier won 
his Wager, having made him not only walk 
but run. This is Fact, and but newly done, 
ſo there can be no doubt of it; ſee the Power 
of Fear. I have heard alſo of a young Man 
at Thoulouſe, who was condemn'd to die, 
and the Execution being deferr d till the next 

Day, his Hair that Night became as white 

as Snow, though it was quite black before. 
The Judges, ſurprized at this ſtrange Alte - 
ration, thought Nature muſt needs have 
ſuffered terribly to procure ſuch a Change, 
and pardoned the Criminal on that Conſi- 
deration. I am very well pleaſed that Biſhop 
de Puy has ſtopd the babling of the Duke of 
B--— Mouſieur Monbel acquainted me the 
Biſhop himſelf was ſerved the ſame Sauce in 
this Country, by the late Biſhop of Nifmes, 
. e Cons, 22 ay dt Lars 

mes is happy in it's Biſbops: He we ſpeak 
of was one of the greateſt Men in his 
Time, as alſo one of the brighteſt Wits, 


but of very mean Birth, owing to his Me- 


. 
Ts 
* 


it alone e had attained. This 
Biſhop diſputed againſt Monſicur ds Pg, 
of ES ee Who 
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who prov'd of the Family of Betune, whoſe 
Name he bears, and being enraged that the 


Biſhop of Niſmes was too hard for him by his 
Eloquence, fell upon him with Invectives be- 


ſore the whole Parliament, and reproached 


him with his mean Abſtraction: But the 
Biſhop of Niſmes, without any Heat, an- 
ſwered him in a Tone of Contempt, ſay- 
ing, If you had been my Father's Son you 
would have kept Hogs ; all the "Nobility 
admired his Reply, and I was fopleas'd with 
it, that I have ſent it you, and ſurely there 
is nothing more ridiculous than thoſe, who 
to make themſelves conſiderable, are forced 
to dig up their Anceſtors Tombs: It is adorn- 
ing themſelves with borrowed Ornaments, 
it being much more noble to be cloathed 
with their own Deſerts ; and I had rather 
have acted the Part of Monſieur Cons than 
Monſieur Berunet. We expect here in few 
Days the Biſhop of B-—, whoſe Name is 


B-—, the "Phyſicians have ſent him to 


the Waters for the Dili pation'of his Me- 
lancholy. This Prelate was deputed by the 
States to carry a Commiſſion to the King, 
which would have obtained him both Mo- 
ney and Honour, by the Harangue he was 
to make his Majeſty. The Biſhop had pre- 
pared himſelf with great Study, and doubt- 

ed not to out. do Monſieur Flechier, but 


could not get to the end of the Oration, 
not 
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not having Courage enough to pronounce 
it, which expoſed him to the Laughter at 
Court, and he came down with a. ſort of 
Amazement, which degenerated into a deep 
Melancholy. They ſay it is not the firſt 
Time his Underſtanding has given him the 
Slip; but at the opening of the States of 
the Province he did the ſame before that 
illuſtrious Aſſembly, in the middle of his 
Sermon, which occaſion d this Epigram. 


"= nothing en the babling Fop, $4; 5 
And to his prating put aſtop ? hor 
Tes, make him but a Pulpit Mount, © 
He'll ſoon be mute, depend upon t. 
Thus you ſee, Madam, Prelates are no 


more ſpared than other People,no morethan 
they diſtinguiſh themſelves from they reſt 


of Mankind, they giving themſelves greater 


Liberties here than in other Places; and if 
you remember the Oath of the Duke de/a 
Feuillade when he affirmed any Thing to the 

King was, Sir, may I be damn d like a Bi- 
ſhop of Languedoc, if what I tell your Ma- 
zeſty is not true; yet there are found ſome 
who are good Men among them, and who 
live like ſuch; he of Mirepois is look d upon 

as a Saint. The Biſhop: of Faimers is ſuch 
another; the Biſhop of Mirepois went to pay 
the other a Viſit, but the Roads betweeen 


Pamiers and Mirepois being bad, his Coach 
+ | __ I | Over- 


4 
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overturn d him in the Dirt, and his Coach- 
man could not raiſe it. Monſieur de Mire- 
pois got out as well as he could, while his 
Servants helped the Coachman with their 
utmoſt Strength, but diſpairing to get it out 
of the Mire, turning to his Maſter he ſaid, 
My Lord, we muſt ſtay here all Night, for 
while you are preſent I cannot make my 
Horſes move. Monſieur de Mirepois won- 
dring at what his Servant ſaid, ask'd him 
the Reaſon ; It is, ſaid he, becauſe I dare 
not ſwear before you, and if I don't ſwear 
we ſhall never get out of the Slough. The 
good Biſhop finding nothing was to be done, 
'd, Well then, ſwear a little, but not 
much : The Coachman made uſe of his 
_ Permiſſion, and the Horſes being us'd to 
that Noiſe, quickly ſet the Coach at Liber- 
ty, and the Biſhop's Compliance was a Sub- 
ject for Mirth, but all was meant to a good 
End. As I have no grear Love for Play, I 
always leave it for Converſation, and havin 
many of the fame Mind here, it is not har 
to find their Stories delight me, but you 
having more diverting Amuſements at Pa- 
ris, may well weary of my Tales, 
therefore I bid you good Night, and go to 
Bed my (elf, fbr it is paſt two of the Clock. 


Tam. 
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LE Am much pleaſed you love not 
play, that Pleaſure would be 

only to your ſelf, but I have 
my Share in the Pleaſure you I 

take in Accounts you give 
ky you are in; you 
have told me ſeveral Circumſtances of Ma- 
dam de Monteſpan, which | knew not before. 
Your Biſhop of Bexiers deſerved to be ſerved 
in the ſame kind as one of our gat Ab- 
bots was here, who 1nvited both the Court 
and n had made 
with great P ion, which he was to 
preach in the Church of the New Catholicks 
but was quite out, and ſtop d ſhort before 
the whole Aſſembly. You may jadge of the 
Grief it was to him, which to augment; 
ſome charitable Perſon, ſent him a long Let- 
ter to banter it: by which you 
may 


bt, 
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may perceive they are as miſchievious here 
as in Languedoc. I believe my ſelf the Bi- 
ſbops are as much Libertines, witneſs our 
defunct Archbiſhop. I have heard, that 
during his Paſſion for Madam Bretenvillers, 
the Husband ſurpriz d him one Day in 
ſome Diſorder with that Lady, and like a 
Wiſe Man he ſhut the Door, and went out, 
making Abundance of Signs of the Croſs 
with his Hands, both on the one Side and 
the other, upon all he met. One of his 
Friends, who chanced to be upon the Stairs, 
furprizd with the Novelty, asked him the 
Reaſon. Mr. Bretenvillers reply d, It is be- 

cauſe my Lord Archbiſhop is doing my Bu- 


-  fineſs above Stairs, and it is but juſt I ſhould 


take the Pains to do his. The Clergy is eve- 
ry where corrupt; neither do they mind 
their Breviaries any more here than any 
where elſe : The Court is in Mourning for 
Monſieurs Death, and I doubt not you are 
ſenſible gf his Loſs, for that Prince had al- 
ways ſhewn a reſpect for you. Monſieur 
de Chartres is now Duke of Orleans, which 
Honour the King promiſed to continue, in 

Conſideration of his Marriage. All Mon- 
ſieur 's Officers are continued in their Places; 
he dy d on a ſudden: Having heated his 
Blood at Lanſquennet, à kind of Apoplexy 
enſued. He had been long ſince told, Play - 


would do him ſome extraordinary Preju- 
; dice, 
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dice, but he could not ſorbear it. The King 
appears very much concerned at his Death: 
Madame reſolves to retire upon it, and 
Monſieur 4 Orleans comforts himſelf with 
Madamoiſelle Seri, one of Madam's Maids of 
Honour, who is now his Miſtreſs declar'd : 
| ſhe is a very fine Woman, and in all like- 
lihood will fix him, and make him forget 
little Deſmare. You know that Comedian 
ſucceded Florence who danced in the Opera; 
but perhaps you know not her Infidelity to 
that Prince with little Baron the Player. The 
Thing was affirmed, and ſhe did not deny it. 
Mr 4 Orleans took a Son from her he had by 
her, and all the Preſents he had made her, 
which ſhe returned with Joy,thioking her ſelf 
happy in the Liberty that ſhe now had to give 
her ſelf intirely to her dear Baron the Come- 
dian, imagining that hy theſe diſintereſted 
Sentiments ſhe ſoars even to Heroiſme. The 
Duke left her with Regret, though at pre- 
ſent I believe he thinks no more of her, and 
that the charming Seri comforts him in all 
Things. Here is great Preparations for 
War, none doubting but it will ſoon be decla- 
red. They will not acknowledge the Ele- 
ctor of Brandenburgh as King of Pruſſa; 
but perhaps they may feel his Reſentments 
on that Subject, for ſhould he join with King 


N Wikiam, he would N TR 
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his Party; he is ſaid to have all the Qualities 
fit for a great King; his Princeſs is incom- 

parable both in Body and Mind. I heard 
great Things ſaid of her by the Dutcheſs of 
Orleans, who did me the Honour to ſhew 


me ſeveral of her Letters, which are charm- 


ingly fine. I heard alſo the other Day that 
Court is now the molt ſhining and polite of 
Europe, and by what I underſtand of it, I 
fear it may eclipſe ours, and riſe upon its 


Ruins. 4 wiſh the King would not fall out 


with ſuch Potent Allies, but ſuch is his 
good Pleaſure, and nothing muſt. be ſaid 
againſt it: The Collectors and Exciſe- Men, 
who devour the People, are moſt in Faſhion, 
but moſt hated by all good Men. The Court 
protects them for its own Advantage, and 
this is their Reign, on which there is an odd 
Remark, #exry the Fourth, they «day, , was 
the Father of his People, and they have 
placed him on the Pont Neuf; Lewis the 
Tirteenth inthe middle of the Palace-Roy- 
al, becauſe he loved the Nobility, and Lewis 
the Fourteenth in the Palace de Vicloires, 
ſurrounded by Bloodſuckers, Collectors and 
Exciſe-Men, with which that Quarter is fill- 
ed : I leave you to make the Concluſion. It is 
Monſieur de Pontchartrain who has ſet theſe 


7 People upon the Foot they now ſtand,and he 


has his Share of the publick Hatred for it. 


Above all, he gives his Protection to one 
called 
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called Bourvailais *, who is the Deteſtation 
of human Nature ; you mult have heard his 
Name in your Travels, for it is written int 
all the Inns, together with that of Pilot 
 Buffy;+ ſome ſay even to Conſtantinople. This 
Bourvailais has formerly worn a Porter 'sCoat; 
his Enemies ſay he was Servant to the Hang- 
man; but this is certain, his Coach now daſh- 

es the Dukes and Peers, and he has a noble 
Palace in the Street des Boulois, near the Place 
de Victoires. Some time ſince one Cordier, 
whoſe Family were all Servants in the Palais 
Royal, invented a Proje to bring the King 
in Money. This Bourvailais promiſed 
preſent M. Pontchartrain his Memoir, aſſu- 
ring him, if it were accepted, he ſhould 
have Fifteen Thouſand Francs for his Scheme, 
and after a while obtain'd the Grant of the 
Matter in Qyeſtion for himſelf, only chang- 
ing ſome Forms in the Project to make Cor- 
dier believe that it was not his had been 
pitched upon. Cordier ſaw the Trick, and not 
underſtanding Raillery in the matter,he went 
to Boarvailgis, and clapping a Piſtol to his 
Head, oblig'd him to make good what he had 
promiſed. BowruatHais was alone in his Office, 
and ſo hard preſs d by Cordier, who told him 
7 E This is he ſo often mentioned in the News-Papert ” be 
now under Examination in the Chamber F Juſtice in France. 
1 Mi, Piht Buffy (who war living in Paris about # 
Dozen Tears ago) was an ald griding Uſurer, — 
for an ugly Bloate nes, a: for A Avarice. N Y 


he 
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he would kill him, If he offered to call any 
Aſſiſtance, to that to get clear, he ſign d a 
Bill for the Summ demanded, -payable to 
the Bearer 3 but Cordier was no ſooner gone 
out, but he run after him, calling ſtop 
Thief. The poor unhappy Wretch was 
ſeized juſt entring the Palais Royal by the 
Gate of the Kitchin Court. They found 
him with the Piſtol and Bill, and immedi- 
ately making out his Proceſs, he was con- 
demned to be hanged, though he was only 
guilty in the illegal Courſe he took, to get the 
Summ Bourvailais really owed him. The 
- Dutcheſs of Orleans, who is the beſt of Prin- 
ceſſes, did all ſhe could to fave him, in Con- 
ſideration of his Relations. When he was 
condemn d the Lieutenant-Criminal retarded 
the Execution for a few Hours, during which 
ſhe haſtened to Verſailles to beg the King's 
Pardon for him, but he refuſed her, becauſe 
Monſieur Pontchartrain told him he ought 
to oblige thoſe who brought him in Money. 
The Dutcheſs was cruelly mortify'd with the 
Refuſal, and Cordier was hang'd, though 
lamented by the whole City. This Action 
having much added to the Hatred Mr Bour- 
wailais lay under before; by this you may 
judge what Intereſt the Dutcheſs has. The 
other. Day ſhe told a certain Perſon freely, 
If you would ruin your Affairs ſend me to 
ſollicit them ; and ſhe had ſufficient Reaſon 


to ſay fo, when the Recommendation - 
| t 
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the leaſt Clerk in the Revenue ſhall be 
preferred before that of the firſt Prince of 
the Blood. Conſider then in what Situa- 
tion our. Court is at preſent. What would 
Francis the firſt ſay, it he could return from 
his Tomb, to ſee our Nobility ſo abaſed, 
whoſe uſual Oath was, upon the Faith or Word 
of a Gentleman 2 To ſpeak freely, our 


Court is terribly degenerated, and is be- 


come a melancholy Place. The King grows 
old; the Duke of Orleans deſtroys himſelf 
with continual Hunting: The Duke of Bar- 
gundy is a Bigot, and there is none left but 
his Dutchefs, and the Duke of Berri, whom 
there is any Pleaſure to ſee. All the Cour- 
tiers Ambition is bounded in their En- 
deavours to be appointed the little Journeys 


of Marli, whither the King goes every Week, 
attended only by ſuch as he pleaſes to Name, 
for none but the Elect may aſpire to this 


Felicity, the Number being too few for eve - 
ry one to have his Turn. And the Princes 
of the Blood are oſten excluded; the late 
Duke of Orleans was glad when he was 


left out of the Number: He uſed to ſpend 


that Time at Parzs, highly pleaſed to be ca- 
reſs'd at his going to hear Mals with 
the Fathers of the Oratory, by the Fiſh- 
Wives, as he drove through the Mar- 
ket preceded by a few Drums and, 
Hautboys ; in truth he was not in the 

. 4 4 H 3 Wrong 
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Wrong to love Paris, for he was extreamly 
beloved there, and as much Lamented. 
Now we are upon the Journeys to Marli, 
there lately happened a pleaſant Scene upon 
it: The Princeſs de Montauban being vexd 
ſhe never was nam d for that Journey, went 
to the Princeſs of Harcourt, and offered her 
a Thouſand Crowns to go in her ſtead on 
the firſt Opportunity. The Princeſs of 
Harcourt, whoſe whole Revenue conſiſts in 
her Wits, accepted the Offer, but the King's 
Conſent was (till wanting for this Exchange, 
wherefore that Evening ſhe ſaid to him, 
Sir, I think the Princeſs de Montarban 
has never yet been at Mar/i, I know it 
very well, ſaid the King. Yet I believe, 
Sir,anſwered the Lady,ſhe has a great deſire 
to go thither; I doubt not that faid the King. 
But, Sir, ſaid ſhe, won't your Majeſty be 
pleaſed to appoint her. There is no Neceſ- 
ſity for that,' replied the King. But, Sir, 
cry'd the Princeſs of ZZarcourt, at laſt, it 
will be worth a Thouſand Crowns to me, 
and your Majeſty knows I want them. Upon 
which the King laugh'd at the Bargain, and 
conſented to the Change. You ſee here 
they make Money of every Thing. In the 
mean Time divert your felf at *Bagneres, 
and get as many Stories as you can, pro- 

vided you let me know them. 1 
4 K an. 
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2 9 2 0 U will be ow; Madam, eo 
WO ed with me, for I having been 
Y\ unfortunare at Play, have abſo- 
Wy lutely forſaken it, reſolving no 
more to uſe it: Indeed, I never 

much delighted in it. I now devote my 
felf to Converſation, which is extreamly 
diverting here, where Monfieur de Mombell, 
Syndic of Languedoc, has diverted me with 
feveral pleafant Adventures. He is come 
hither for the Cure of the Sciatics, and his 
Son's Wife to have Children: She has con- 
fulted a Notre Dame, who gives her Oracles 
in a moſt extraordinary Manner; ſhe mult 
be addreſs'd by nine Days Prayers "ſucceſſive 
ly ; and then the Woman that deſires 0 
have Iſſue, muſt go up to the Altar at 4 
certain Paſſage in the nioth Maſs, wherg 
ſhe will fall, Þy which they knew whether 
H 4 0 
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her Prayers are granted, or no; if ſhe fall 
upon her Feet it is a ſign of Sterility, but 
if ſhe fall backward there is no doubt ſhe is 
fruitful : Monſieur e Mombell's Daughter- 
in-Law fell on one Side, wherefore the An- 
fwer feems doubtful: Upon which her Phy- 
ſicians have adviſed her to drink the Waters; 
She 1s a mighty pretty Woman, but ſome- 
thing too credulous and ſuperſtitious; ſhe 
is ſo devout as to think that Bells ought to 
be baptized, and calls thoſe Hereticks who 
think there are no Conjurers, with many 
other Errors of this Nature, which ſhows 
| the has ſeen but little of the World. For 
Example, ſhe told me the other Day that 
ſome wicked Enchanter prevented her ha- 
ving Iſſue, and that ſtrange Knots were 
found in her Bed, which was a plain Proof 
of Sorcery ; when perceiving l had not 
much Faith in her Relation, you would be 
much more ſurprized, ſaid ſhe, if you 
knew what happened to a Gentleman in 
the Flower of his Youth, in our Neigh- 
bourhood : He went every Night to Bed in 
perfect Health, but waked in the Morning, 
ſo weak and faint, he was hardly able to 
breathe, All the Phyſicians in our Coun- 
try were conſulted to diſcover the Occaſion, 
and remedy this Illneſs, but it was beyond 
their Skill: Ar laſt an affectionate Servant 
diſcovered the whole Myſtery, after havin 
ee 
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deſired his Maſter to keep the Secret; he 
acquainted him that his Lady, as ſoon he 
was fallen aſleep, pronouncing ſome M 
cal Words, took out of a little Box a 0 4 
with a Golden Curb, which ſhe puts in his 
Mouth, he immediately became a very fine. 
Horſe, his Wife mounted him and define 
him about all Night ; and in the Morning, 
by the Power of her C harms, made him 
come into his Bed again, and that this No- 
cturnal Fatigue was the only Occaſion. of 
his Weakneſs. The Gentleman aſtoniſh d at 
this Diſcovery, ſeizes his Wife's Box, where 
he found the Bridle and Curb, with her con- 
juring Book, in which were all her Magi gical 
Words. Thus being convinced of the Fat 
he made his Wife go to Bed firſt, under 
ſome feigned N and as ſoon 28 ſhe. 
was aſleep turned her into a Mare, in the 
ſame manner as ſhe had made him a Horſe, 
and put her into his Stable, deſiring her 
Brothers to come to him upon urgent Bu: 
ſineſs : They fail'd not coming, he propo- 
fed to them to buy a Mare which was newly. 
ſent him from Spain; as ſhe was extream- 
beautiful, they all agreed on the Price, but 
before be delivered the Mare he took off the 
Bridle; and you muſt think the Gentlemen 
were ſtrangely ſurprized to find ſhe was 
their own Siſter: In . vain ſhe wept, and 
ey herſelf hk her Husband's Feet ; there 

a Was 
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was no Quarter for her, but her Brothers 
took her Home, and treated her as ſhe de- 
ſerved. What have you to ſay to this, 
Madam, faid the to me: This is Fact. 
anſwered her; apparently, Madam, the 
Cock crowed, and you waked : She begun 
to be vex d at me, but Monſieur Mombell, her 
Father-in-Law, join'd us, and interrupted our 
farther Converſation, to acquaint us he had re- 
ceived Letters from Montpellier, that the Col- 
lege of Phyſicians had loſt one of their moſt 
celebrated Members, namely the famous Dr. 
Barbeirac, who died in Spite of all his Learn- 
ing, he informed me, that among his Pa- 
pers were found ſome Letters from the Dau- 
phin, recomending the Marchioneſs de Rouſe 
to him, who went to lye-in at Montpellier, 
acquainting him alſo, that her Children 
were. his, and it is faid he has had three by 
her ?#ncognito ': If it be fo you ſee the Secret 
has taken Wind; but thoſe that are wiſe on- 
ly whiſper it, imitating the Diſcretion of the 
Count de Rouſe, who, though well inform- 
ed of his Daughter-in-Law's Conduct, ſeems 
ignorant of it; and, like a true Politician, 

es no more than they would have him ſee. 
Mr. de Mombell was further informed that 
the Counteſs de Ganges being diſguſted with 
the Aﬀront the Biſho of Montpellier had 


given her, reſolved to fell her fine Houſe, 


and live in Paris. And this Houſe, as! mn 
CE 74 _ to 
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told you, being built upon the Ruins of the 
Proteſtants Church, was enlarged ſo fat that 
they were fain to remove à Stone Oroß, 
which was 5 in the 1 Verſes, po gave Oc- 
ſion for theſe aer erſes ſpeaking 1 

the Croſs. 2 4 * 170 


Ob * G! Behold not Venus Guilt+ 
Before thy Face they. bave her Temple m 


Fly from 101 Place, ſo finful, {a allor d 5105 
For Venus and the Mat can ne er am. 0 


You ſee nothing pared in this C 
the Counteſs 
dance of ſhocking 
forget them in - 2 
how Monſieur Panautier, Ren wet 15 
Province of Languedoc, und og the 
alſo of it, is is in Triumph, afret 
having been zecuſed of Poyſoning, ant 
keeps a Table again, where all the greateſt 
Lords of the Eſtates think it an Honour to 
dine : This Man, of whom, when he Was 


impriſoned at "Paris, theſe Vale: it 
un 7 SPY wr A 


1 ba, 1 bis p, 6 Ft : 55 

Found every Man a hearty Friend, 
1 was becanſe be had th Addreſs _. 0 32 at 
A 0 oo his Foes all t their End. | 
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ball be be then leſs Guilty thought, _ 
:.., Becauſe bes liberal of his Stores? 
Fe, know his Table-coſts him nought; _ 
Hie males it furniſt/d by the Poor. 


SAP 655; eile 7 46 bt IDS $1.25 . 
When 1 had run over Monſieur Mombe//'s 
News, it came into my Head to ask him 
ſome Queſtions, and among others the Eti- 
mology of the Name of Montpellier; he 
told: me the moſt general Opinion was, it 
had. formerly belonged to Virgins, and be- 
ing built upon a Hill it was called Mont 
de Facelles, or tbe Maid's Mount; from 
whence, corrupted to Montpellier; and that 
formerly it had been a little Sovereignty. 
i certain Princeſs of Arragas, who had 
married an Earl of Provence, being over- 
taken at Sea, by a dreadful Storm, when 
ſhe Was going to her Husband, was caſt | 
away on this little Dominion of the Count 
de Montpellier, who received her extraordi- 
narily, - making her many Feaſts, and gi- 
ving her all Aſſiſtance neceſſary. When 
ſhe had ſufficiently repoſed herſelf, and re- 
paired the Damages of the Shipwreck on her 
Equipage, ſhe reſolved to take her Leave, 
but the Count did not intend that ſo good 
a Fortune, which was fallen into his Hands, 
ſhould. ſo eaſily eſcape him; and being un- 
married himſelf, he had no Inclination to 


part with it to another. The Princeſs ad- 
2 viſed 
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viſed with thoſe who accompanied her, 
who knowing the Reaſons of the ſtro 
are always in the Right, ſhe gave her ſelf 
to the Count of Montpellier; perhaps with 
ſome ſeeming Conſtraint; but he was 2 
handſome Man, and preſent, Advantages 
very confiderable in Matters of Love. At 


laſt the Marriage was performed, the King 


of Arragen not being acquainted withit"till 
it was too late to oppoſe it. The Earl of Pro- 
vence was fain to have Patience for want of a 
better Remedy, and our new married Couple 
remained in Tranquillity and Peace at Men- 
pellier: But, added Monſieur de amlell, 
Love growing ſoon weary of a calm Re- 
poſe, troubled that of this Court; the Count 


fell deſperately in love with a Servant of 


- his Wives, and did all he could to ſhake-her 
Virtue ; but his Attempts proving in vain, 
he took ſuch a Diſguſt to the Princeſs, re- 


garding her as the only Obſtacle to his 


Happineſs, that he broke off all Friendſliip 
with her. This kind of Divorce laſted ſa- 
veral Years, ang the Perſon! that canſed' ir 
deſired to be diſcharged, but could by no 
means obtain it, while the Princeſs ſuffered 
all patiently. But the People murm 


and at length the Magiſtrates: held a Co“j. 


cil, and deputed ſome of their Body to go 
to the Princeſs, to beſeech her Conſent to 
"an innocent Artifice they had reſolved on 


210 Lir rin XXXI. 


Foe her Service; which was, to obtain of 
her Attendant to ſeem favourable to the 
Count's Paſſion, and appoint a Meeting on 
any Night ſhe thought fit, and that under 
Pretence of Modeſty, he ſhould comewith- 
ont any Light; while under the Favour of 
Darknefs,' her Miſtreſs ſhould be ſubſtituted 
zn her Place: The Princeſs had ſome Diffi- 
'culty to quench: thoſe Fires another had 
- kindled ; but however ſhe yielded to Reaſons 
of State, and perhaps to others more mo- 
ving: And her Servant on the other hand, 
conſented her Virtue ſhould be doubted: for 
a le Hours, to'fhine more brightly after- 
-wards:- The Project was accordingly put 
in Brecution, as it had been concluded ; 
and when the Count thought himſelf at 
the higheſt uf his Wiſhes; the Magi- 
rates entred the Room in their Robes, 
and falling on their Knees by the Bed - ſide, 
having ſhowed the Count his Error, beg d 
Pardon ſor having cauſed it. He ſeem d at 
ſirſt diſpleaſed with the Authority they had 
:aſlnemed over his Pleaſures but coming to 
tainvſelf,” and touched with>thoſe Marks'of 
Tenderneis he had received from the Coun- 
des at the Time when he gave her .convin- 
eing Proofs of that he had for another; he 
eg d her Pardon, and commented ehe Zeal 
and Affection of his Subjects, thanking 


chem ſor their Care in recovering * 5 
ot? | $ 
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his Error: The Lady's Virtue, was extolled, 


and ſhe. rewarded, and, beſides the Merit gf 
her Virtue had Permiſſion to go Home; and 
the Count would not ſo much as ſee he 
living ever after in the beſt Agreement wit 
the Princeſs. From this Reconciliation 


came a Prince, who afterwards, inherited the 
Kingdom of Arragon, by which means Mont- 
pellier appertained to that Crown; and many 
Arregani an Families tranſported themſelxes 
thither, and , lows of them are yet remain 
10g,, diſtinguiſh f by. the Name of Marrs; 
it being, alledged their | Deſcent, is from 


the Jed o Moors, with whom che. King- 


dom of, i ain Was formerly } OvVex-run. 
Here e Mombel/ ended his Story, 


and thanking him for the Trouble he had 
taken, I went to his Daughter-in-Law, who 
was with a young Lady; I. was/informed 

was the , Marquſe de Yernac, ;.and that 
firſt Ceremonies, | asked her if ſhe. agver 
came to that great City, and whether, 
might not hope for the Honour to ſee — 


4 


there .She told me ſhe was not permi 
to go into it: And pray, Madam, ſaid I, 
baniſhed Lon It is a Vow, ſaid ſhe, by 
which I have bound my ſelf, and rather 
than break my Vow, I have preferr d a 


teh in the Country, to a much more ad- 


n vantageous 


4 6 
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vanta one that was propoſed to me 
In that City. found ſomething ſo extra- 
ordinary in this Lady's Diſcourſe, that the 
Liberty of this Place allowing of being ſoon 
uainted, I entreated her to oblige me 
with the Reaſons of her making ſuch a 
Vow: Very readily, ſaid ſhe, we will ſe- 
parate from the reſt of the Company, and 
ſet our ſelves down by the Side of a Spring, 
and fince you deſire to know my Hiſtory ſaid 
Madam de Vernac, I will tell it you. I Was 
born in the Country upon my Fathers 
Eſtate, who was called the Marquefs de 
"Soubere, not far from I boulouſe : I was put 
into the Convent of St. Clare in that City, 
about my Seventh Year of Age; but having 
been a Child, uſed to my own Will, could 
not agree with the Nun's manner of Life, 
and much lamented the want of my Coun- 
try Pleaſures: That which renewed my 
Alflictions was the coming of my Mothers 
Woman to ſee the great been on the 
Seventeenth of May; ſhe viſited me in the 
Monaſtery, and had the Imprudence to ask 
me, if I would go Home again with her: 
1 immediately accepted her Offer, and as 
ſoon as ſne was gone, and the Nuns in the 
Quire, I found a way to eſcape out of the 
Convent, without being perceived. As 
ſoon as ever I was got out, I run all over 


_ "the 4111 thinking the whole Siſterhood at 
220 my 
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my Back, looking for my Mother's Wo- 
man every where, without finding her: 
At length Night rame upon me in à Place 
where — naſty: Smell made me ſuppoſe 
it was the Fiſh - Market; and it was ſo, l 
had no Choice but to hide my ſelf under a 
Stall, and there ſpend the Niglit: Aſter I 
had lain there ſome Hours, I heard ſome 
talking, and walking very near me, the Cu- 
rioſity, natural to our Sex, made me thruſt 
my Head out of my Neſt, I ſaw three young 
Women with a Lanthorn; and as I ſaw 
them, they alſo ſaw me, and ſaid to ont 
another, Let us take that little Girl, aud — 
the Diſpute; at the ſame Time asking 
what I did there : I replied; I had Joſt. — 
ſelf in looking for a young Womam who was 
called Jandton; pray, do you know her? 
Very well, anſwered. they, go along with 
us, and we will bring you to her; you may 
formalin followed them gladly, they carri- 
ed me a great way, into a Place I knew 
nothing of, where with much Pains lifting 
up a great Stone, they told me I muſt go 
into the Grave, where there was a Woman 
newly buried, and take off her Rings and 
Pendants. I then perceived their Diſpute 
was about who ſhould go into the Grave: 
This Employment being not to my liking, I 


would fain have diſpenſed with it, but 


3 not to be done; for they threatned 
I to 


j 


114 Ler rx XXXI. 

to ſhut me in it if I tefuſed: Finding I muſt 
g by Force, I went into it, and took the 
Rings from the dead Woman, and bei 
willing to get ſomething for my ſelf, 1 hi 
a Ring in my Boſom, and delivered the 
reſt to them; but they knowing what there 
was, cry'd, go again, you Baggage, there 
wants a fourth, fetch it, or we will ſnut you 
in the Grave: I needed not a Repitition, but 
went down again, as if I had gone to ſeek it: 
I took it from my Boſom, and ſtretch'd out 
my little Hand to reach em the Ring, which 
Thad a Mind to keep : They took ir, but had 
the Cruelty, after all, to lay the great Stone 
upon me; and there leave me in a Place fo 
full of Horror, that I might never diſcover 
what they had been doing. It is impoſſible 
for me to expreſs what I ſuffered, I cannot 
now think of it, without trembling; I was 
alone ſhut up with dead Corps, almoſt in 
the Center of the Earth, without Hope of 
any Humane Aſſiſtance: For beſides that it 
was an unfrequented Place, it feem'd im- 
poſſible to hear me cry from that Sub- 
terranean Hole: I then knew there was 
ſomething worſe than a Convent. At laſt 


I took the beſt way left me, which was to 
wait with Patience for my Death: I cannot 
but oſten wonder the Terror and Fright 
did not kill me; they fay, That is fate which 
God keeps. - Having ſpent about an Hour 
WW 4 N 
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in this fearful Condition, I heard ſome People 


walking over my Head, wha pulled away 
the Stone which covered the Grave, and then 
Ifaw three Men who came with the ſame 
Intentions the Womea had donebefore; and 
were preparing to come into the Grave 
but as ſoon as they ſaw me, they believed 
it was the dead Women, who was riſing to 
puniſh their Crime: They all fell upon the 
Ground, and I never knew: whether they 
were Dead, or in a Swoon ;- for I ſlay d not 
examine the Matter, but made all the 
Haſte I could from that diſmal Place; and 
at Break of Day I found my ſelf ia the 
Streets of Thoulouſe, when appearing er- 
treamly affrighted, ſome charitable People 
enquired what I ailed, and took the Pains 
to recover me from my Aſtoniſnment: 1 
told them mine and my Father's Name, 
which was well known; they ſoon carried me 
Home, where I had a Fit of Sickneſs, and it 
was believed I ſhould never recover: Aſter 
which I made an Oath never to ſet my 
Foot in 7houlexſe, which I have religiouſly 
obſerved, and not to break it, refuled' mar- 
rying a very rich Preſident of that Parlia- 
ment. As ſoon as Madam we Fernac had 
ended her Story, I agreed with her ſhe had 
great Reaſon for her Averſon to that 
City; I asked her if thoſe Women were ne- 
ver diſcovered, „ the Cruelty „ 
iq 2 
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her alive: She ſaid, her Parents never made 
vny Search after them, it being to no Purpoſe, 
ſince that Scene was acted in the 
Nigh - time, and in a Place which ſhe knew 
nothing of.” - I thought this a moſt 
:aftoniſhing Story, which you would not be 
diſpleaſed to hear, and I ſend it you for a 
real Truth, receiving it from the Perſon to 
whom it happened. Of late I ſee no more 
of the Chevalier de Gondrin, Lanſquenet 
_ wholly imploys him, and he is no longer 
my Aquaintance: But I get new © 
every Day. There is à Gentleman 'cMhe 
newly from / Rowergue, and a Neighbour of 
-the late Madam Fostanges, who knew her 
antimately;! and has acquainted me with 
many Particularities concerning her: He 
ſays ſne was moſt beautiful, which we know, 
that her only Defect das her Hair, ſome- 
thing inclining to red, but that was hid with 
Powder, and other Precautions ſhe made 
uſe of. Her Parents, reckoning upon her 
Beauty, and reſolving to make their Advan- 
tage of it, deſigned her, from her Child 
hood, ſor the illuſtrious Conqueſt we have 
ſeen her make; and accordingly, to put her 
in the way, by the Inter miſſion of the Dut- 
cheſs A Arpajon; they got her to be Maid of 
Honour to the Dutcheſs of Orleans, tho ſhe 
might perhaps have otherwiſe diſpoſed: of her 
ſelf, if the had followed her own 2 
1941 | E Or 
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for the Gentleman tells me ſhe ſeemed to have 
ſtrong ee towards Virtue: 


Temper was 1 a a little Melancholy, 
ng t 


more languiſhi 0 1 But, in fine, 
her Deſtiny, or rather her Parent's Ambi- 


tion, prevail'd over her Temper, ſhe We 
brou ht to Court by the Count de 5702 


the 


ings Lieutenant in Languedoc ; ; As 
as ſhe came to Court, Madam Monte- 
ſpan, always ready to deſtroy her ſelf, rold 
the King a Provincial Lady was brough 
to the Dutcheſs of Orleans, who was a Yue 
es, and an Idol of white Marble ; t 0 
King was curious to ſee this newly arrive 
Beauty: As he was then a Hunting; a 
Madawoiſelle Font ange having! followed be 
Miſtreſs, Madam de Monteſpas ſent for het 7 
and preſented her to the King, who ob- 
—. her ſo well, and found the Status 
ſo lovely, that like Pygmalion, he was vio; 
lently in Love with her ; while Madam” "tt 
Menteſpan, to put her out of Countenance, 
ſhowed the King her Neck, ſaying, Sir, how 
fine is that! Thoſe who were concern'd in 
Fortune of Madamoiſelle Fontange failed not 
to give her Advice, how to make her beſt 
of all Advantages, to. chat her Deſtiny was 
ſoon. accompliſh d, to the bitter Regret of 
Madam de Monteſpan, As ſoon as ſhe wa 
the King's declared Miſtreſs, * ſhe" gabe 


her ſelf e up to the Grandeur ſhe Was 
1 
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raiſed to, and kept but indifferent Meaſures 
with thofe 'who help'd to advance her. 
This Gentleman acquainted me, that the 
Darcheſs of Arpajon, having long deſired a 
private Converſation with her, obtain d at 

ſt ro ſee her at Seven of the Clock, and 
a Half, in the Morning, and that for half 
an Hour only; the Dutcheſs fail'd not be- 
ing there, and found Madamoiſelle Fontange 
juſt come from her Toilet, dreſs d and in 
Order, as if it had been Noon, who told 
her each Moment was allotted out, and ur 
Half an Hour ſhe had Affairs ſhe could net 
omit 3 and had taken that half Hour, ſhe 


ſpared her, from her own Reſt, that ſhe 
might loſe no Time. Madam D'4rpajor, 
not to loſe that which was ſo precious, 
old her ſhe came to recommend one of 
her Country Gentlemen to her, who had a 
Deſire to obtain a Place at Court, and 
d her Protection with the King: She 
anſwered the Dutcheſs, ſhe durſt never 
{peak to his Majeſty in Favour of a young 
Man, from which her Enemies might draw 
il Conſequences to her Diſadvantage ; and, 
in ſhort, would only uſe the Credit and In- 
tereſt ſhe might have to eſtabliſh and pre- 
ſerve the Happineſs her Stars had procured 
her: And then ſhewed Madam D'Arpajoz 
— Hand of her Watch was upon the 
oke of Eight ; and thus gave an End 
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to the Audience. Madam De told 
this Gentleman, who then Waſted on he 
that Madam de Font ange s Fortung had tpro 
her Head, and ſeem ꝗ much diſcontented at 
her Reception. Xou know all which hap- 
pened afterwards 10 that loyely Creature ; 
and as her Reign was like that of Roſes, 
ſweet. and ſhort, many have. believed. a 
jealous Rival aſſiſted the fatal Siſters in 
ſhortning the Thread of her Life; and this 
Report is ſpread in her Country as well as 
Paris: God only knows what is in it. A 
y 


little before ſne died, ſhe 45 7 
to come and fee her, but his Ma 


fearing his Sight might hinder her from 
looſening herſelf from the World, was un 
willing to grant her, this laſt  Fayour ; 
but at length however he did it; her 
Confeſſor telling the King ſhe would die 
contented after this Interview, ſo he had 
no way to refuſe her: The Day ſhe ex- 
pected this Viſit, ſue continually enquired! 
what it was a Clock? At the Wilh. Hour 
the King came, and was aſtoniſh d to ſee 
her in that Condition, * gothing but 
| Skin and Bones, and ſo disfigured, that 
it was impoſſible to khow her. She beg 
the King to pay her Debts,” and to di 
poſe of her diſter in Marriage, and he pro 
miſed her both, and kept his Word; fo 

her Siſter married Moaſieur Melae, 4 h 
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had with her all Madamoiſelle de Fontange 


2 who died in the Flower of her Vouth. 
e ſee what Sin produces; for, in ſhort, 
it is the fame with a Sovereign, as with 
any other Man. Here is the Epitaph made 
toy 1 Nan [ think a very good one, 
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EPITAPH 


beleid 1 Fontange. 


* „ Pair Ones k 100 fit Cab won 2. 
appear, 4 

A more important Care now. calls 

| T1108 here : 

Approach, and in this faithful Mirror, fee © 
The certain Caſe in which you ſoon ſhall 3 

Once envious of my Grandeur, and my State, 
Have Pity now on what was then your Hare. 
Love rais'd me ſoon, like a bright Star on high; 
But ab / bam ſoon Love's Vittim too was 1 ! 
If my Ambition led me to this Vice, _ 

ft cat my Liſe ; alas! 4 Fatal Price. 

Sudden 
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Suden the Court's Amazemient I appear d ;. 
 Fix'd in my Sovereign 3 1 8 th no &h 4 4 

(Arts I feard. 1 
None in ſo ſhort a Tine, 6 high b, 


How near' is/Grandeur to the Grave ally 'd > 
What 11 P. artitions do the Bounds drode ? 
GAT Nen 

Perhaps * will ſay, Madam, I — 2 
old News ; but pray obſetve I only ſpeak c 
ſuch Circumſtances which neither you nor 

knew before; nor had I been informed oł 
15 but for this Gentleman of Rouergae; 
N enen them from the firſt . 4. 
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From FONTAINEB LEAU. 
Bras HE News you have taken the 
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A Ke Trouble to ſend me, is new, to 
we, Madam, and I give y 
my due Thanks. I never heard 
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the Particulars your Gentlemen 
of Rorvergue has imparted to you in Ma- 
dam Fontange's Hiſtory, nor her Epitaph, 
which I think very proper; I lament with 
you that fine Creature, and blame her Con- 
duct; bug aboye all, her wretched Parents, 
who made her a Sacrifice to their Ambition. 
I would not have believed the Dauphin had 
carry'd his Conftancy ſo.far with Madam de 
Roure, though I knew he loved her exceed- 
ingly, and that he being once with the King 
Cboiſ, his Majeſty told him, that for conſide- 
rable Reaſons, he thought ſit to ſend that 
Lady into Exile. The Son, with Submiſſion, 
reply'd, You are Maſter, Sir, but if your 
Majeſty baniſh her to the furtheſt Part of the 
World, I will follow the next Day: He 
was ſurprized with this Anſwer, which 15 

| ; Wor 
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did not expect, and ſaid not a Word more. 
The Dauphin immediately took Harley 
and rode to Paris. The King ſent 
Damont after him to bring him back; 
that he might acquaint him with his Rea- 
ſons for what he had faid : returned 
accordingly, he told him Madam 4 
Roure was falſe to him, and mix d the Roy- 
al Blood with the Ignoþle; which was the 
true Occaſion of his Intentions to; baniſh 
her. The in ſeemed to be concern 
ed, and it was thought from that Time he 
flickened his League with that Beautys 
though perhaps he only adted more pri- 
vately, for they ſay this Prince is a ſecond 
Byutas, and that it is through Policy he 
avoids ſhining in the World, or appearing 
what he really is. It is certain he has ever 
appeared moſt ſubmiſſive to his Father, and 
without concerning himſeif in the Goverd- 
ment of Affairs, having never ſhew'd any 
Firmneſs or Reſolution, except in what 
paſs'd at Cboiſi. Net it is not for want of 
thoſe who have endeavoured to ſpoil chat 
Temper, which they have not ſucceeded in. 
for though he is of an Age to be impatieat 
for aſcending a Throne, he has ſhewed no 
Signs'of ir. The King, who is jealous of 
his Authority, | has reſerved! all Power to 
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bimſelf, without his Son's once murmuring 
at it, though Heir-Apparent to his Crown. 
Nor has e ever been angry with any Mi- 
niſter, except Monſieur Colbert, and it muſt 
be owned the Occaſion was provoking. The 
Prince of Conti, having loſt a conſiderable 
Sum at Play, and not having ſo much by 
him to pay it, the next Day he bad Re- 
courſe to the Dauphin, who was then no 
better provided than himſelf, and he deſired 
the Loan of a Thouſand Louis d Ors from 
Monſieur Colbert, who told him he would 
move the King in it. The Dauphin, who 
thought he might other ways have ventured 
ſo ſmall a Sum with him on his own Cre- 
dit, was extreamly diſpleaſed, and com- 
plained of it to the late Dauphineſs, who 
adviſed him to be beforehand with Mon- 
ſieur Colbert, and acquaint the King with 
the Circumſtances ; which was prudent Ad- 
vice, and he found it ſuch by following her 
Method, for the King ordered his Bills, 
drawn upon the Exchequer, ſhould be con- 
lantly paid, and it is believ'd this Prince 

never abuſed this Commiſſion; however, it is 
always happy to have the Power to do what 
we will, though we don't always will what 
we can. Monſieur de Loxvay, who was 
the Antipodes to Monſieur Colbert, miſſed 
not this Opportunity of making his Court 
to the Dauphin: For after having complain d 


to this Prince, That on any little 9 
| . ol 
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did him not the Honour to make uſe of him, 
he immediately ſent him; Two Thou- 
ſand Louis d'Ors, in lieu of: one Mr: Colbert 
had refuſed him. But there are ſome Cour- 
tiers ſo rigid that they think they commit the 
greateſt Crime if they do any Thing with- 
out acquainting the King, or at leaſt making 
People believe they acquaint him. The 
obſequious Bontem ps, firſt Groom 2 the 
Bed- Chamber, was never asked any T 
without ſaying, I will ſpeak to the King, 
or | will acquaint the King; which occaſs 
oned one of the Followers of the Court, 
who was weary. of this ſordid Anſwer; to 
_cry to him, Monſieur, how does your Wife? 
Bontemps failed not to anſwer: mechani- 
cally , 1 will acquaint » the King . with 
it; Which ſottiſh Reply came to the King's 
Ear, and vas ſpread about the Court as the 
common jeſt, as it deſerved. But, to re- 
turn to the Danphins Intereſt and Credit, 
it may be ſaid they have been little hicher- 
to; | have heard not long ſince; this Prince 
paſſing by the Place of Execution, there 
was a poor Wretch to be diſpatch d to the 
other World, and a great Crowd of Peo- 
ple, whoſe pity beg d for Mercy to the poor 
Criminal. The Dauphin, knowing it not 
convenient to ſhow it in his own Perſon, 
told them, All he could do was to beg it of 
* in and turning his Horſe toward Ver- 
Jailles 
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faihes, he . — — ow —— 
might be Omen, this being the 
firſt Time ſuch an Occaſion had offered. The 
King anſwered, I grant it this once, but 
come no more on ſuch an Errant, and 
the Suſpenſion of the Execution was ſor- 
born, and the Perſon ſet at Liberty. But 
the manner of the King's granting this 
| Requeſt, ſhews, he is of the Opinion Two 
Suns cannot ſhine in one Hemiſphere ; nor 
will our Monarch ſuffer other, than himſelf, 
to do it in our Horizon: Thus he is ſerved 
according to his own Pleaſure, with which 
never Mortal was more flattered than 
himſelf, little being wanting of paying thoſe 
Honours to him which are due to Divinity 
only. Monſieur: de Cavoix, who you know 
is: Harbinger to the Houſhold, ſaid a Thing 
to him the other Day, which was likely to 
have brought him into the ſevereſt Diſgrace, 
but it was ſo far from it, as to obtain him 
both Rewards and Favour. The King was 
complaining to him, That the Lords of his 
Court were inconveniently lodged this Year. 
Cavoix excuſed himſelf by alledging, That 
the Court was not large enough to accom- 
modate ſuch a vaſt Number as were obliged 
to attend ir. But, ſaid the King, Fontaine- 
hleau, which was built long fince, held the 
whole Court of Francis the firſt, and in 
the Time of my Grandfather Henry the 
SELLER | F ourth, 
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Fourth, there was Room enough, and likey 
wiſe in my Father's Time. J, Sir, ſaid 5 
Marquis de Cavoix, your Majeſty .talks of 
ty Kings. indeed. This Reply, which 
aſſoredly I ſhould- never have. dared. to 
make, was moſt favourably taken by the 
King, who found a kind of of + Praiſe in 
it, with which he was pleaſed, thous vat 
the Expence of his - Anceſtors. See 
Things thus ventured upon, fometimes 
ceed';/ but I ſhould not have been bold 
enough to have hazarded a like Anſwer. 
The Court has been here ſome Time, but 
we are not near ſo much diverted here a8 
you are at Baguieres. We ſee one Day a 
Play, another the Preſence, and the gert 
Day Nothing, and this with Repetition 
Every Body is buſied Gith the-Care of ales 
Fortune. The Exciſe- Men, and the reſt of 
that Crew, make their Court to Monſieur 
de Chamillart, alternately, with the Saldiersg 
the Abbots ts Father 1s Chace ſo that here's 
but little Thoughts of Diverſion. As. to 
me, I find mine in Walking, taking the Ain, 
and viſiting my Friends, foretimes in bg 
Evening going to the King's Supper. The 
King was Yeſterday in admirable Humou 
and told a great many pleaſant Stories; ſai 
he, One Day coming AGE Shooting, I gave 
my Page my Gun, and hearing a Shot, look- 
rn W 
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Face, running towards us, and doubted not 


but it was the Pages Roguery; I cauſed him 
td be called, and — what made him 
hurt the poor r Peaſant, or preſume to fire 
my Piece: Sir, ſaid: he, deg your Maje- 
115 pardon. The Man had his Head in a 
Buſh, and being very black, I took him for 
2 Black-Bird, which occaſioned my ſhoot- 
ing at him. The King, ſaid he, had much 
ado to keep from laughing at this Anſwer. 
He went on, telling, That in the War of 
Seventy Two, a good Woman who ſold 
Beer in the Durch Army, was crying about 
the Camp as loud as ſhe could, My: good! 
for Two Pente a Quart, my my good — for 
Two Pence, and at laſt hearing a Soldier 
cry behind her Tent, My good Beer for Three 
E Pence, good Beer for Three Half. Pence: 
Alas! Theres a Wretch, ſaid ſhe, come and 
ſettled by me, that will draw away all my 
Cuſtomers from me, for every one run to 
the cheapeſt; but after many Lamentations 
for fear her Drink ſhould be left upon her 
Hands, ſhe was aſtoniſhed, there was nor 
one Drop leftin her Barrel, the Soldier, who 
cry d on the Back of the Tent having pier- 
ced it, and felling it cheaper, had ſold it all 
while the Woman cry d it on the other Side, 
not perceiving her Loſs. The Third Sto- 


ry the King told happened about the ſame 


Time; his Majeſty ſaid, that being ar St. 
_ wers, 
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Omers, the Biſhop of that City would ſing a 
high Maſs before him, and as the good 
Man was not much uſed to that Holy Exer- 
ciſe, he was abominably afraid he ſhould not 
get through it much to his Honour: Hows 
ever, he ſang the Preface tolerably well; 
his Almoners to comfort him while he wiped 
off his Sweat, cry d, Go on my Lord, all goes 
well, you have got marvelouſly through the 
Preface. Aye, cry d the Biſhop, I have gone 
pretty well through that, but the Devil 
take that Paterneſter. This the King ſaid 
he both heard and ſaw himſelf. Theſe 
are Three of the Stories the King told, and 
which Yeſterday. I heard from his Royal 
Mouth. It is long ſince he has been in ſo 
pleaſant a Humour, and they ſay the Oc- 
caſion of it was from a Thing as pleaſant; 
there appeared at Court the Day before, a 
Man with a very ill Countenance, who fol- 
lowed the King every where, and both at 
Maſs and Table was obſerved to fix his Eyes 
upon him continually. So much Attention 


from an unknown Perſon, whoſe Pyſiogno 


my was ſo ſuſpicious, | began to be doubted 
even by the King himſelf, who gave order 
to enquire what his Buſineſs was, for he 
ſeemed to have ſome Deſign by being there; 
an Officer of the Guard was ordered to fol- 
low him, who found him muſing in the 
Park, expecting the 1 coming out r 
TT) | * is 
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his Walk. The Officers ſaluted him civilly, 
and aftey having offered him his Service, 
knowing he was a Stranger. The poor Fel- 
low, to acknowledge his Kindneſs, told his 
Name, Country, and Buſine ſs; he proved a 
poor Devil of a Country Author, come to 
dedicate a foolith Book to the King, wait- 
ing only for a favourable Opportunity for it. 
This Officer ſoon gave an Account of his 
Buſineſs, and the King being glad to get rid 
of him for an Epiſtle Dedicatory, command» 
ed the Author to be brought to him, and he 
received the Honour he fought, of faluting 
the King, and paying his humbleſt Reve- 
rence. They prefented him to the Dauphin, 
and the Princes, and the Country Pedant 
returned with the greateſt Joy, attributing 
all to his own Merit, which was only ow- 
ing to his ſcurvy Looks and Mien. This 
pannick Fear being turned into Mirth and 
Laughter, gave the King that Stock of good 


Humour which we had the Pleaſure of en- 


joying in the Evening. This, Madam, is all 
that] can fend at preſent from Font ainbleau, 
in exchange for the fine Stories you have fa- 
_ voured me with : That of the Lady turned 
Mare may be put among the Tales of the 
Faries. I cannot comprehend how a Wo 
man of any Education could tell it for a 
Truth, but with you I admire the Ladies 
Credulixy. I confeſs the Adventure of _ 
ws am 
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dam de Veruac exceedingly touched me, and 
I cannot keep from trembling, when I think 
of the poor little Creatures being ſhut up 
alive in a horrid Grave, and in ſo bad Com- 
pany ; ſhe was happy however in having 
made her Eſcape. I am ſo moved with it 
at this very Hour, that to baniſh ſuch 
 mournful Reflections, I will tell you a Freak 
of the Abbot Croiſat, one of the Coutt 
Chaplains : You know they ſerve in their 
Quarter. This Abbot, with all the Wit 
Heaven has beſtowed on him and his Gaſcoign 
Pronunciation, came the other Day to the 
King, and faid, Sir, Iam come to beg a Fa- 
vour of your Majeſty, What Favour, faid 
the King? It is, auſwered the Chaplam, to 
change my Quarter, and that inſtead of 
waiting in the Months of June, July, and 
Auxguſt, I may ſerve in thoſe of September, 
 Oftober and November And for what Reaſon 
do you deſire it, replied the King? Sir, an- 
fwered the Abbot, I ſweat like a Sine, and 
ſpoil all your Majeſty's rich Chapel Or- 
naments, This Reafon, with his Gafcoige 
Tone, and his manner of alledging ir, made 
the King laugh. The young Folks about 
the Court have made it a Proverb te ſweat 
lite a Swine, being the common Expreſſion 
when they are hot, yet Croiſat Has Merit, 
but every one hath his Folly. Never Man 


ſooner diſpatches a Maſs; he is ſo quick 
TY Sy: with 
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with it, that Lully formerly complained to the 
King he could find no interval for the Muſick, 
and the King acquainting the Abbot, he re- 
plied, If Luliy vex me, I will put the whole 
Maſs into Domine Salvum fac Regem. Lully 
finding no way to bring him to Reaſon, con- 
trived to get a Clerk who was as ſlow as 
the other was quick, ſo that it had been the 
ſame Thing, if the Abbot had not taken 
notice of it; but as ſoon as he perceived it, 
he cry d out in his Gaſcoign Jargon, I am bit, 
and never after would endure any Clerk 
but his own, and Lully was forced to take 
Patience; but this Haſte which the Abbot 
made, as much pleaſed the Courtiers, as it 
vex d the Muſicians, ſo true it is, what pleaſes 
one diſpleaſes another: But now were ſpeak- 
ing of Lally, the other Day I met with an 
Epitaph was made for him, which I muſt 
4mpart to you, in exchange for Madamoi- 
ſelle Fontanges, which you were pleaſed to 
ſend me; you know that all the Qualities 
of Orp beus were attributed to him, whether 
good or bad, therefore will have no Diffi- 
3 14 to underſtand the Meaning of the _ 
mp ray | 


Aud is be gene. / the runcful Orpheus dead! 
wr 4 and rais 4, and all our bi Rao: 
le | | 
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1 7 be Matchleſs Lully's Harmony is ceas'd, 
Who charm'd our Cares, and every Sorrow 
eat; 
Had he but dy 'd the Death be ſo deſerv * 
His Aſhes we with Eaſe bau then  preſers/4. ; 


You ſee, Madam, I ſend you old News 
in my Turn, but hope it will not be the leſs 
agreeable ; I wiſh it may pleaſe you, as 
much as all that comes from you does me. 
We expect here a terrible War will com- 
mence next Spring, for all Things are pre · 
paring towards it, which is enough to ruin 
the Kingdom, before it has recovered the 
Loſſes of the laſt. I doubt we ſhall buy the 
Cron of Spain at a dear Rate, and that it 
will coſt us no ſmall Matter to keep it- 1 
think we are great Fools to undo our ſelves 
for the agrandizing others, and thoſe too 
who will be ſo far from doing us. Honour, 
that they Il ſcarce thank us, but rather look 
upon us as upon the unprofitable Servant in 
the Goſpel, who does nothing but what 
was his Duty, but I muſt be ſilent io, fear * 
ſaying too much. bf 2 
Tam, QC. Xl 
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return d to 7 boulouſe, the Par- 
= liament have, begun their Seſ- 
ſion, and Diverſions begin to 
take their ordinary Courſe; 
but Ilament thoſe T left at Bagnzeres, though 
we ſhould be content with wanting that we 
cannot have, when in a Travelling Conditi- 
on, as lam, tis not fit to ſet our Heart too much 
on any Place; there is juſt gone from hencera 
young and beautiful Inhabitant of the Earth, 
who perfectly follows this Maxim, and has 
no Appearance of taking Root any where ; 
ſhe has been the Admiration of this whole 
Province, and I verily believe there was 
not a greater Crowd, when our Lrod made 
his Entry into Jeruſalem, then there was here 
following this Pilgrim. The Throng was 
F | 88 ſo 
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ſo great, that when it was known what 
Church ſhe would go to, the whole City 
flock d thither, and I with the reſt, with; 
out knowing hy. I Vas above Three 
Days without being able to come near her; 
but it is Time to acquaint you who this Pil- 
grim is. This is what I am able to ſay the 
is, or at leaſt the ſays ſhe is, the Niece of 
the famous Count Staremberg, who defend- 
ed Nienna, and her Name is Billiaua; the 
is tall and fine ſhaped, about Twenty Years 
old, fine complexion'd and fair Hair'd like 
a German; her Complexion is ſomethi 
pale, like a Perſon. who uſes all 8 
Auſterities; now behold her Dreſs, the 
wears inſtead of a Smock a Hair-Cloarh, 
and all the Implements of Penance, over 


this a Gown laced very tite, and for a Morn- 5 


ing-Gown a Sack of black courſe Linne 
from the Neck to the Feet; her Girdle i is 

Rope like the Cordeliers, which: makes 'a 
kind of Folds in the Sack, and has ſome - 
thing the Air of a Cloak; there hangs by 
the Rope, a great Pair of Beads, \ Demb's 
Head, and ſeveral Medais ; on the 'othet 
Side are Tin- Boxes, with Relicks and other 
Toys from Rome; (he wears inſtead of a 
Scarf, a Rochet of Leather, beſet with 
Cockle-Shells ; her Head-Dreſs agrees with 
the reſt of her Furniture, it conliſts in a 


Crown has Thorns, and covers the top of 
| K 4 - her 
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her Head with a Taſſety Coif roll'd over 
it, and a black Hat with large Brims tied 
under her Chin with a String; beſides all 
this Equipage ſhe is armed with a Pilgrim's 
Staff, all covered with Relicks, which ſhe 
carries with as much Grace as an Amaxon 
could her Lance: Thus harneſs' d and bare- 
footed,” ſhe has run about the World for ſe- 
veral Years, without any dangerous Ad- 
ventures; befalling her. When ſhe came to 
Montpelier, the Count de Broglio, who com- 
mands the Troops in that Country, and 
whom I have already told you marry'd the 
Preſident [Riquet's Daughter, having heard 
the wonderful Things this Pilgrim had 
undergone,” underſtanding ſhe went by the 
Way of Thoeulouſe, he obliged her to em- 
bark on the Canal, and ſent People with 
her to defray all her Charges upon the 
Road, recommending her to his Son and 
Daughter - in-Law, who loaded her with 
thoſe Honours which have much con- 
tributed to her Relief in this Country; it 
is Time to acquaint you with the Cauſe of 
her meaſuring the Earth in this ſtrange man- 
ner, our Ihoulouſian Ladies having been very 
curious to inquire into it, and with which 
this Pilgrim has acquainted thoſe of the 
firſt Quality, for it is not every one can ap- 
proach her. She ſays, that from her In- 
fancy ſne was poſleſs'd by the Devil, and 
bf | 0 ardently 
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ardently deſiring to be rid of ſuch a wicked 
Gueſt, ſhe in thoſe Moments he ſuffered 
her to have ſome Reſpit, made a Vo to 
God, that if it would pleaſe him to deliver 
her, ſhe would go on Pilgrimage to viſit 
the Holy Places in Paleſtina. Heaven fa⸗ 
vourably received her Vows, and at the 
ſame Time ſhe ſet upon ber Journey, the 
could not have an Equipage ſuitable to her 
Quality, but her Friends contented them- 
ſelves with chooſing Twelve young Maids 
to accompany her in the ſame Habit. This 
uniform devout Troop, notwithſtanding all 
the Meaſures that were taken for their Secu- 
rity, fell into the Turi Hands, who ſind- 
ing them to be Germans, carried them to 
Conſtantinople, where they were accuſed of 
being ſent as Spies by the Emperor, under 
the Pretence of Devotion to carry on ſome 
miſchievous Deſign againſt the Ortomans; 

and accordingly: they were condemned to 
loſe their Heads; they were carried to the 
Place of Execution, and her Twelve! Com- 
panions ſuffered the ſame Sentence. As our = 
Pilgrim was ready to endure the ſame, a 
Baſſa who had formerly been taken by the 
Imperialiſts, and receiv d many Favours from 
Count Staremlerg, knew ber, and ſtopd 
the Executioner's Hand, who was ready to 
ſtrike off her Head, taking all the Blame 
and Danger upon himſelf, II cannot ge- 
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quaint you how; but Madam Bilbiana by 
his Means, when ſhe got into Security, 
thank d God for this Second Deliverance, 
and made a Vow to travel thus for Ten 
Years, and viſit all the Holy Places in Eu- 
rope, and then to be a Carmelite all her Life 
after; ſhe is come now from ira, and is go- 
ing to Spain. She never makes any Provi- 
ſion, nor carries any Money, but lives up - 
on what Fruits and Herbs ſthe'finds in her 
Way, and in Seaſon, or uhen they are not 
to be had ſhe begs without any < 
a Morſel of Bread, and if any be left ſhe 
gives it to the Poor ſhe meets, without 
concerning her ſelf what ſhe ſhall eat next. 
Another Time, for her Lodging, the ſays, 
when ſhe comes to Places 'where there are 
Hoſpitals, ſhe deſires a Retirement as a Pil- 
grim, otherways ſhe paſſes the Nights under 
a Buſh, or the Shade of a Tree, or the moſt 
convenient Place the can find; 'aſſuring the 
Ladies never any Body made à ſcandalous 
Propoſal to her, or any wicked Attempt 
upon her. I would rather devoutly be · 
lieve her, then expoſe my ſelf to Danger 
by a like Devotion, which is not accord. 
ing to my Inclinations. Having given her 
Relations no Account of her ſelf, they ſup- 
poſe her deſtroy'd with her Companions at 
Conſtantinople, which ſo touch'd' her Father 
with Grief, that he quitted the World, and 


being 
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being a Widower became à Prieſt in rah 
where our Pilgrim ſays, in Pudua ſhe * received 
the Sacrament from his Hands,  withour di- 
ſcovering her ſelf to him faying it wasfor Hee 
Mortification ſhe refuſed: her felf this Satis- 
faction; but I think it was a cruel Obſtipacy 
to — her ſelf from her poor affficted 
Father. To proceed, every one has their 
particular Devotions, and _ N 15 
admired here, though! perhaps 
not approved it. Be it as "it K l. 
ſtrangely followed, having continued He 
ral Days in this City, becauſe it is calſed 
Tboalouſe the Holy ; the has viſited all the 
Churches, and the Bodies of the Saints; . 
and our Ladies of the greateſt Qualiry | have 
honour'd her with their Company to all rhe 
Places of Devotion, and 1, after having 
trotted about for ſeveral Days withour being 
able to come hear her, contriv'd one Morn- 
ing, when I heard the would be ar the Cor- 
deliers, to get into the Coach which brought 
her, thoſe that accompany d her waiting for 
her Return at the Church Door; it was the 
Preſident Paget's which atrended on her that 
Day; his Lady, who knew me, told Ma- 
dam ' Bilbiand who I was, andmy Name; 
ſhe not being able to withdraw, was forced 
to ſuffer my Complement, which was fol- 
lowed by defiring her Benediction, and the 
22 of her Prayers,” which ſhe imme. 
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diately promiſed me, as I believe, to be rid 
of me; I had, nevertheleſs, ſufficient Time to 
conſider both her Perſon and Dreſs, before I 
quitted my Poſt, therefore can acquaint you 
with them exactly: After this I left her Coach 
and went into my own, very proud with 
my Succeſs, which made me many Enemies, 
there being ſuch a Multitude who came in 
vain, ſome Ladies reſolved to try the ſame 
Means I uſed, but it was impoſſible to attain 
them, for there was a Guard about the 
Coach, that no Body might get into it; in 
ſhort, had you ſeen it, you would have 
laughed heartily; as for my Part, I believe 
our Pilgrim did it her ſelf, to obſerve the 
Folly of this Country People, with the Ad- 
miration ſhe has occaſioned: I confeſs. I 
laughed at my own, though authoriſed by 
ſuch vaſt Numbers. At laſt ſhe is gone; they 
gave her a Litter which will carry her to 
the Borders of | Spaiz ; ſhe would not have 
accepted this, but our Zealous Ladies pre- 
vailed with their Confeſſors to enjoin it her, 
ſo ſhe was compell'd to obey. They offer d 
her a Woman to accompany her, but ſhe ex- 
cuſed her ſelf becauſe it would interrupt her 
Meditations, ſhe taking only inſtead of - all 
2 little Sheep, which was put into the Litter 
with her; the devout, or rather the ſuper- 
ſtitious here, having recommended her to 


thoſe of their Acquaintance, from Journey 
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to Journey. They continue the ſame 
Honours to her as here; in-ſhort, People are 
all run mad after her, nothing is talked of but 
this Pilgrim; as it is the Leſſon of the Day, 
J hope you will not take it amiſs, if I make 

it that of this Letter: I hope in your Turn 
you will not fail to let me know what they 
are doing at Paris. ] don't acquaint you 
with what paſſes in my Heart upon your 
Account. I flatter my ſelf you are fully 
convinced of it, and that I may find the 
fame Sentiments in yours, which I feel for 
. | We Madam, I am, &c. Fe q 
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O0 — given me a — Plex: 
a7 fſure in your Hiſtory of the 
Ne Ne Illuſtrious Pilgrim; I am of 
Po el your Opinion upon this Arti- 
N Is cle. Thoſe ſort of Devoti- 
ons are not according to my Temper ; 
they are of that kind alſo, which I rather 
chooſe to admire than imitate : You are in 
the Right to deſpiſe the Folly of flocking 
after this Virgin. I think the Proverb is 
applicable to this Caſe,» which ſays all the 
Fools are not at Paris; but let us leave the 
World as it is at preſent, [ having Things 
of more Importance to acquaint you with; 
it is the Death of King William, for here they 
call him no longer King of England, ſince 
"our Affairs have begun to jangle, and that 
our King, after King James's Death, has 


owned the little Prince of Wales, as King 
O 


Great · Britrin, under the Name of James 
the Third. The Death of King William is 
become the ſubject of all Converſations, 
every one argues from it according to their 
Underſtanding, or their Inclinations; our 
Zealots rejoice, while our new Converts are 
in a Conſternation : They cannot cry at 
preſent the Sword of Gideon, being now 
ſupported by a weaker Arm, ſince it is a Wo- 
man's, for the Exgliſb have proclaimed the 
Princeſs of Denmark in the Place of het Bro- 
ther- in-Law; ſhe has fignalized the begin- 
ning of her Reign by a Declaration of Was, 
of which her Predeceſſor had before laid the 
Foundation, e er he dy d, by making a League 
Offenſive and Defenſive; with the Diel, 
and with ſeveral other Sovereigns; whoſe 
Intereſt it is that the Treaty of Partition for 
the Monarchy of Spain ſhould ſubſiſt. This 
League they fay is ſo ſtrongly fix d, that 
King Millioms Death can bring no Preju- 
dice to it; if it prove ſo, they who rejoice 
at it will find themſelves in the wrong z 
however it is molt certain the Age has Toft a 
great Man, and that there is one Hero the 
leſs left. It is ſaid a Fall off his Horſe was 
the Occaſion which haſtened his Death. 1 

know not how it is, but certainly he could 
not have lived long, for he was oppreſsd 
-with a Load of aſthmatickInfirmities, | but 
had a vigor@s Mind in ſo weak a Body. It 

elend | is 
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is not long ſince the King ſaid at Table, he 
believed the Prince of Orange would die be- 
fore the Month of Abril, and it has ſo fallen 
out: Let I cannot ſuppoſe he knew it by 
Revelation: I rather imagine it was from 
the Report of the Phyſitians, who had con- 
ſidered his Condition. The People did not 
commit all the Follies which they ſhewed 
heretofore, when they believed he was kil- 
led with Marſhal Schomberg at the Battle of 
the Boine: You remember they made Bon- 
ſires in every Street of Paris; and after 
having emptied the ir Barrels of their Li- 
quor, they burnt them before their Doors, 
as alſo Figures of Straw, upon the Pont 
Neuf, which they called the Prince of 
Orange, and Abundance pretended to ſignalize 
their Zeal by their Extravagance and Mad- 
neſs; but now the Joy ſeemed more mode- 
rate, and has made no ſuch outward Ap- 
pearance. I know not whether their Hatred 
to this Prince was diminiſhed, or that 
they find we have no ſuch great Occaſion 
for Mirth in France, yet I think the laſt Rea- 
ſon the truer; but now we are talking of 
the Hatred they had to that Prince, the 
other Day I heard a ridiculous Inſtance of it; 
a Woman Zealot confeſs'd her ſelf to a 
Prieſt of St. Lazarss, whoſe Name is Bar- 
Gets, This Woman, after a general Con- 
ſeſſion of her Sins, — received 


Abſolution, 
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Abſolution, went toward the Altar to re- 
ceieve the Sacrament, but turn d back again 
to the Confeſſional, where ſhe again fell up- 
on her Knees to the Prieſt, and told him ſhe 
had an Enemy ſhe hated, and wiſhed him 
dead, and it was impoſſible for her to over- 
come that Hatred, or to have any Thoughts 
of Favour to him; but if ſhe could ſhe 
would ſtab him a Hundred Times: - Barbee 
was ſcandalized with ſuch a Madneſs, / tek 
ling his Penitent ſhe was not in a Condition 
fit to receive the Euchariſt, and revoked his 
Abſolution, unleſs ſhe would deſtroy fuch 
Sentiments of Hatred and Revenge as were 
in her Heart; but ſhe would do nothing 
towards it; and Things had remain'd in this 
Obſcurity, if. the Curioſity of the Confeſ- 
for, which you know is fo natural to that 
ſort of People, had not endeavour'd to 
know the Name of the Enemy; who, ſhe 
told him, was the Prince of Orange, ar 
which Word the Confeſſors Face became 
| ſerene, and he approved that Hatred, which 
but a Moment before he accounted damnable, 
and in favour of it praiſed” her Zeal, pro- 
miſing her a higher Degree of Glory in 
Heaven, beſides an Indulgence for all the 
Sins ſhe ſhould commit. You fee how Cir- 
cumſtances change Things: You may think, 
perhaps, thisfis a Tale invented, but I ſeri- 
ouſly aſſure you, it fell out as 1 Es 
mon. L or 
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for this Zealot is my Relation, and her 
Name is Madam de Marſolier; ſhe lives at 
Changueil. where the has a Country-Houſe; 
the Prieſt's Name I have already mention d. 
But at laſt, behold, this dreadtul Enemy is 
dead, and I doubt much whether we ſhall 
be e'er the better for it, for it is certain a 
Bloody War is beginning again afreth, which 
will bring with it ſuch Taxes, as will utter» 
ly ruin us: For my part I will be no-long» 
er a Tool, but inſtead of diminiſh- 
ing either my Family or my Kitchin, as I 
did formerly in the like Caſe. I am reſol- 
ved to augment both, and aſſiſt the King to 
devour my Eſtate, that it may be done the 
ſooner. To what purpoſe is it to languiſh, 
ſince ſooner or later our laſt Earthing muſt 
go; therefore let us live and make the beſt 
Cheer we can while we have ſomething leſt ; 
we {hall go but the ſooner to the Hoſpital ; 
and this is my Opinion, follow it who will. 
All our Beau-Officers are diligent how to 
find Money to make their Equipages ; and 
the poor Count Albert would be very glad 
to have the Regiment again which he has 
loſt. I don't remember whether you were 
here or no when this Misfortune befel him; 
it was a kind of a Quarrel he had with a 
Daniſh Gentleman, which cauſed his Diſ- 
grace, they giving this Diſpute, of which 
the Dutcheſs of Luxembaurg was the Ons a- 
| on, 
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ſion, the Name of a Duel; the Count D'. A1. 
bert and the Count D'Uſez being compre- 
hended in it, were obliged to fly. Mon” 
ſieur Barbeſſeux, who you know is Brother 
in-Law to the Count Dex, found Means 
to give Things another Turn, and pre- 
vailed with thoſe Gentlemen to furren- 
der themſelves Priſoners in the - Priſon of 
the Conciergerie, from whence they were 
diſcharged ſome Time after; but the 
Count D Albert loſt his Regiment, which coft 
him Forty Thouſand Crowns, by which his 
Affairs muſt needs be ſomething diſordered. 
Count Jex come off cheaper, and the Da- 
vid Gentleman was quit for going out of the 
Kingdom as he was commanded, in which 
_ doubtleſs he intended not to ſettle, The 
poor Dutcheis of Luxembourg has not eſcap d 
better, for by the Means of theſe Gentle- 
men, her Reputation has been made bold 

with; and this Vexation has draun another 
upon her as diſagreeable. La Mopin, who 
boaſts of an honourable Paſſion: for the 
Count 4 Albert took a Freak in her Head, 
and when the Dutcheſs was hearing Mats at 
St. Roch, ſhe came up to her Prayer-Book, 
and told her in a Threatening Tone, That 
if ſhe continued to liſten to Count 4 Alberts 
Paſſion, ſhe ſhould be ſhot through the Head 
with a Piſtol Bullet, all thoſe who know /a 
Fb HH L 2 . Mopin, 
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Mopin believe her capable of doing what 
the ſaid. The Dutcheſs taking this Alarm 
which /a Mopin's Madneſs had raiſed, it 
cauſed both Court and City to talk more at 
the poor Lady's coſt ; ſee what the Beautiful 
are expoſed to, when they will make uſe 
of their Charms. It was happy for her 
poor Savary was murthered about this time; 
for his Tragical Story drew off the Diſ- 
courſe of the Town from her; ſuppoſing you 
heard of it, I won't ſend it you, but in its 
ſtead one newly happen'd to Madam de 
.B— ; you know her Mother admits open 
Gaming at her Houſe ; a Gentleman, called 
the Marquis de St. André, whom Baſſet and 
Lanſquennet had brought thither, found the 
young Lady we are ſpeaking of much to his 
Mind; and after ſome Sighs in the Beau 
Manner, and telling her at proper Times 
how much he loved her, he took Occaſion 
to make a fine Diamond Ring, valued at a 
Thouſand Louis dOrs, or more, ſparkle in 
her Eyes: Madam de B — dazled with its 
Luſtre, after admiring it with the reſt of the 
Company, ſaid to the Marqueſs, this is an 
extraordinary fine Ring. It is at your Ser- 
vice, anſwer'd the Marquis. You are ex- 
tream obliging, replied the Lady, but I ſhall 
not impoſe upon your Civility, knowing your 
Offer is but a Complement proceeding from 
good Breeding. No, Madam, ſaid he, 
ſpeaking 
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ſpeaking ſoftly, you are in the Wrong to 

take 1t in that Senſe, for you cannot more 
ſenſibly oblige me, than by accepting the 
Otter I make you of this Ring; and I ſhould 
be charmed if you pleaſe to receive this 
Mark of my Pallion, on Condition that you 
will pleaſe at the ſame Time to give 
me ſome. Proofs of yours. In ſhort, Ma- 
dam, you are a Lady of Underſtanding, 
conſider whether it. pleaſes you, and give me 
the happy Opportunity to lay it upon your 
Toilette. I can ſay no more, it is your 
part to find a Time you think molt proper, 
which as ſoon as I know, you may judge of 
my Paſſion, by the Obedience I ſhall pay to 
your Commands. Madamoiſelle de Be 
thought this a moſt Elegant Diſcourſe; ne- 
ver did the Billet of that good Man Paget, 
for Ten Thouſand Louis d'Ors, give more 
Pleaſure to Madam 40lonne; therefore ſhe 
found no great Difficulty to 'be perſwaded, 
and between Jeſt and Earneſt, ſhe anſwered 
St. Andre, That the Pleaſure of ſeeing 
ſo pretty a Gentleman at her Toilette, was 
enough to engage her to ſee him, though 
ſhe ſhould hazard ſomething for it, and ex- 


poſe her ſelf to her Mothers chiding her. 
But however, ſaid ſhe, I will fo contrive 


it, the ſhall know nothing of it. I cantruſt 
my Maid, whoſe Underſtanding will ſecure 
me in this Affair, if you will come to Mor- 

1 row 


he Errrer . 


row Morning by Eight of the Clock, you 
will find her in my Anti- Chamber; my 
Mother never riſes 'till Ten, and you may 
ſtay with me 'till near that Time, without 
fearing any Thing; and I beſeech you to 
believe in what I do for you I have no 
other Thing in View but your ſelf, and 
that the Ring has no part in it; however 
bring it, ſaid ſhe, laughing, for I would. 
gladly keep it for your ſake. The Marquis 
was a little ſurprized ſhe came ſo cloſe to the 
Matter, and having heard her with much 
Attention, he ſaid to her with a melancholy 
Air, Ah, how wretched am 1 that 1 cannot 
make aſe of the favourable Diſpoſition you 
are in towards me, but am indiſpenſably 
obliged to be at Perſailles to Morrow, and 
to ſtay there till Wedneſday, when the King 
goes to Marli, If it concerned my For- 
tune only, I would facrifice it to the Hap- 
pineſs you afford me with all my Heart; 
but the King's Service is concerned in ir, 
and I have given my Word to the Miniſters, 
therefore there is no way to avoid it, and I 
am troubled to the laſt Degree; but charm- 


ing Creature, muſt ] loſe my Felicity, be- 

cauſe I am forced to delay it, will you not 

© be ſo good to preſerve the fame tender Sen- 

timents till Thurſda) Morning, and pity me 
who am obliged to wait fo long a Time 

* may be fare 1 wul be punctual, * 8 
am 
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I am dead with Impatience for waiting ſo 
long. The Damſcl; charm'd with the paſ- 
ſionate Accents with which the Marquis ſaid 
all this, conſented to defer the Aſſignation 
till Thurſday. Thus, being agreed, our Lo- 
vers came again to the lable where they 
were at play, leaſt too long a Converſation 
ſhould ha ve been ſuſpected by the Company; 
pray obſerve it was Sunday Night when they 
took this fine Reſolution. When the play- 


ing was done, the Marquis retired, as the 


reſt did; and next Morning, inſtead of go- 
ing to Verſailles, he went to a Jeweller's, 
where he ſhut himſelf up till he had coun- 
terfeited the Ring, ſo that it was not eaſy 
to diſtinguiſh it from the true one: The 


Work being finiſh'd in the Time St. Andre 


had the Precaution to take for it, he came 
away with his rare Jewel on Thurſday Morn- 
ing, to his Miſtreſs's Toilette; the Servant 
having introduced him, and left him with 
her alone, and like an Artiſt, who knows 


his Buſineſs, ſtood Centinel at a Diſtance, to 


keep out troubleſome People. Monſieur 
St. Andre begun his Addreſſes with preſent- 
ing the Ring, and the Damſel made it a 
Point of Honour to keep her Word, though 


with the Loſs of her Vertue: Thus the Con- 


dition of the Treaty being performed on 
both Sides, they parted content, eſpecially 
the fair Lady, with the Acquigtion ſhe had 
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made; and as her Mother muſt know ſhe 
had the Ring, one Time or another, ſhe 
put it on her Finger the ſame Day, not be- 
ing able to refuſe herſelf the Pleaſure of that 
rich Ornament ſhe had purchas d. As ſoon 
as ſhe was ſet down at Table, her Mother 
failed not obſerving it. How came you by 
the Marquis de St. Andre's Ring, ſaid ſhe ? 
It is not his now; anſwered the young Lady, 
for the laſt Time he was here he made me 
a preſent of it: That is impoſlible, reply d 
the Mother, Preſents of that Conſequence 
are not uſually made, and you are very 
much in the wrong to accept ſuch a one 
without acquainting me, for my Permiſſion. 
But, Madam, ſaid the fair One, I did not 
believe he was in earneſt at firſt; I only 
faid it was a fine Ring, and he took it off 
his Finger, telling me, It was at my Ser- 
vice: I took it only as in Jeſt, and ſo in- 
tended, but he aſſured me with fo much 
Earneſtneſs I ſhould keep it, that I did fo, ſup- 
poſing he would come for it next Day; but it 
being above Three ſince, and hearing norhing 
from him, f was deſirous you ſhould ſee it, 
and hope you won't be angry if I keep it 
till it be ssl for. Willingly, ſaid her Mo- 
ther, but I doubt that will not be long, or 
am ſtrangely deceived, or there muſt be 
ſomething more in it; nothing is given for 
nothing, nor Preſents of that Conſequence 
1 ea are 
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are not made ſo Generouſſy. Upon this ſne 
ſent for a Jeweller, who having examined 
it, found it was falſe, and Madam de B—— 
lavgh'd at her Daughter's Credulity. Iknew, 
 faid ſhe, ſuch Preſents are not made for no- 
thing, thoſe of a Thouſand Louis d Ors 
are not in Faſhion : This may teach you 
another Time, not to accept the Offers 
Men make you in our Days; they are not 
ſuch Cullies, and we ſhould always ſtand 
upon our Guard with them, pray return 
the Ring, for though it is not much worth, 
thoſe that ſuppoſe it otherways, may look 
upon it as a Preſent of Conſequence, with 
which the Marquis won't fail to gratiſie his 
Vanity. The poor Daughter could well 
have ſpared her Mother's Reflections, who 
had thoſe much more melancholy of her 
own upon this Adventure, in which every 
Circumſtance was ſufficiently mortifying, 
and accordingly ſhe gave her ſelf up to de- 
fpair, going into her Cloſer, u here ſhe ſhut 
her ſelf up to ſpend the reſt of the Day in 
Tears. In the Evening, when they went to 
play, ſhe was ſent for by her Mother to the 
Room, who dared not diſobey. The firſt 
Object ſhe met in that Apartment, being the 
Marqueſs de St. Andre, who addreſsd her 
with great Aſſurance. You need not doubt 
ſhe look d on him with all the Diſdain and 
Contempt requiſite : Here, cry d ſhe, _ 
TUES! ; N the 
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the unworthy Preſent you made me, I did 
not deſire it; you know what it has 
colt me, and may be aſſured it ſhall coſt you 
dear. The Marqueſs took the Ring with 
great Coldneſs, and with Slight of Hand 
turning about, convey d it into his Pocket, 
and taking out the true one unperceived, he 
came to the Play-Table, where drawing a 
Card, they admired the Beauty of his Ring. 
Gentlemen, ſaid the Marqueſs, you do but 
jeſt, Madamoiſelle ſays it is falſe. Nay, 
as to that, Sir, anſwerd the Mother, who 
had a mind to mortifie him, my Daughter 
is not altogether in the wrong, for a jeweller 
chancing to come hither, declared it was 
falſe. 1 will lay any Wager, ſaid one of the 
Company who underſtood Jewels, it is right 
and fine: Upon which the Argument grow- 
ing warm, they ſent for ſeveral: of the beſt 
Jewellers in Paris, who all affirmed it was 
true; and that he who had-ſaid otherways, 
wes a Blockhead. The young Lady regret- 
ted her parting with it, and would have 
been glad to recover it again: She beg d 
the Marqueſss Pardon, excuſing the Freak 
ſne had given it him in. It ſignifies nothing, 
Madam, anſwered he, only I hope, for the 
future you will do me more Juſtice; and to 
ſnew you] am not what you take me for, I 
will bring you the ſame Ring upon the ſame 
Conditions as before. The Lady, having 
17 made 
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made the firſt Step, knew not how to go back 
again without the Second. They agreed, and 
making another Appointment, ſhe received 
the ſame falſe Ring again, and was twice 
fooled. I cant ſuppoſe ſhe will now defire 
any more of this Commerce : But this Ad- 
venture is known Abroad, I cannot tell 
whether by her Indiſcretion, or by that of 
the Marqueſs ; be it which it will her Repu- 
tation is loſt, and ſhe has no way left but 
to hide her ſelf in a Convent, or leave her 
Country, for I doubt it will be no eaſie 
Matter to get her a Husband, after what 
has paſs d. Vet, though ſhe has brought 
this Unhappineſs upon her ſelf, I cannot but 
be ſorry for her, becauſe I am acquainted with 
her Family, and I believe you will pity her 
too, tho her Adventure may juſtly make you 
laugh at her. I could not forbear ſending it 
to you, and if it could be told without na- 
ming the Perſons, it might be ſerviceable to 
the Publick, as a Land-Mark, fince this 
Example may ſerve for a Leſſon to the Co- 
uets, who, as the Song ſays, only aim at 
the Purſe. I have for my Part ſome Indul- 
gence for thoſe Weakneſſes, which Love on- 
ly has occaſion d, but I cannot forgive thoſe 
of Avarice, there is too much Coldneſs in 
them, adiey, | 
3 Ian. 
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From THOULOUSE. 


SY ING William's Death was ſoon 
EIS . known here, yet with all the 
Care that was taken to publiſh 
it every, where, the firſt News 
came from me; for which, 
Madam, I am, obliged to you, _ who have 
given me the Occaſion of valuing my ſelf 
upon it: For, in ſhort, as when we are at 
Rome, we muſt do as Rome does; I muſt be 
a Gaſcoign amongſt :he Gaſcoigns If you 
did but ſee what an Idea they have of me 
in this Country. They believe I am init 
_ ated into the deepeſt Councils of the Great- 
eſt, though I. owe this high Reputation on- 
ly to your Goodneſs, which informs me, 
and gives me this Intelligence. They argue 
here as they do at Paris, upon this King's 
Death, ſome rejoice, others are grieved ; 
and I who neither am a new Convert, nor 
| | a Bigot 
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a Bigot, leave them either to rejoice or 
mourn, without being of either Party, the 
publick Affairs not concerning me ſo nearly 
as thoſe of my Family. et I muſt tell 
you I don't believe this Change can make 
any great Alteration in the preſent Situation 
of Aﬀairs 3 for they ſay the new Queen of 
England was proclaim'd with the univerſal 
Conſent and Inclination of all her Subjects. 
Thoſe who were diſtinguiſhed by the Name 
of Facobites ſeem now content to fee a 
Princeſs on the Throne, who, they ſay, has 
all the Qualiries requiſite for the happy Go- 
vernment of her People, and they hope ſhe 
will prove a ſecond Elizabeth, whoſe Me- 
mory is (till in great Veneration among 
them, who obſerve the Reigns of their 
Queens have always been flouriſhing in their 
Country. If this be ſo, there will be 
no great Occaſion of rejoicing on our 
Side: But what does this ſignify to us? 
If we were wiſe enough not to concern 
our ſelves with the Quarrels of Princes, it 
would make us much the more eaſy; let 


us even help the * to eat bp our en 
and ſing the while. 


Tbo Earth and Sea in Flames appear, 
Vel drink in Peace our Nectar here. 


I know a Gentleman who has newly raiſed 
a Troop of Dragoons, which has ſomething 
perplex'd 
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perplex d his Affairs: He told me t'other 
Day he went to his Uncle to deſire his Aſ- 
ſiſtance in the Caſe; the good Man faid 
to him, Nephew, do you believe when the 
King has taken a Town in Flanders, or in 
Catalonia, that he will give it you for a 


Reward of the Expence you have been at? 
No, Sir, anſwered the Gentleman, I reckon 
n no ſuch Matter; you are therefore a 


Blockhead, replied the Uncle, to venture 
your Life, and ruin your felt for nothing: 
Take my Advice, go and be quiet in your 
own Eſtate ; and if any Body will attempt 
to drive you out of it, or diſpute your 
Title, then you may depend upon my Aſ- 
ſiſtance, and that of my Friends; but I en- 
treat you expect no other. The Captain 
of Dragoons left him very ill ſatisfied, and 
telling the Story, curſt his Uncle heartily ; 
and yet methinks his Reafoning was very 
juſt, fo juſt that this honeſt Man ſeems the 
firſt true Frenchman that has ſpoken with 
found Reaſon upon a Subjet of this 
Nature. But to return to Affairs in 
England, I muſt acquaint you here paſs d 
by a Swiſs Gentleman, who came from 
thence, and has brought the freſheſt News. 
You know the Swiſs are Friends with all the 
World, like Sofa, and have Liberty to tra- 
vel into thoſe Countries, which are Ene- 
mies to one another. He was at — 
Wen 


1 * 1 
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when King William died, and came not 
away till the new Queen was crowned. 
He ſaw the whole Ceremony of her Coro- 
vation, of which he gave us a moſt parti- 
cular Relation, as I have promiſed to do 
the fame to you of all that happens in my 
Travels. I will recite all he has acquainted 
us with, to you, believing it will be wel⸗ 
come, becauſe I am certain you have yet 
had no ſuch in Paris. As to the Death of 
King William, he ſays, a Fall from his Horſe, 
wheo he was Hunting, might be the haſten- 
ing Cauſe of it, by the violent Agitation 
ol the Body, which was before much indiſ- 
poſed : But however it might be, this Pri 
died without any Fear or Apprehenſion 
Death; and, as 6 good Chriſtian, ſet his 
Conſcience in order; and like, a great Po- 
liticiao, provided for the Security of his 
People, by taking the juſteſt Meaſures to 
ſtrengthen and maintain the firmeſt Union 
between hig Allies. You mult remember 
I am but the Eccho of the Swiſs Gontleman, 
therefore muſt not be offended with my 
Expreſſions. After all, ſaid he, when this 
Prince had ſettled all Things i in order, find- 
ing himſelf decline apace, he deſired they - 
would haſten to adminiſter the Sacrament 
to him; for it is not according to the Eng- 
liſp Religion to carry it, but the Prieſt 
goes into the Chamber of the Sick, and 


there 
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there conſecrates or bleſſes the Bread 
and Wine, which he is to adminiſter ; the 
King received the Symbols of the Body and 
Blood of our Lord with great Signs of Piety, 
and died in a little Time after, taking care 
to cloſe his Eyes himſelf. - When his Body 
was opened there was very little Blood 
found in it, and nothing found but his 
Heart and Brains. He was carried from 
Kenfington, where he died, to Weſtminſter, 
and from thence in the Night he was buried 
without Pomp in Henry the Seventh's Cha- 
pel. But it may be faid, added the Swiſs, 
every Heart erected to him a Mauſoleum, 
worthy his Memory. When the Princeſs 
Amne was proclaimed with the united Voice 
of the People, Prince George of Deumark, 
her Husband, was the firſt that ſaluted her 
as Queen; but when he kiſs'd her Hand 
to pay her his Homage, ſhe embraced him 
tenderly. In the Evening, being fatigued 
with the Ceremonies and Comphments ſhe 
was obliged to go through, this firſt Day 


of her Reign, ſhe ſent to tell the Prince it 


was time to go to Bed, kindly complaining 


that he made her ſtay for him; but he anſwer- 
ed in the ſame manner, he did not know how 


a Subject dared approach his Queen's Bed, 


without her Commands; but ſhe informed 
him, all the Dignity which was now accru- 


ed to her, would not diminiſh the Right 


F am ooo ca CG. 


he 
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he had in her Perſon: Thus they went to 


Bed with that great Affection which they 


have ever maintain'd. Never any Mar- 
riage of private Perſons was more united 
than theirs. When all Things were ſettled 
they proceeded to the Queens Coronation, 


chuſing St. George's Day, who is the Pa- 


tron of Exgland: The Cathedral of M oft- 
minſter is the Place appointed for theſe Ce- 
remonies, where Places were magnificently 
prepared, and abundance of Scaffolds built, 
and hired at a great Rate, to ſee the Pro- 
ceſſion of the Day; for the anointing is in 
the Choir, under which a Pavillion was ſet 
up for that Purpoſe. * The Queen came 


from St. Fames's, where the Court is at 


preſent, ſince the burning of Nhitehal ſome 
| Years ſince. She croſs'd the Park to come 


to the Cathedral, with the Sound of Drums F 


and Trumpets, and other Inſtruments, the 
Barons Ladies of England beginning the 
March: the Viſcounteſſes next, and then the 
Counteſſes, and laſt of all the Marchioneſ- 
ſes and Butcheſſes : Their Heads were 
dreſs'd in the Roman Manner, With Robes 
and Cloaks,” which hung behind them, 


faſtned with Buckles of 'Diamorids ;- all of 


them _ covered with -abindance - of 


Jewels, a each carrying her Coronet in 


| = Hap, enrich d with Pearl and Diamonds, 
* r or * r to their Degree ; 


for 


* " 


„ 


- 
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for ia that Country none aſſumes a greater 
than is their due. After this numerous 
ſhining Troop, who march'd in great or- 
der by.-two and two, came the Barons, Viſ- 
counts, Earls, Marquiſſes and Dukes, ha- 


bited in their ancient Manner, and each 
his Coronet in his Hand; two 


carrying | 
Lords followed re 


enting. the Dukes of 


with twoStraw Hats, or at leaſt covered with 
Gold Tiſſue, in ſuch a manner as to look like 


Straw, ſuch beiog eſſential; it being ſuppoſed 


thoſe whom they .repreſented had worn 
ſuch. Prince George immediately N -grnig 
the Queen, ſhe being in her Royal Robes, 


three young Ladies. of the higheſt Quality | 


holding up her Train: She entered the 
Church, with a ſweet, but Majeſtick Air, 
looking with great Goodneſs on the People 
who encompaſs' d her; ſhe placed , herſelf 
in the Choir, and heard the Archbiſhop of 
Tork's Sermon upon theſe Words; | He ſhall 


giue them Princes for nurſing Fathers, and 


Princeſſes for nurſing Mathers. Then the 
Queen Communicated, and took her Coro- 
nation-Qath; after which ſhe was anointed 
by the. Archbiſhop . of Canterbury, and 
crowned. Queen of Great-Britain,: the Ab- 


bey ecchoing with the Acclamations of her 
People by their repeated Huzza's ; tlie Sun 


itſelf, which had not ſnined out for ſeveral 


Normandy and Aquitain,who cloſed the March, 


Days 
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Days in the Horizon, did at that Moment 


break thro the Clouds to folemnize the Day, 
which was taken for a good Augury. At 


laſt the Queen came out of the Cathedral 


with her Imperial Crown upon her Head, 
bearing in one Hand a Globe, and in the 
othef her Scepter : The Ladies who pre- 
ceded her, having then their Coronets on 
their Heads, which they had carried in 
their Hands when they came. The Queen 
far down in St. Edward the King's Chair ; 


after which ſhe went into the great Hall of 


Weſtminſter, where Dinner was prepared ; 
but it was ſeven of the Clock before Her 
Majeſty fat down to Table: During this 
Feaſt, the Champion of England appeared 
on Horſe-back, armed Cap-a-pee, and caſt- 


ing his Gauntlet on the Ground proclaim- 


ed aloud, That if any Man dared pretend, 


that ANNE STUART was not Lawfal 


Queen of England, he ſhould take up bit 


Gauntlet, aud he would fight him Hand to 


Hand; but you will eaſily believe no Body 
accepted this Challenge: Then he made 
his Horſe Caracoll, without tumbling or fall- 
ing, which is alſo eſteem'd another good Pre- 
ſage, for he fell when K. James was crowned. 
But this Reign was begun with all auſpicious 


Signs, which perſwades the Engliſh it will 


be happy. The Queen drank her Cham- 
pion's Health in a Golden Cup, and then 


[ 4 
. 


err. 


preſented it to him, which as ſoon as he 
had emptied he put in his Pocket. When 
this Repaſt was ended, the Queen went in- 
to the Parliament Houſe, and from thence 
to St. James s in the fame manner as ſhe 
came. Thus ended this great Ceremony, 
and the Gentleman's Narration of it; which 
Vas ſomething more circumſtantial: But I 
thought fit to abridge it, for fear of a Vo- 
lame inſtead of a Letter: He told us, that 
among all the Ladies who accompanied the 
Queen, the Lady Srrafford, Daughter of 
the Covnteſs de Roy, and conſequently a 
French Woman, was obſerved for her noble 
Air and Magnificence, which extreamly 
pleaſed us, for the Honour of our Coun- 
try. A Lady of Montpellier, who had been 
preſent at this Recital, took her Handker- 
chief, and wiping thoſe Tears from her Eyes 
ſhe could not reſtrain, we deſired upon it 


to know the Occaſion. The afflicted Lady 


having ſome time excuſed her ſelf, told us, 
ſhe ſlrove to avoid thoſe Tears which ſhe 
owed to the Remembrance of a Perſon that 
was very dear to her; then turning towards 
the Swiſs ;. perhaps, ſaid ſhe, that Gentle- 
man may have formerly ſeen the Counteſs 
of Lincoln in her Rank at another Corona- 
tion, who is my Siſter : Was the Counteſs 
of Lincoln then your Siſter, Madam, ſaid 
he ? I know her Name very well: Ves, Sir, 
"i replied 
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_ replied: ſhe, ſhe was my Siſter; and as 1 
am, ſo was ſhe, Daughter of a conſider- 
able Country Gentleman, who having ſe- 
veral Sons could not proride for his Daugh- 
ters by ſuch Fortunes as otherwiſe he might 
have done; ſo there was no Expectation 
of a great Portion: But the Charms of 
my Siſters Perſon made amends for her 
want of Riches. The Earl of Lincoln, ac- 
cording to the Cuſtom of the Men of Qua- 
lity ot his Country, travelled into France, 
and by an Inclination, natural to rhe Rug. 
liſb, he ſpent ſome time at Montpellier, 
where he ſaw my Siſter, who was called 
Madamoiſelle de Yerune ; ſhe pleaſed him, 
and as She was too wiſe, and too well bred, for 
him to hope any Thing from her but in an 
honourable way, he made no farther Heſita- 
tion, but asked my Father's Conſent to 
marry her ; the Match was too advanta- 
geous to be refuſed, though my Mother 
was extreamly anwilling to part with her ſo 
far, yet ſhe would not hinder her Davghter's 
good Fortune, ſo that the Marriage was ac- 
_ compliſhd ; and my Lord, after ſome ſtay 
in that Country, carried his Wife Home. 
He own'd his as Counteſs of Lincoln, not- 
withſtanding his Mother's Repugnance, | 
who would not conſent to this Marriage, 
though afterwards, charmed with the Tem- 


per and Accompliſhments ſhe found in my 
M 3, Siſiler, 
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Siſter, ſne became her beſt Friend, and 
eſpouſed her Intereſt againſt her own Son. 
For the Earl of Lincols, by an Inconſtancy 
to which moſt Men are ſubject, ceaſed loving 
her,and parted from her ; but gave her an Al- 
lowance ſuitable to her Quality; out of which 
ſhe layd by ſomething every Year to defray 
the Expence of her Funeral, having ordered 
in her Will to be buried with all the Cere- 
mony and State of an Ergliſh Counteſs; 
and deſiring her Lord, if what ſhe left was- 
not ſufficient, to ſupply it, which he accord- 
ingly did, acknowledging ſhe had born his 
Name with Honour even to her Grave. 
When the Lady had ended her Story, and 
been thank'd for it, ſeveral RefleQions were 
made on this poor Counteſs s Fortune, and 
her Husband's Inconſtancy was much bla- 
med. The Swiſs Gentleman was asked ſe- 
veral Queſtions of his Obſervations in Eg 
land; he told us ſeveral I had before ob- 
ſerved in the Memoirs of the Counteſs de 
Dunois Above all he gave us an Account 
of the Courage and Firmneſs with which 
the Eng/iſþ Encounter Death, even thoſe; 
whoſe Crimes expoſe them to ſuffer the 
moſt Ignominious; they receive their Sen- 
tence with great Coldneſs and Temper, in- 
viting their Friends and Relations to ſee 
them die, as if they had bid them to their 
Wedding, giving them white Gm x 


WE XXXV. 167 


Cockades of Ribbon for their Ha its; and 
having treated them With the beſt they 
could, they went chearfully to Tyburn, t the 
Place of Execution. ' Thoſe, of any - 
ſtinction are carried it in a Coach, with their 
Coffin tied behind i, like a Portmanteau-; . 
the reſt; Bo. io a aft, where the ey hang a 
great many at a Time ; but the Perſons 
invite 9. 5 on ' Horſe-back, making their 
Horſes Gper and caracol round [ Coaches 
and Carts. Our Swiſs told us hit had the 
Curiolity, before he came away, to go ſee 
one of theſe Executions at Tyburn, which 
is the Greve of London, and ſaw among a 
Crowd of thoſe who were invited by thoſe 
that were to die, one of their Wives in a 
Hackney-Coach, he in her Exceſs of Ten- 
derneſs, accompanied her Husband to the 
Gallows, Suti b him her laſt Duties; juſt be- 
fore the Execution, ſhe came out of the 
Coach, and running to embrace him, took 
a Bott of Brandy out of her Pocket, 
and m 1 him drink to Encourage him 
in his Voſage ; then ſhe braced him 
again, and took her laſt Farewel with dry 
Eyes; ſhe went into the Coach again, 
leaning all the while on the Door to ſee him 


die. Is not this an extraor dinary manner of 


ſhewing the Tenderneſs of their Aﬀections 2 
But every one has their way of Loving in 
this World, and there is no diſputing: of 
M 4 Cuſtom. 


1 
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.Cuſtory. * hope chis Letter will be agree- 
able to you, be got diſpleaſed fore, 
though it comes ſomething too late, ſince 
you have loſt nothing by the Delay; for 
had I writ ſooner I could not have given 
you the Account of the Coronation in 
Eng land: 1 believe they will cut us pr 
Work in that Kingdom in a lictle Time. 1 
have not yet heard the Story of 77 
Savari, and beſeech you to have 8 7 
e 8 it me. 
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8 incerely, Ma 

— 8 deal be in ah 82 a 
Commerce by Letters 
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tis what not only gives Beam: 

Count of the Country wherein youare, Hu 

allo of Foreign Nations: r alas 8 5 
believe, ſhould I print your Letters, ey 
would make an extraordinary 2 greeabſe 
Book: There would be in it, as in The Ro- 
mances of Madam de Scadery, all the contem- 
porary Events of our Times; and they woud 

have over and above the Charms of Truth. 

Your News from England, has much pleaſed 
me and ſo much the more, neither of us having 
ever ſeen ſuch a Solemnity here; and not to 
run in your Debt, will entertain you alſo with 
ſomething Foreign. They write from Hol- 
land that the Arch- Duke has been there, and 

is owned King of Spain, under the Name of 
_Charles the Third; he is embark d alſo to 

take Poſſeſſſon of thoſe Kingdoms he pre- 
as juſtly belong to him; I ſend you ſome 
Fe erſes made upon it at the * 1 
To 
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No more tet Poets Hallen Heroes urge, 
Thou. truly art the baughty Tyrant e 47 17 
Go, where immortal Glary waits your No 
Inſupe rable, as Wars Vittorious God. 
The.Vows of Europe fan thy glorious Way' * 
Th' Iberians, taught thy Anceſtors t obey; © _ 
In you alone their Maſters Blood „ * 
And glowing to your lifted Standar preſs: v 
Traytors by Fraud and Forgery in vain, 

To Strangers ſacrifice thy rightful St ain; 
Their Projefts all ſhall vaniſb into Air, © 
No uſeleſs 7 bunder does thy Eagle 1 tear.” 


# 18111 


The Duke of Savoy i is alſo entred into "this 
ue, and the King may dow truly fay, 
Ali the World againſt me, and 1 a gainſt al 


the World ; a beſides this: eadfal War, 
„Which 


*- 
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which he muſt ſupport without his King- 
dom, we fear another in the Heart of it. 
Many People are ſaid to have taken Arms 
in the Cevennes, and the Mareſchal Je Mon- 
trevel is march d to reduce them to Rea- 
ſon. This is all I can inform you of at 
preſent of publick Affairs; as to private, 
I muſt acquaint you the Counteſs of Dunois 
is dead, Who has immortalized her felf by 
the noble Writings ſhe has given the Pub- 
lick. Madamoiſelle 'ze Scuzery is dead allo, 
and Monſieur Pavillon is not like to conti- 
nue long; they ſay, when he obtain'd the 
Penſion of Two Thouſand Livers which the 
late Monſieur" Racine enjoyd, Madam de 
Ponte hartrain ſending him the Patent, *ac> 
quainted him, it was only till ſomething 
better happen d. Monſieur Pavillon bid the 
Meſſenger to tell her, ſhe muſt do what Fa- 
vour ſhe intended quickly, for his Tim! 
would not ſtay for it long; theſe are great 
Loſſes to the Republick of Letters. Ma- 
dam de Camus Milecon preſented the King 
with a Noſegay on St. Lewis s Day, with his 
Majeſty's Picture when he was very young, 
and this Copy of irregular Stanza's. 


When Heaven was pleas'd to grant its Grace, 
(To a King and Queen who bad no Race) 

Of Bourbon's Royal Blood to extend the Lin 
Nature was order d to defign © x] 
i ? : | 80 
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So rich a, Creature 
Bath in Furm, in Air, and Feature,” 
- That. for ever it ſhowld hebe 
4 Priuce s Modell to Futarity, ,, 
| ; Compard with ſuch proportion'd dre, 
1. which the rel Matter * fhogld mode 
bus 
. Aud full. per ſeddien — fte 
Hort approaching to Divine. 
* Nature per plex d at this Command, 
e Fearing, ber unaccuſtom d Hand 
S Should fall in ſome Miſtake 
8 great 4 montal Maſter- piece to make ; 
be ſaid, This Sovereign Command to obey, 
Requir d alove a Tear to make th Eſay, | 
That ſhe meh} ic race the Fleaven's about, 
Heroes ja Demy God's find out, 
That all their Beauties and P erfedtions ſhown, 
- Might. be united into one. 
This being allowed, when ſhe had told her Story 
(Defigning to her lelf no litele Glory) 
She aſſembi d N Ydom, Qonrogy, 80475 aud 
| Gras, ro 
"Farrus,. — Viftory, ** place, 
ib all the richeſt Treaſures join 7. 
C ould form the Body, or inform the Mind. 
© This wond rous Figure would you view, 
This little Miniature * ſhow it .. 


The King took it extream kindly, and in 
Exchange made a Preſent to Madam de 
Camus 
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Camus of his Picture enrich'd with Di- 
amonds. Now ue are got among the 
Wits, I was told of an Adventure that hap- 
pen d the other Day to the late Monſieur 
Peliſſon, and Monſieur de la Baſtide, who 
were both Citizens of Pernaſſus, and both 
| Proteſtants. - Monſieur Peliſſon, having 
chang'd his Religion to get out of the 
Baſtile, was following the Sacrament which 
was carrying to a fick Man: Monſieur de /a 
Baſtide, who continued a Proteſtant; hap» 
pening to be in the Street, got out of the 
Way; but when Monſieur Peliſſon perceived 
him, remembring Marot's Pſalms, he ſaid in 
C ˙² 315 10. SOOSG WB IOOE 
Let God but ſbem himſelf, full ſudden they; 
. Shall quit the Place, and fly away. x. 
To which Monſieur de la Baſtide anſwer'd 
without Heſitation, holding him by the 
Arm. i 5C = 
| But Curſe on Curſe, ſhall fall full ſore, .. 
On ſuch who theſe ſtrange Gods adore... 
Taking his | Anſwer from the very ſame 
Place the other took his Queſtion, than 
which, nothing could be more apt. When 1 
was going to tell you there was no Country 
of more ready Wit than the Gaſcoigne, I did 
not remember both theſe Gentlemen are 
Gaſcoigrs, but let me ſay ſomething alſo in 
2 42 favour 
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favour of the Normans; I will therefore ac- 
quaint you with a Repartee of the young 
Marquis de Tierceville, Son of the King's 
Lieutenant at Dzeppe, at a Lady of Quali- 
ties Houſe, where one of thoſe forward 
Coxcombs, who will be moſt conſiderable 
every where, had introduc'd him. This 
prating Coxcomb, with his confident Air, 
cry'd, Madam, this Gentleman I preſent 
to you is the Marquis de 7 ierceville, and is 
not ſo great a Fool as he looks to be. Ma- 
dam— ſmartly anſwer'd Tierceville, That 
is the Difference between him and I; every 
one owns, That the Anſwer is a Propos, and 
ſtopt the babling of the preſumptuous In- 
troducer; ſee what uſe Wit is of. The 
Duke de Roquelaure, who uſes the Edge of 
his to his Neighbour's Coft, put Monſieur 
d Hermonville out of Countenance at Palais- 
Royal; that Gentleman has accuſtomed 
himſelf to ſay in his Salutation to every 
one, I kiſs your Hands, and meeting there 
the Prince of Conde, ho ſpoke to him gra- 
ciouſly, he failed not to make uſe of his 
Circulary Compliment, and afterwards to the 
Dauphin, who was there alſo, and enquired 
whither the Prince was gone. He will be 
here immediately ſaid the Duke de Roques 
laure ; he is gone but to waſh his Hands 
after Monſieur DO Hermonville has kiſs d em; 
all lavgh'd at this Whim, except poor D'Her- 
— monville, 
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monv lle, the, | Laughter not being on his 
7055 ie now Time to give you the Story 
ieur, Savary, which you have de- 

235 He was a kind of Philoſopher of the 
picurean Sect, his Houſe ſtood in the Street 
called the Dejeuneurs, and having neither 


Wile nor Child, he lived in a By-part of the 


Ver where the Men of: Wit both of the 
urt and City, uſed to meet often to enjoy 

the Pleaſures of Life with greater Liberty. 
Mad Savari, hough a Cripple with the 
Gout, , contributed. his Part in this So- 
ciety, 2 t . abundance: of his Wit; his 
whole, Retinue Vas a Man- Servant, and a 
Cook Maid; but he was enjoying himfelf 
without Ambition or Covetouſnels, when 
he was forced. to leave this Life in a moſt 
terrible Manner; one Day, when he was 
alone, a Man of his Acquaintance came to 
ine with him, 2 — he received with 
Kindneſs; 17 to make him more welcome, 
ordered. his Man to draw ſome Champaigne- 
Wine. The: Gueſt, who kuew the Houſe, 


ſaid to Monſieur Savari he would follow his 


Servant to ſee, he ſhould. bring the beſt; as 
ſoon as he got don to him, he took a Lever 

1 prone 8 Wen lay by, and beat out 
— s, in the ſame; Man- 

ner, banale hou bark ; the Maid, who. 
was ma bins, a, Fricaſee of Chickens in the 
Kitchin, had the ſame Fate; and was left 
wells I dead 
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dead upon the Floor with the Lever; and 
Al this in leſs Time than I have taken to 
toll it you; the very Cat did not eſcape, 
this exterminating Villain ſacrificing it to 

his! Rage: After Which he went into Mon 

ſieut Savart's Chamber, who was the chief 
Ohhect of it, he not being in a Condi- 
tion to help hitnſelf, nor to eſcape, being a 
meer Cripple, could not avoid the Blows 
ol the ſame Lever, which  deftroy'd him 
alſd in the like manner as his Servants. 
Aſter this barbarous Murther, he who had 
been the Cauſe of all, writ in a Book which 
lay upon the Table, the Manner in which 
he had tranſacted it, but without his Name. 
There ſtood a Pendulum upon the Mantle- 
piece of the | Chininey, with 4 'Death's- 
Head upen it, and this Motto: Loot upon it 
and reform your Life. But there was found 
theſe. Words u ritten under the other, Con- 
fider his Life, and you will not be ſurprized at 
his. Death. In ſhort} the Murtherer, who- 
ever” he was, went off, after baving fully 
fatisfied his Revenge, ſhutting the Door 
after him, vithout taking away the leaſt 


Thing in the Houſe, Thoſe who came to "ih 


viſe Monſieur Sete 'wondred to find hs 
faſt ſhut; and that no Body came to 
— it when they knock d ; they knew the 
Maſter was not able to go abroad, and 


died ſome Misfortune hack fallen out; 
289 | they 
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* they ſtay d not long before they broke open 


the Door, and were aſtoniſh'd to find no- 
thing but dead Bodies, without any Blood 
ſpilt, they dying by the dry Blows of a 
Lever. They found the Cloth laid, and all 
the Plate on the Side-Table, not one ſingle 
Piece being miſſing, and therefore conclu- 
ded it could not be the Work of Robbers. 
They informed the Magiſtrate who came to 
the Houſe, where making an Inventory of 
the Papers and Writings, they found a Wo- 
man's Letter written to Monſieur Sævari, 
in which ſhe ſaid; * We are undone, my 
* Husband is informed of all; think of ſome 
Remedy; Paparel can bring him to a Set- 
* tlement of his Mind ; make him ſpeak with 
* him, without which there is no hope of 
Safety.“ This Letter was neither ſubſcri- 
bed nor dated, but the faid Paparel was 
ſummon'd before the Judge, whom he told 
he underſtood nothing of what that Letter 
meant, and that it was true he had been a 
Friend of Monſieur Savari s; but the leeaſt 
of thoſe who frequented his Houſe ; and in 
truth, though he was one of the Treaſurers 
in ordinary of the War, very rich, a Man 
of Pleaſure and debauch'd, yet Monſicur Sa- 
varis Intimates were of much higher Qgality, 
ſuch as the Duke de Vendoſme, and others of 
the greateſt Noblemen of the Court. In ſhort, 
all they could learn was, that ſome Body, 

| N whoſe 


nne 


whoſe Wife or Daughter had been diſhonour'd 

by the Contrivance of Monſieur Savari, 
had made this Sacrifice to their Injury and 
Reſentment. Thus Things were no further 
penetrated into, for fear of diſcovering ſome 
Myſteries which were not thought proper 
to be made known, though ſeveral People 
were apprehended, who were afterwards ſet 
at Liberty, leaſt they ſhould have told more 
than was thought fic to be heard, for which 
Reaſon Savaris Murther has gone unre- 
venged. Here is an Order publiſh'd con- 
cerning Beggars, by which, for the firſt 
Offence, they are condemn'd to the Pillory, 
the ſecond to be whipt ; and it would have 
gone even to hanging, if the Dauphin had 
not oppoſed it. Which Order has been 
already executed, ſeveral of rhoſe miſerable 
Wretches having been tied together and 
whipt ; one being a poor old Soldier of Se- 
venty Years of Age, who faid while they 
were tying him for his Puniſhmenr, God be 
prais'd! | have ſpent my Youth in the 
King's Service, who broke me when he had 
no further Occaſion for me; and now I am 
grown old and very poor, I muſt be whipt 
tor my Reward, becauſe | beg'd a Morſel of 
Bread for God's ſake, without doing Wrong 
toany Man. There was among them a poor 
Briton, who ſaid he was rightful Heir to the 
Duke de Chaunes, pulling out his 3 
| | 1 an 
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and Titles with great Paſſion; but not- 
withſtanding both one and the other were 
whipt; only an /ri/bman was ſpar d, be- 
cauſe he could not ſpeak our Language. 
This great Severity has made all fober Peo- 
ple cry out dreadfully againft Monſieur 4 Ar- 
gencon our Lieutenant -: Criminal, and the 
Miniſters who have occaſion'dit : And really 
it is a crying Caſe; it were better to pro- 
vide for the Poor, as they do in Holland, 
where they ſay they have Houſes: for all 
Ages and Sexes, who are received into 
them, and compaſſionately uſed, ſo that 
without being forced, the Poor enter them- 
ſelves into them with Joy, without being 
dragg d thither, and thoſe are receiv'd who 
know not how otherways to diſpoſe of them- 
ſelves,; Orphans are taken in and taught 
ſeveral Trades; the Girls come not out till 
they are married, and the Boys not till they 
have learn d to get their Living; tis at the 
Expence of thoſe Houſes this Eſtabliſhment 
is made for both Sexes : Theſe may truly 
be called Foundations of Charity ; whereas 
in ours the Founders Intentions are ſo much 
abuſed, their Revenues ſerve only to enrich 
the Officers; but we ſhall have too much to 
do ſhould we undertake to reform all theſe 
Abuſes, it belongs to the Magiſtrates to 
undertake ſuch a Reformation, but which 
they never concern themſelves to accom- 
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whoſe Wife or Daughter had been diſhonour d 

by the Contrivance of Monſieur Savari, 
had made this Sacrifice to their Injury and 
Reſentment. Thus Things were no further 
penetrated into, for fear of diſcovering ſome 
Myſteries which were not thought proper 
to be made known, though ſeveral People 
were apprehended, who were afterwards ſet 
at Liberty, leaſt they ſhould have told more 
than was thought fic to be heard, for which 
Reaſon Savaris Murther has gone unre- 
venged. Here is an Order publiſh'd con- 
cerning Beggars, by which, for the firſt 
Offence, they are condemn'd to the Pillory, 
the ſecond to be whipt ; and it would have 
gone even to hanging, if the Dauphin had 
not oppoſed it. Which Order has been 
already executed, ſeveral of thoſe miſerable 
Wretches having been tied together and 
whipt ; one being a poor old Soldier of Se- 
venty Years of Age, who ſaid while they 
were tying him for his Puniſhment, God be 
prais d! | have ſpent my Youth in the 
King's Service, who broke me when he had 
no further Occaſion for me; and now I am 
grown old and very poor, I muſt be whipt 
tor my Reward, becauſe I beg'd a Morſel of 
Bread for God's ſake, without doing Wrong 
toany Man. There was among them a poor 
Briton, who ſaid he was rightful Heir to the 
Duke de Chaunes, pulling out his ay 
12 1 an 
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and Titles with great Paſſion; but not- 
withſtanding both one and the other were 
whipt; only an /ri/bman was ſpar d, be- 
cauſe he could not ſpeak our Language. 
This great Severity has made all fober Peo- 
ple cry out dreadfully againft Monſieur 4 Ar- 
gencon our Lieutenant-Criminal, and the 
Miniſters who have occaſion d it: And really 
it is a crying Cale; it were better to pro- 
vide for the Poor, as they do in Holland, 
where they ſay they have Houſes: for all 
Ages and Sexes, who are received into 
them, and compaſſionately uſed, ſo that 
without being forced, the Poor enter them- 
ſelves into them with Joy, without being 
dragg d thither, and thoſe are receiv'd who 
know not how otherways to diſpoſe of them- 
ſelves; Orphans are taken in and taught 
ſeveral Trades; the Girls come not out till 
they are married, and the Boys not till they 
have learn d to get their Living; tis at the 
Expence of thoſe Houſes this Eſtabliſhment 
is made for both Sexes: Theſe may truly 
be called Foundations of Charity ; whereas 
in ours the Founders Intentions are ſo much 
abuſed, their Revenves ſerve only to enrich 
the Officers; but we ſhall have too much to 
do ſhould we undertake to reform all theſe 
Abuſes, it belongs to the Magiſtrates to - 
undertake ſuch a Reformation, but which 
they never concern themſelves to accom- 
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pliſh. Now we are talking of Magiſtrates, 
it is faid, when Monſieur 4 Argencon entred 
his Office, he went to viſit the Preſident 
Harlai. This grave Senator, with all the 
Seriouſneſs he is known to uſe, ſaid only to 
him, Sir, Light, Security, Cleanlineſs, and 
then left him. The new Lieutenant could 
not comprehend what the Preſident meant 
by theſe Three Words, which had ſhewed 
him his Duty, to take care the Streets were 
well illuminated, kept clean and ſafe for 
the Paſſengers, by apprehending and puniſh- 
ing Thieves and Robbers, which he ſigni- 
fied by thoſe Three Enigmatical Words, 
a very Laconic Way of Expreſſion. I was 
told of a quere Reception Monſieur Pont- 
chartrain, when he was Comptroller-Gene- 
ral, gave to the Sub-Farmers of Champaigne 
who were ruin'd by the Hail-Storms, which 
in few Moments had deſtroy'd their Hopes 
in the moſt promiſing Vintages. They 
went in a Body to weit on Monſieur Pont- 
_ chartrain, telling him, That both in Honour 
and Contcience, he could not but allow 
them ſome Abatements : Gentlemen, ſaid 
he to them, if this be a Caſe of Conſcience, 
it lies not before me, the Sorbonne mult de- 
cide it; if it be Cafe of Honour, it belongs 
not to me neither, you muſt addreſs your 
ſelves to the Mareſchals of France, who are 
impower d and eſiabliſh'd to judge and de- 
termine 


LarTIA XXXVI. 181 


termine all Affairs of that Nature. Thus 
the poor Farmers were forc ed to return as 
wiſe as they came, and to take Refuge in 
the Temple from their Creditors, there 
bemoaning the Loſs of their Vintage: Soon 
after there run about Paris a fooliſh Satyr, 
which though but in a Pun of Words, yet 
pleaſed the People, who love whatſoever 
aq the Miniſters; ſuch as they are you may 
ee, 


* Deteſt ye People all of France, 

This Miniſter of the Finance, bf 
Whom Monſieur Pont, char, train they call 
This Bridge of rotten Planks is all in all. 
This Chariot's driven by Furies on, 

May it and its Carriage to the Devil be gore. 


You ſee this is but an indifferent Thing, bur 
as the Conceit made us laugh, I have ſent it 
you to the ſame Purpoſe: I muſt now tell 
you what happened to Father /a Chaiſe the 
other Day from a Gaſcoign, for they are the 
moſt given to piquantRepartees : It was a kind 
of an Abbot, who had long hunted after 
Preferment to a better Benefice,and whom the 


— —_ W * : * * — 


* This poor Piece of Wit, though we deſpiſe in England, 
is Pill current in France; the Jeſt lies in this, if there is 
any in it, Pont ſignifies a Bridge, Char à Chariot, and 
Train the Carriage of a Coach or Chariot; which three 
Words compoſing his Name, is the whole ſilly Conceit of the 
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25 Father had kept in Dependance with 

fair Promiſes, without any Effect; ſo that 
the Gaſcoign, mad to be thus diſappointed, 
ſaid to the King's Confeſſor, when he told 
him at laſt, There was nothing could be 
done for him, Father, I have been a great 
Fool for truſting to your Promiſes, conſi- 
dering that my Mother forbid me ever truſt- 
ing to a Chair which had Three Legs, the 
Gaſcoign alluding to the Confeſſor s Name, 
which ſignifies a Chair, and his Age, which 
obliged him to walk with a Stick : This be- 
ing pronounced with the Gaſcoign Air, and 
Accent of his Country, together with his 
Reſentment, was thought both proper for 
the Prieſt, and pleaſant in the diſappointed 
Abbot. Ir wes ſoon ſpread about the Town, 
and came to the King's Ear : But I have heard 
a Story which I muſt further tell you, tho 
it lengthens my Letter ; A fair Briton Lady, 
called Madamoiſclle de Leſſevin, deſiring to 
make the beſt Advantage of her Charms, 
imagind the Chevalier 4e B , who ſeem'd 
in Love with her, might eaſily be drawn 
into the Band of Wedlcck; to which pur- 
poſe, ſhe rook great Care to make uſe of 
her Rigours and Complaiſancies, as ſhe 
thought them moſt conducible to the grand 
Detign, till at laſt ſhe obtain'd a Promiſe, 
which was to take effect when ſhe required. 
This ſhe kept with utmoſt Care in her 
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ſtrong Box, waiting the Time to make uſe. 
of it, and flattering her ſelf with the Hopes 


* of becoming a Princeſs ; but ſhe. found her 


Account had deceived her, for the Cheva- 
lier, who is naturally inconſtant, growing 
weary of a Conqueſt, which coſt him only 
the Daſh of a Pen, thought of making new 
ones. Madamoiſelle de Leſſevin did all poſ- 
ſible, in her Diſpair, to recover her Intereſt, 
but nothing ſucceeded; he was broke looſe, 
and neither the Tears nor Tenderneſs of the 
Lady could move his Heart; which when 
ſhe perceiv'd, {ke threatned to ſhow his 
Promiſe, to ſee if ſhe could compel him by 
what the Law would effect. The Cheva- 
lier told her coldly, ſhe might do what ſhe 
pleaſed. This provoked her Patience, and 
paſſing from Words to Deeds, ſhe ſhewed 
the Promiſe to the Judges in a full Audience, 
which was contain d in theſe Words: | 


1 the under-named promiſe. to be, and be- 
Have, and own my ſelf, as the Husband 


of Madamoiſelle de Leſſevin, as often 
as (he (pall require. 
| Sigi d, 7 | 


* 


The Chevalier de ſr 


| You may imagine, that ſuch a Promiſe put 


the whole Court in a Laughter, as well as 
N 4 all 
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all who heard of it. The Chevalier's 

Lawyer declared the Lady needed ha' done 
no more than demand the Performance, 2 
and not have brought it into Court, the 
Chevalier being ready to comply. You may 
judge in what Confuſion the poor Creature 
was, who underſtood neither Orthography 
nor Senſe, any better than Madamoiſelle de 
B-— did Diamonds, they may be very 
well join'd together, and both fooled in the 
{ame Caſe, though not in the ſame manner; 
far you ſee in the one her Avarice, and in 
the other her Ambition was the Occaſion of 
their Misfortunes. I think I have ſent you 
Stories enough to convince you I am not 
ungrateful. : es 


Tours, Madaw. 
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2 Am extreamly obliged to you, 
5 2 Madam, for the Pains you have 
To 8 taken in giving me an Account 
of Monſieur Savari s Tragical 
4+ Death. It bas ſomething ſo 
— in it, that it made me tremble, as 
does the Cruelty with which the Poor are 
uſed; I cannot wonder the Miniſtry are 
cry'd out upon ; methinks, they ſhould add 
no more Subjects of 2 to a People 
who are ſo weary of thoſe they have endu- 
red, for they may find already in this Province 
how dangerous it is to drive Men to Extre- 
mity ; I doubt it will not be ſo eaſy to 
quiet thoſe who have took up Arms in the 
Cevennes. This Affair is grown more con- 
ſiderable than it was believed, which we 
know from Monſieur Timarcon, whoſe Re- 


giment has been thraſh'd to. ſome hehe 
thoſe 
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thoſe Camiſars. It is the Name they give 
thoſe v ho are in Arms, but of which I under- 
ſtand not the Meaning: They ſay it is de- 
rived from the Times of the Duke de Roban s 
War. Be it how it will, thoſe who come 
from thoſe Parts ſay, the Camiſars are all 
a warlike People, and fight as if they were 
deſperate, reſolving to conquer or die ; and 
that they have a Youth at their Head who 
has the Courage both of Ulyſſes and Achilles, 
with the Prudence and Conduct of the moſt 
experienced Generals, and has given the 
Mareſchal de Montrevel abundance of Trou- 
ble and Fatigue; I know not how all this may 
terminate. We have an Archbiſhop here 
who uſes the Poor as ill as they do at Paris, 
without any Recourſe to his Conſcience, 
hating them to the Death; ſo that he can- 
not look on them but with Abhorrence ; they 
are his natural Antipathy, which he can 
no more overcome, then he can the other, 
of ſeeing himſelf the thirteenth at Table, 
which had like to have brought a trouble» 
ſome Buſineſs upon him. Sometime ſince 
here was a General Officer, called Monſieur 
de Legat, who went to dine with, one of 
his Friends. He told him he was ſorry he 
was not his own Maſter that Day, being 
obliged to dine with the Archbiſhop ; but, 
ſaid he, one Gueſt may bring another, and 
if you will go with me, I ſhall take it ay 
| or 
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for an Honour and a Pleaſure : Monſieur 
de Legat accepted his Motion with that Eaſi- 
neſs, waich Converſation with the polite 
World infuſes, and at Dinner-time went 
with his Friend: They found the Cloath laid, 
and twelve Plates. Thus Dinner was brought 
in, and every one took his Place; Monſieur _ 
Legat's Friend, in Courteſy, gave him his 
Plate, and ask'd a Servant for another, who 
brought him none, knowing he dared not 
exceed the Number Twelve, it being his 
Lord's Order. The Gentleman ſome- 
thing concern'd to ſee himſelf neglected, 
roſe from his Seat, and fetch'd one himſelf 
from the Side-Table, which made our Arch- 
biſhop redden with Rage and Paſſion ; Mon- 
ſieur de Legat, who was ignorant of his 
Humour, as of what had palſs'd, eat hear- 
tily, being minded to make his Court to 
the Prelate; he commended his Soup, 
ſaying it was excellent. The Biſhop, nor 
being longer able to contain himſelf, cry'd 
briskly, It was not made for you; which 
Monſieur de Legat anſwered, by throwing 
his Plate at his Head ; and had not the Com- 
pany interpoſed, the Mitre might have been 
in ſome Danger: The Table was overturn- 
ed, every Body going away; the whole 
Town was much concerned, but Means are 
found out to accommodate the Matter, by 
giving another Senſe to the Archbiſhop's 

bo 5 Words; 
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Words; and that by ſaying the Soup was 
not made for Monſieur de Legat, he meant 
it ſhould have been better had he known 
he would have done him the Honour to 
dine with him. Theſe Excuſes paſt for 
what they were, and ſuch an Accomoda- 
tion was made as the Thing would bear. 
But | believe the Archbiſhop will conſider 
with himſelf a good while before he breaks 
out again into ſuch Brutality. He may 
well be Brother to Monſieur de St. Pouange : 
But here People are not of a Temper to 
futter ſuch barbarous Manners. However 
they occaſion'd the following Verles. 


hen fat Pouange himſelf adreſt 
To th Manger where our Lord did reſt, 
Shepherds and Angels he made fly, 
Fearing his old Barbartty : 
Tour Lord he bowed without Diſpute ; 
Joſeph er Mary he would not ſalute. 


They are not uſed to ſuffer Affronts in this 
Country; and I have heard, that when the 
Marchioneſs de Calviſon was in this Place 
ſhe was forced to abate of her haughty 
Airs. This Lady, whoſe Beauty made fo 

much Noiſe in the World, was called the 


Fair Mari veau when the was Maid of Ho- 
nour to the Queen. Her Husband coming 
to this City to be inveſted with the Go- 


veramcnt of Lavguedec, as the King's Lĩieu- 
| tenan t 


Lier e 109 
- tenant of the Province, ſhe took upon her 
to receive all Viſits ſtanding, that the La- 
dies might not fit before her; for which 
Purpoſe ſhe had all the Chairs taken out 
of her Chamber, intending to give herſelf 
a Superiority over all the Lawyer's Ladies; 
who not relifhing ſuch a Reception, they 
refolved to ſhew their Contempt of her 
Haughtineſs, and going in a great Company 
to vifit her, they opened the Seats of their 
Coaches, putting four low Stools or Tabou- 
rets in them, which their Footmen had Or- 
ders to take out when they alighted from 
their Coaches, and carry before them; fo 
that Madam % Calviſon, being aſtoniſhd to 
ſee twenty Footmen enter the Chamber 
with every one a Stool, and followed by 
their Miſtreſſes, who fat down upon them 
without further Ceremony, only ſaying to 
Madam de Calviſon, that they thought it 
proper to bring their Tabourets with them, 
finding none in her Chamber, and that appa- 
rently the loved to ſtand, having contracted 
that Habit at Court; bur, added they, as for 
us we are not obliged to make our Court to 
any Lady in that manner, being uſed to ſit, 
and know not how to do'otherways. © Ma- 
dam Catviſon ſaw ſhe muſt make her beſt 
of this, and take down her Vanity ; for it 
would not have been convenient to draw 
the whole Parliament upon her Back, when 


I her 
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her Husband came to deſire their Suffrages, 
and ſo bold an one as that is, which is the ſe- 
cond in the Kingdom, and has the Eſteem 
of being very juſt and equitable, the Court 
referring often the moſt important Affairs to 
their Deciſion. We are inform d there is 
a molt pleaſant Trial coming before t hem, 
if it be not made up in time: It is a Duel 
of Women: A Lady of Beaucaire having 
met in an Aſſembly with a maiden Lady, 
who had been formely her Husband's Mi- 
ſtreſs, and whom perhaps ſhe feared was ſo 
ſill ; ſhe ſaid ſuch piquant Things to her, 
that the Lady, who was not of a very for- 
bearing Temper, having returned her the 
ſame, ſhe alſo threw a Candleſtick at her 
Head. The Company being at Play, gave 
not at firſt ſo much Attention to this Quar- 
rel as they ought; but as ſoon as they per- 
ceived it paſt beyond Invectives, they did 
all poſſible to end it ; the Candleſtick ſtruck 
only againſt the Wall, and by Conſequence 
did no other hurt than by the Fright ; they 
brought the Ladies to embrace each other, 
and thought all was ended : But they were 
deceived, for the maiden Lady griped the 
others Hand very hard, when they were 
making Friends, and the next Morning 
ſent her a Challenge in theſe Words. 
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I P you defire any Satitfaction concerning 
what happened laſt Night, you need only 
come to the Garden of ——— at Ten of the 
Clock, where you © ſhall find me with two 
Swords : On my part I ſhould be glad you 


would give me Satisfattion for the injurious. 


Treatment you have given me. Beſure to 
come alone, and let none know of this ; for 
it may be dangerous to engage Men in a 
Quarrel we may eaſily decide by our ſelves, 
if you are of my Temper. I wait for you. 


The married Lady failed not the Appoint- 
ment ; the Maid gave her the Choice of 
Swords, and when they had faſtned the 
Garden-Door on the inſide, they begun the 
Combat with the Dexterity which might 
have been expected from thoſe accuſtomed 
to the Diſtaff more than thoſe Weapons: 
They jangled a long Time, and made fo 
much Noiſe that they were heard from a 
Neighbouring Garden : They at firſt thought 
they were Men fighting, and ran to part 
them ; but the Ladies having barricaded 
the Door, they were forced to break it 
open ; and feared that Obſtacle might prove 


fatal to one of the Combatants; but when 


they gotin, it was with Aſtoniſhment they 
beheld two Ladies making awkward Paſſes 
at one another, whom the Heat of the Diſ- 

pute 
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pute hindred from feeling their Wounds ; 
though as ſoon as they had diſarmed them, 
ſecing their Blood running from them, they 
both fell in a Swoon: They carried them 
Home, and found the married Woman was 
wounded in the left Breaſt, and the Maiden 
Lady in the Thigh, both being extream ill 
of their Wounds. While there was Care 
taking of their Cure, the Relations on both 
Sides proceeded very high : It was firſt 
brought into the Court at Ni/mes, and after 
referred to the Parliament here. It is ſup- 
poſed Monſieur de Baville may compoſe 
Things, and the two Ladies, who are now 
both recovered, need go no further than 
Mompelier. It was wiſhd it might be 
broughr hither, becauſe of the Novelty of 
the Caſe. Monſieur Baville ſaid, the King 
muſt appoint Judges to determine the Points 
of Honour amongſt the Ladies; and that 
this Affair, which he turns into a Comical 
Scene, does not belong to the Mareſchals 
of France, though in the mean while they 
affirm it to be a Duel inall its Forms in the 
Country where it paſt, and ought to under- 
go the Rigour of the Law, without their 
Sexes being capable to excuſe them, ſince 
under the Name of Men both Sexes are 
included. But Monſieur Baville thought it 
was a pardonable Caſe, and writ to the 
King in ſo comical a manner, as might 

| rather 
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rither cauſe Laughter than irritate. him 


apy the two teſolute Ladies. Vou ſee 
at Honour our Sex has gained, which 
ſhews that if we were dccuſtomed to greater 
Things, wWe ſhould be good for ſome- 
thing more than we are thought to be. 
For my own Part, when [ conſider my felf, 
I fancy I have Courage, and, were angry, 
could ht like a Lion; and fteely Ithink 
our, Malters, the Men, keep vs from going 
into the War, leis for fear of the Danger, 
than that we ſhould ſhare their Honour 1 
ſaw a young Maid at Montpedier, who ſhew- 
ed as much Bravery as the Men can equal, 
with a Strength and uncommon Generoſity 
of Mind; beyond the common Pitch. Mon- 
ſieur de Bavile was inform d of a Megiog 
the Proteſſants had appointed in the Ces 
nes, on the Eſtate of 4 Gentleman called 
Monſi eur de Monvallien : I, He. went imme 
diately to the Place accompanied with the” 
Miniſters ﬀf his Wrattr; the Aſſembly Was. 
ſcattered, ſome ſkd, and others were Eilled; - 
but the Miniſter was taken, and Monſieur 

de Baville, ho reſolved to make him an 
Example, delivered him to che keeping of 
Monſieur de Monuallien, obliging fim to 


be anſwerable for fim; "be having not re- 


fuſed to take this Charge, leaſt he ſhould 
ſeemn to want Reſpect, fut im in a Chem 
ber of "his" Caſtle, in which Monficur de 

O Baville 


194 Li 112 ex XXXVII. 


Bauille had lodged with all his Attendants, 
where be was to be kept till the E xecutio- 
ners came, vho were ſent, for to finiſn the 
Work, in the mean while divertiog them- 
ſelves with Hunting. At their returo, Mon- 
fieur de Baville was terribly enraged to U. 
* Preacher had made his Eicape, read7 
to burſt with Madneſs, he accuſed Monlicur 
e Monvallien of being privy to it, ſwear 
| ing he, ſhould anſwer for it with his 
Head; it ſignified nothing to alledge bis 
1 595 it Was 7 20 believed. While CD 
Maid who had been ſome- 
le, either as a Goyernante, 
or a Friend be Cs, Ot 6 whom 
But, in fine, this e e 
non ſuſpected, came into th 
Monheur ele, Was 8 out . 810 
Threats, expoſing hericlf to all his Rage, 
and, owning the had layed the Miniſter, 
whule they were hunting, telling them the 
manner by which they ated : Mon- 
1805 hn go Bull, before ſhe ende her Re- 
5 MES N other End 
E's ions, be to priſon. At 
firſt 1755 Ya, 20 Fiber, but at laſt 
contented hi e 97 — her Whipr 
poblickſy by Fl ee Hangman, but 
could not hee mixing the eh and 
Honeft Heart of this poor M 
1 ag hater PF EMO e. 
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vallier condemn'd for a Crime,. of which 
q Be on was the Occaſion, This | HRT 
made a_ great Noiſe, and; ſome. time 42 
6 Monſieur de 'Monvallien . vas let o 
Priſon. When 1 paſt through area 
was ſhown this gallant Creature,; who was 
in a miſerable Condition; but ſince, as they 
y has 1 9 755 into England... You' fee 
adam, this Action, and the other 
our Dag, that Women are capable 
Odursge and Bravery. But to return to the 
Parliament of T houlouſe, the other Day I was 


informed it decreed a difficult, Controverſy... 


A Man being at the Top of the Chet - Tamer 
to mend ſomerhing which was amiſs, wou d 
| have had the Misfortune to fall to the 
Ground, if he had not had the g 5 Luck 
to fall upon another Man who Was beo, 
without getting any Harm himſelf, tho the 
other was killed: The Relations of the Des. 
cęaſed purſuing him by Law, pretended, that. 
tho they condemn'd him not to die, yet they 
ought to ſome Puniſhment and Fine for the 
Damage done to the Heirs of the Dead: But 
as I baye heard the ſame Story before, ſa 
ſuppoſe: had they, and gave ne, fame deſini- 
tive Sentence, 10 7 the next Heir ſhould 


go, to the Top of the Tower and fall dm 


upon the May. who had fallen upon his 
Predeceſſor, but none undertakigg it the 
| bn. a ended. 05 is 9 but _ 
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has been, ſays Solomon, and it has ſo fallen 


out here. Vu informed me in your laſt Let- 


ter with what the firſt Preſident, Monſieur 


de Harley, ſaid to Monſieur Agenden, 
which is very fine; I love that Lacodick 
way of ſpeaking, which expreſſes much in 
few Words: They ſay all Monſieur de Har- 
lay's are ſo many Sentences, which will be 
collected for the publick [Good ; if you 
pleaſe to impart any of them to. me they 


will oblige me. I an add a great 'many 


Queſtions concerning him, ſome of which 
F cannot anſwer, haviog' only known him 


when he was Attorney-General. He is 


_ _ exceedingly er at Neat he ſeems ſo: 


All I remember. of him is, that when the 
Comedy of Tartaſſe was forbid, Moliere 


appear'd upon the Stage when they were 


to begin the Play, and told the Au- 
ce we intended to give you Tartuffe 


to 5 Day, but the Artorney- Gene will not 


permit us to play him; which diverted 
the Company, and gave him ſome Revenge 
on that Magiſtrate, who could not com- 
plain of it; he not ſeeming to rake” No- 
tioe of it at preſent. This is all my 
Knowledge 'of Mooſicur de Harl 

you can give me more, which! by ny you” 
will favour me with. Devotion runs ex- 
ceeding high. in this City; and it is not” 
for nothin BY les 1 aloe the Fe, 

#4 j«# ry her to! \ $ r 
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But it is 4 kind of 8 partſh Holihes, tt 
while they hold th Bead in bas Haus, 
they cut Purſes withi the other, The La- 

dies are regular inc hearing Mats, zöd Com- 
monly go to the Catmelites Church, Which 


is the Rendezvous of tlie Beaux and Belles : | 


There the Lover kneels at His 'Miſtreſs's 


Feet, and talks łò her - While ſhe ſeems - 


to ſay her Prayers,” and tells her other 
Things than ſhe find in ler Becks, 'which 
ret dhey deyoutly hold in their Hands. 
Some Women, under the Pretenet of De- 
wotion, fall our with the Plays and Opera's, 
but make no Scruple of” ſpending Day 
Night at Cards. 1n ſhort,” 'e 
drities their Devotidn after th 

on, and decide Caſes of Oonſciege sede ding 
to their Inclinationst But 1 che matte ut 
of thoſe Privileges” the Place alldws, and 
who love not P ere boldly; that 


it is the moſt erimiaal of alt Diverſions; | 


and that Plays and Opera's. are very inno- 
cent, both our Money and Time being li- 
mitred which we ſpend un thoſe Spectacſes; 


without hurting Devotion, which ſbews, 
1 theirs is but Grimace And Moliere 
wv OJ” wh might 


whereas in Play they are both unbounded 
and extravagant, even to Ruin, and the 
neglect of all religious Duties. In fine, Tar- 
gue ſo well upon this Subject, that I may 
go with Impunity to the Opera's and Plays 


o 4 
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might here have found many Original 


Characters, for his Comedies! equal to tis 
_Tartaffe. A great many ſay. be. took +Har 
in particular trom this City, it being the 
Picture of the Abbot; Roguerre, other wiſe 
called the Biſhop, of . Who is the 
Original. Be it how it will, the great 
Baus ee is, who ſhall ſeem moſt 
devout; but they may do whatever they 
pleaſe. The common People are more ſin- 
cere, but one may ſay it is with ſa much 
Superſlition and ignorance, that they can 
no more be called Chriſtians tlian thoſe of 
Spain or Ital) : Nay, here are tlioſe of 
good Quality who run into; Rant ſame 
Weakueis the People. I was the 
other Day at hots. of this: kind, I round 
her reading in | a Book, which I did not 
ſuppoſe to be a Romance: lu ſhort it us 
ſeveral; Hiſtories both of He and She: Saints, 
whom I never had the Honour to be ac- 
uainted with: There was one wich I 

found exceeding, di verting, I muſt needs 
give you an Account of it There was in 
a City of Spain a Gentleman: and his 
Wife, who lived very devoutly, they reci- 
ted every Day the Office of the Virgin 
Mary, and the Reſary, giving a conſiderable 
Part of their Eſtate to the Monks to ſay 
Maſſes tor the Souls of the Dead: They 
hed. ee a. Som and a A 
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vl were beautiful as  Arigels; and es xa) 
followed the Steps of thoſt wWI¹¹ðg 
them into the World; aud it e e 
their Houſe was 2 Convent: They f 
on Chamber a little. [x AM 
of worldly Furniture and Teh 
unrein ſometimes we behold: on 
Hiſtories, the Walls were 3 5 
Images of Saints of both Sexes. 
after having lived thus holily 5 
Gentleman and his Wife died, les 
Children in the ways of P; the 
being eighteen Vears old, and* che Dangh- 
ter ſeventeen, they loved one wörter 10 
only as Brother and Siſter;: bur as being” 
more united by on that Blocd, = 
| both reſolved to end their Lives in Celrbat 
and practiſe in their Houſe all the Severitt 
of aCloifter. But the Devil Tondo 
that he could not ode: them deſtroy” 
1 reſolved. to deſtroy” others 
Ah means, and bring a Seandat' upen 
mong their Neighbonts;: + he:there- 
fog ſhed” his Venom upon Evil Tongues, 
who” accuſed! this virtuous* Brother and 
Siſter" of Inceſt, Which ſpread abroad a tef- 
rible Scandal thro” alf the Houfes' in the 
This made ſe great a Ndie, that 
it cine t the Ears of theſe; Reeluſe 14 
all their Solitude As ſoen as* they 
3 heurd chis ſad 0 they prayed-to” 
EN © 
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good St. Ignatius Loyola, and the bleſſed 
St. Thereſa, to confound their Calumnia- 
5 their Prayers were heard, and they 
3 a Voice which bid them open their 
*Windaws towards the Garden, and they 
Fhould ſee the Souls of thoſe who had 
Acdndalized'them ſo unjuſtly. ; at the ſame 
time looking out they ſaw a Tree cover- 
ed with Aove a Thouſand ugly Birds, 
all Coal Black: Alas; eryed they, and hall 
be the auſe of the Loſs of ſo many 
TC 850 which they immediately diſ- 
eee vial and La he to e 7 
try t cou event the periſhiog 

10 1 Souls: ; Pr Their Prayers being 
ended, th Siſter bad an Toſpiration : 2 
dear Brother, ſaid ſhe, 1 have a Thoug 

«Char as theſe. Wretches are only damu d For 
accuſing us falſly,' the only way te ſave 
«them is to make their Accyſation true: 
The Brother admired the Siſter's Expedient, 
Kying, ſhe muſt needs be better than he, 
fince ſhe "firſt had diſcoyered this Means. ; 
which pious Reſolutiop being both taken 
and executed, they had often the Conſo- 
lation to ſee the fame Tree, which was be- 
Roy covered with thoſe. dion black Birds 
I full of white Ones, Jike Turtle-Doves, 
biet ſung and made the ſweeteſt Muſick 
In the Werd. They praiſed Heaven for 


esd . Het ofthe Guy 
1 . | "1 
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to their greateſt Enemies, and were!both © 
beatified after their Death. The devour 
Bigot, wWho owned the Bool. 1 
ſed to yoo me read it, yet was earneſt; to-kadw 
. how liked it: I toll ber the Concluſion of 
the Story as very prey; but alter wards 

'd with her moreſeriobfly;and acquainted 
har that in hes ge. ſuch, Legends mult 
needs be prejudicial to Religion, anditgive 
our Enemies great Advantage ? But ſhe treat- 
ed me as a Heretick, anda her Book was 
printed with the Permiſſion and Approba- 


l the Holy "oe . 


lined 6 to { 7 bee, 
ig Mother” 705 Sch but you: | 
coofe(s I cannot do it, to) ſuch wectohed 
Stuff ; for our good, Mother muſt deat 
When the * 1 4. Yn. © But let us leave 
moralizing. Madam ee Agves: 
1 30 Gn to ine an Frege e 
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prudent and virtuous ;; and though ſhe in- 
ſpires the ſtrongeſt paſſioms. (he is incapeble 

to gratify them: She has at the ſame time 
three different Sorts in her Chains; one is 
a Marqueſs of the higheſt Rank, the other 
a rich Citizen, and the third a Dancing - 
call's Prado: Theſe three Conqueſts 
has (ſerved for an Occaſion of a great deal 
of Mirth. Farewel, only ſend me Word 
by what means Monſieut Chamillard came 
to be Miniſter both of the War and the 
Treaſury, two Employs which Monſieur 
de Logvois, with all his Favour, could ne- 
ver unite in his on Perſon, though he was 
at . chem as Ar 22 ad 
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with: his — — ng — that 1 
ſhould: fnform” ;yow-of vile Odginaliof/ Mon- | 
ſieur Cbamillarts Fortune; as to tlie latter, 
I believe he owes it to his Stars, and his ad- 
mirable Skill at Billiards: The King had 
formerly the ſtrongeſt Paſſion for that Game, 
and excelled in it; he one Day complaining, 
he  knew-/ no Body could play with him: 
Monſieur a 4rmagnae; his Maſter” of the 
Horſe,  faid'to\ him, Sir if your Majeſty 
can diſpence with a litiie Counſellor of Par- 
liament, whEꝛm pays — — well, 1 
ſhall have the Honour to preſent him to you. 
The King accepted his Offer; and Mouſteur 
6 him che next Morning, 
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who plaid ſo well, that he gain'd the Rank 
we now. ſee him hold, with the Riches he 
by it: Who after this will lay, 
That it is impoſſible to make a Fortune 

Gaming, ſinde we ſee à very great one ob- 
naed by no other Means? When the Ning 
ach taken 4 Fancy to him; he adviſed' him 


to buy a Maſteꝝ of the Requ ; 
he might bs chore! worthy to divert him; 
but tlie cunning Lawyer made an Objection 


upon his ſabiliey*to müe the Purchaſe, 
* Ak removed that Obje@ion, 
| — 0s toe Sian. 


aft Requeſts; and was ſoon after raiſed: ton 

Counſellor of State; when Madam Muir - 
tenon talking him for her Intendant, he be- 
came alſo that of the Finances, and it was 
in that Time I was acquainted with him. It 
ſeemed Fortune had raiſed him high enough, 
and ought to have no Hopes of going high- 
er; but whar'nayn't h eupert who is tup- 
ported by Madam Martenon? It was enough 
for Monſieur Chamillart to pleaſe her, to 
make him aſpire co every: Thigg; accor- 
dingly, when Mankeur Bosc hart died, and 
Mogſjeur Pontchartrain was made Chan- 
cellar; in his Place, the- King taiſed Mon- 
ſieur Cbamillart to that of > Monſieur Pont 


U ; of 
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of the Finances, to the great l 
many Pretenders, and the great Wonder 
of the World.z. but his Majeſty loves to ſut- 
. People and make himſelf Creatures 
upon nothiog but his » 

Plextor for — . 
ed his Fromotion as applauded, though as 
the ſame Time it was generally ' cenſured; 
and all, murmur' d privately at it: Thert 
were ſome Flatterers who highly commended 
the, King's Judgment in the Choice of this 
Miniſter, tho they knew; he could baue 
choſen a much better. Monſicur 4 Armag⸗ 
nac ſaid to A King upon chis, Sir, I hope 
your n Ly. finds I preſent goa Subjects 
to Jou. Ves, replied the King g. Lam obli- 
ged to you for doing ſo by Chamillart; lam 
pleaſed with him, and doubt not he wilt 
ſerye; me 8 In ſhort, as ſoon as he 
got into this Poſts, he did his utmoſt to 
eglipſe Monſieur Fontchartrain in brimging 
Money. into — — by. Hool ot by 
took, . and conſequently carty his o-πƷv; 
cus to the higheſt: Pitch--Monſieur:de. 


EUX |1C tr alſo ſoon alter, {by the Fa- - | 


vour ek, a little, Lady, who had ſent the 
Count de Mailly, and ſome other Lovers, 

to another World, without fearing the 
Ds ,of.the. Law, becauſe they loſt their, 
Lives by t ur... on. E olly. The — 4 
thought. fit to . baniſh. a Perſon \whole: 


wii Charms - 
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Charms were ſo dangerous, and might 


lamented Monſicur dee Barleſſeux 8. Loſs, he 
gave his Places to Monſieur Chamillart. 
Thus vou have ſeen how he became both 
Miniſter of the War and the Treaſure. This 
new Addition of Felicity again aſtoniſh'd 
de World; but when they — we 
live in a Reign of Wonders, they concluded 
we oughit not to be ſurprized at any * 
Iribelongs to none but the King to wor 
Miracles, and to make a Man, who was 
but an Apprentice in Law, capable of Go- 
verning the State, and to ſupply the Two 
moſt eminent Poſts in it; but Time will 


ſhow how he will extricate himſelf. Now 


The 


ſee all I can ſay upon this Chapter. 


vantage of Monſieur Chamillart's Fortune, 
Madam Ameli», who is a very 


a'+armer-General, - who after he had — 


abundance of Money, was ſo civil to A 


it hie Wife. that ſhe might give herſelf a bet 
ter Title and Name She dingly marry d 
—— IIb to whom ſhe has brought 
much Riches, and been a great Help to that 
young Lord, ſo they ga 
whichthey 


their 


FASL 11 


ho .poreonted-the Court; but after having 


ve one another that 
had moſt need of. Von ſee what 
the favourable Protection of Monſieur Cha- 
e F and to take Things from 


Perſon who has made the greateſt Ad- 


Woman; her Husband was immediatel —4 » 


2 n * 
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their Beginning. what playing at Billiards has 
produced. Th Prefident « Harlay, whom 
you allo. deſire an Account of, is quite difs 
— from the other, and owes. 
like him, to the Caprices of Fortune 3 he. 
had a Name known and celebrated in the 
Robe; he is a Man of Wit, but bas formid 
it after his own. 410 a 
Sits which makes bs him an Original — 9 
devour to boot, ſeeming ſo at leaſt. + Mick 
the Tuft of his, Gown — nag ia Chin, and 
his great Himility, - he became Preſident, 
and is ſully ca to fili that Poſt; they 
call him Harlequin, from Harlay,, int, 
or the Fifth. The. 4 iogſneſs of 
this Magiſtrate is ſingular, Who without 
ever laughing or changing bis Tone, fays- 
the molt pleaſant Things imaginable. It is 
not long ſince one called Firial, Son of the 
Stage Coach Maſter between Paris and 
Liens, was made a, Counſellor of Parla- 
ment; and Monſieur Rewer, Son of the 
Poſt- Maſter of Paris, ſoon after. followed 
his Example; the ell, Preſident. thereupon, 
with his Hir ot Gravity, addreſsd bimſelt 
alond to that Augult Senate in a full 4 
ament, crying, Geatlemen, tale 
your ſelves, we: have received a. 
man, and now taken a Poſtillion,, chis ore 
will ſoon go very faſt, Another Time a 
Zounſellor, whole Father W 
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out of à Livery" into à Farmer - General, 
taking his Suat 5 Box, ſhow'd 4 Pair of red! 
rec — his Gown, ich are fon 
proper a Lawyer; and! an Occaſion 
tothe Firſt Preſtdent to Gl Him _— | 
the whole Court, crying, Sir, I find 
Family have much adde to gee out of their 
Liveries” This' pronounced” in his grave 
Manger, ſer all chat heard it 2 Laughing, 
excepting him to whom! it Was addreſs d. 
When Monſieur" Oudy ke," Envoy Extraordi- 
nary from n. "came hither after the 
Peace of fyſict, Monſieur Boy e, Maſter” 
of Refueſs, made him #*(ptendid” Enter- 
t at Nouille, which you Know is 
— ort St. Honor; there ere were prodi- 


gious Uluminations; which made the Gar- 


Jen equal to the Lighr of the Sun; cvefy 
Tree was hung with Branepes of Lights; 
after the Ball „and continued 


till Morning, all Paris running thirher — 


Masks, where Refreſpments followed, 
from a Spring, this Entertainment l 
coſt him Fifty Thouſand Francs, n 
could Well bear, © 
being the Son of an eminent Man in Mate 
peiliur. The Preſident ſuid That Man oupht* 
to have many Thanks, who tame from 4 
Corner of a Province to-do"ſuct! Honojs 
to, France, in his cold Way®taxing his Pro. 


of 


n but ofen he the Bottom 
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| of the Secret better, underſtood this En- 
tertainment was defigned for, Madam de 
Mont pouillan, who came with Monſieur 
Oudyke into France, and whom Monſieur de 
Boſe afterwards marry'd, the Envoy extra- 
ordinary being only the Pretence. Be that 
as it will, it gave the Firſt Preſident an Oc- 
caſion of being witty : But the grave Magt- 
ſtrate, who diverted himſelf ſo much at 
the Colt of- others, was one Day the Sub- 
ject of Laughter himſelf. As he made his 
Court regularly,he,went upon a certain Time 
to Verſailles, and ſtaid in the Antichamber till 
the King came out to ſalute him, according to 
his old Cuſtom, waiting with great Tranquility 
upon a Bench, with his Head leaning againſt 
the Tapeſtry "Hangings: This Poſture one 
of the King's Pages obſerving, came near 
him, and with a great Pin pinned his Pe- 
ruke to the Hangings, which Piece of Ro- 
guery he performed without any Notice be- 
ing taken of him; a Moment aft re wards they 
cry d, The King is coming; the Preſident 
roſe in haſte, and left his Wig pinn d to the 
Hangings, and appeared before the King 
with his bald Skull, without being ont 4 
Countenance, or diminiſhing his Gravity, 

only ſaying, Sir, I did not think to have 4. 
luted your Majeſty to Day, like one of the 
Children of the Choir. The King had 


my to do to forbear Laughing, but per- 
* ceiving 
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ceiving it was a Page's Trick, he would 
know who it was had plaid it, and com- 
manded the Page to fee him no more till he 
had beg'd the Preſident's Pardon for pin- 
ning his Peruke ro the Hangings ; the 
Arch-Page retired till Midnight, and then 
took Horſe and galloped to the Preſident's 
Houſe, where every Body was in Bed, but 
he ſoon waked them by the Noiſe he made at 
the Door, alarming all the Neighbourhood ; 
the Prefident's Servants run to their Win- 
dows, asking the Occaſion of the Noiſe at 
that Time of Night. I,” muſt ſpeak with 
your Maſter, ſaid the Page, from the King. 
They went and acquainted the good Man 
with it, who put on his Velvet-Gown to 
receive the Courier the King had ſent to 
him, ina decent manner ; he was introducd, 
with Ceremony, into the great Hall, where 
he only ſaid to the Preſident, Sir, [am come, 
by the King's Command, to beg your Pardon 
for pinning your Peruke to the Hangings 
Yeſterday. Sir, ſaid the Preſident, with- 
out being moved, there needed no ſuch 
Haſte. The Page returned, after having 
cauſed all that Noiſe and Diſturbance, and 
was in the Morning at the King's Levce, 
who ask'd if he had done according to his 
Orders, he told him, Yes; while others ac- 
quainted him in what manner he had done 
it, the King only ſaying, That is like a true 
| Page 
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page, ſhrugging up his Shoulders; and for 
the Preſident, he made no Complaint of it; 
he was in the right, for a Complainant 
makes but a ſcurvy Figure; and, more- 
over, a Courtier ſhould never ſeem trou- 
bled at any Thing which diverts his Prince, 
who lavghd heartily at this double Knavery 
of his Page; for my Part, I think the lat- 
ter more waggiſh than the former, though 


they were both pleaſant enough. We are 


here exactly like you at 7honlonſe, divided 
into Two Claſſes, the Free-Thinkers or 4. 
theiſls, who believe nothing, and the com- 
mon People, who believe too much, while 


the Free-Thinkers,for all that, become Hypo- 


crites,to conform to the Practice of the Court; 
for if they have a Mind to make their For- 


tunes, they muſt ſeem devout; but as none 


but God has an Inſpection into Hearts, the 
King, who cannot ſee ſo far, is content with 
the Appearance. Thus they are ſecure who 
can feign like the New Converts. The Ab- 
bot 2 who never could obtain a Bene- 
fice *rill he took Care to appear Devout, as 
his Friends adviſed him, made theſe Verſes, 
of which I only know the beginning. 
Since I the Debauchee muſt quit, + 

* noip put on the Hypocrite. 

That no One Sin 1 may want, 

1 PII look Devout, and Pray and Cant : 

I'll imitate the Countenance 

Of Bigots A la- mode de France. 

| | 2 See 
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See what we are come to, and what his 
Majeſty's Zeal has produced, by making 
Men good by Force. The King ordered 
Madam de Camus Milecon to be ask'd why 
the did not come oftener to Court? It is, 
{aid ſhe, becauſe all my Life | have had fo 

eat an Averſion to a Mask, or Diſguiſe, 
that I ſhut my ſelf up at all Carnaval Times; 
and as they are now all mask'd at Court, 1 
dare not come thither for fear of meeting 
thoſe odious fort of Figures. I was lately 
told a Story of the Mareſchal Je Belefond, 
who was a profeſs'd* Bigot, That being at 
Maſs with one of his Friends, with whom 
he had appointed either a Meeting of Buſi- 
neſs or Pleaſure, he had the Unhappineſs to 
meet with a Prieſt, who was the Anti- 
podes to the Abbot Crei/at, and who con- 
ſequently was very long at ſaying Maſs: The 
Mareſchal, tired with his Slowneſs, turned 
towards his Friend, u hen he was Conſecra- 
ting the Cup, and ſaid in his Ear, See now 
how the Knave preaches over his Wine. 
You ſee what we mult expect from ſuch Zea- 
lots. They give themſelves the ſame Li- 
berty they do at Thoulouſc; every one turns 
their Devotions into what Form their Fancy 
chuſes, and gives what Interpretation to 
the Scriptures they "pleaſe, or the, Times 
and State of their Affairs require; But it is 
not ſo lately as Yeſterday, that theſe 

163 91 Abuſes 
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Abuſes have been introduc'd. I lately ard 
the Original of our Salict Law, andWMere 
is ſomething both whimſical and ridiculous 
in it. When the Succeſſion of our Monar- 
chy fell to a Woman, the. firſt: Prince of 
the Blood, who pretended to be preferred 
before the King's Daughter, had gained 
over to his Intereſt the greateit Preacher of 
his Time, who was then Biſhop of Amiens; 
this Prelate preaching before thoſe who 
were to decide this Controverſie, took for 
his Text theſe Words, The Lillies neither col 
- nor ſpin: Theſe. being the Arms of France, 
he l learnedly proved, and you will ſup- 
poſe by what ſtrong Arguments, That God 
having declared the Lillies did not ſpin, 

they could not, without Sin, give the Crown 
to the Diſtaff; and thus it was judged to 
the Kinſman, to the Prejudice of the King's 

Daughter; and this was the beginning 
of our Salick Law: Don't you . think it 
was a fine one? Beſides our ridiculous Bi- 
gots, here are another Sort, who are deſpi- 
ſed with the utmoſt Contempt, yet ſerve to 
make us laugh ſometimes; they are ſuch, 

whoſe great Fortunes, (to which they nei - 
ther were born, nor could hope to arrive 
by their Merit) have turn d their Heads, 
and made them giddy, by a Heighth they 
were not uſed to. Monſieur Bechamel, In- 
1 tendant 


+ 
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tendant to the Duke of Orleans, is of that 
Nah ber, of whom you remember the 
Song, which ſays, 


Cod Bleſs the King, and Bechamel the Great. 


Which, though an Irony, yet flatters the 
Vanity and Self-love of the ſaid Monſieur, 
who, becaufe he has obtain'd great Riches, 
believes himſelf a Perſon of great Merit and 
Accompliſhment : But ſome Time ſince the 
Duke of Requelaure, whoſe ill Nature every 
Body knows, walking in the Tuilleries, ſaid 
toſome Lords who were with him, I willlay 
you a Wager Igo and kick Bechamels Breech; 
I ſee him there in the Great Walk; and 
he ſhall thank me for it; and he did accor- 
dingly, ſaluting him with ſeveral Kicks on 
the Breech. and crying, Ah, Grammont ! art 
thou here? I have been hunting for thee 
this two Hours ; then immediately ſeeming 
to have found his Error, cry d, Is it you, 
- Monſieur Bechamel? fore George I took you 
for the Duke de Grammont, whom you ſo much 
reſemble, that I can hardly know you aſun- 
der, as the Duke de Grammont is one of the 
handſomeſt and moſt accompliſh'd Perſons - 
in the Court; this wilful Miſtake ſo flat- 
ter d Bechame!'s Imagination, by the great 
Idea he conceived of himſelf, that inſtead of 
being angry for the Kicks given him, he 
conſider d the Honour he had received, and 
: * ed 9 
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gave the Duke of Requelaure a thouſand 


Thanks for the Honour he had done him ; 


Thus, thovgh the Lords loft their Wager, 


they made themſelves amends with laugh- 


ing at this Adventure. It is plain, as there 
are many Fools in the World, there are alſo 


ſome witty Men: Tis true, the Number 


is fewer, and it is that makes them of grea- 


ter Value. I cannot think the ſmarteſt 


Gaſcoign had a more ready Wit than the late 
Dauphineſs ; I have heard that when ſhe lay 
in of the Duke of Burgundy, the Princeſs of 
Conti, with ſeveral other Ladies, comi g in- 
to her Chamber, they thought ſhe was 


aſleep, and dared advance no further: The 


Princeſs of Conti turning to one of them, 


faid ſoftly, Look upon Madam the Daxphi- 


neſs, the is as ugly aſleep as awake; though 
ſhe ſaid it very low, yet the Dauphin:fs, who 


doubtleſs was not afleep, heard her, and. 


immediately anſwerd Madam de Conti, Ma- 
dam, if | had been the Daughter of Love 


and Intrigue, I ſhould have been as hand- 


ſome as you. Madam de Conti underſtood 
what ſhe meant, and complained to the 
King, who commanded her to go back again 
and beg the Dauphineſs's Pardon, being in 


thoſe Days more in Favour than afrerwards. + 


The King one Day ſaying to that Princeſs, 
have been inform'd, Madam, you have a 
Siſter who is a great Beauty, peaking of 
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of the Great Dutcheſs of Tuſcany. It is 
true, Sir, anſwered the Dauphineſs, ſhe has 
carry d away all the Beauty of our Family, 
but I have had all the Happineſs. A fine. 
Collection might be made of her Apo- 
phthegms during the little Time ſhe lived. 
The extraordinary Tenderneſs ſhe always had 
for her Brother the Duke of Bavaria, then 
our Enemy, was the Occaſion of her paſ- 
ſing the latter Part of her Days with Unea- 
ſineſs enough, and that ſhe was no more re- 
er-tred at her Death; but to leave theſe ſe- 
rious Reflections, I will give you an Ac- 
count of an odd Accident which befel the 
Marquiſs de Janſon, an Officer in the Muſ- 
queteers, within a Days Journey of Paris ; 
he happened into an Inn, where there was a 
Capon roaſting at the Fire, which he be- 
ſpoke for himſelf; the Abbot Boileau com- 
ing a little after, and asking for a Supper, 
the Hoſt told him every Body had ſupped 
but the Gentleman, who had beſpoke the 
Capon, and he had nothing elſe left in the 
Houſe: The Abbot, who was ready to 
ſtarve with Hunger, look'd upon the Capon 
with longing Eyes, as it was turning round 
the Spit, and with Harlequin might have 
ſaid, The more I look the more | like. He 
ask d his Hoſt again, who told him, as be- 
fore, it was for a Gentleman that came in a 
little ſooner than he, who would ſup io his 
Chamber. Ah, ſaid the Abbot, the Gen- 

cd | * tleman 
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tleman can't eat all the Capon himſelf, de- 
ſire he would permit me to help him; ac- 
cordingly he went to the Marquiſs de Janſon, 
telling him there was a Church Man be- 
low who wanted a Supper, and defired he 
would do him the Honour to” permit his 
bearing him Company. With all my Hearr, 
_ anſwered Monſieur Janſon, he will divert 
me, bring up ſome Wine. The Abbot Bo#- 
leau was pleaſed with this Anſwer of the Mar- 
quiſs, and thank'd him for his Favour in per- 
mitting him to partake of his Supper with 
him. Sit down there, Monſieur -Curate, 
ſaid the Marquiſs gaily, and conrinuing his 
airy aſſuming Temper, began again, With 
honeſt Curate, here's thy Health. Whoever 
names the Abbot Boileau,knows he has a vaſt 
deal of Wit and Senſe, but being very hun- 
_ gry for a Time, he ſaid nothing, but fed 
heartily, and let all the wretched Things 
Janſon ſaid go unanſwerd, without any un- 
eaſineſs at being treated like a poor Curate of 
ſome Country Village. The Marquiſs ſtill 
rſiſting to carry on his Jeſt, cry d, By George, 
onſieur Curate, I muſt know who it is I 
drink with this Evening, tell me your 
Name, Sir, anſwered the other coldly, 
they call me Boileau. O fie, replied the 
Marquiſs, what a baſe Name is that, for 
Shame get your ſelf new Chriſten'd, and 
 * Boileau in French, i, drink Water, and Boivin, 
drink Wine, | Fg n 
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change your Name from Drintwater, to 
Drintwive, for Wine is much better than 
Water. The Abbot's Belly beginning not 
to be troubleſome, and he weary of the Mar- 
quiſs s Nonſence, faid to him, Now, Sir, if 
you pleaſe, in my Turn, let me know who 
it is | have the Honour to ſup with to Night 
alſo. With all my Heart, ſaid che Marquiſs, 


Tam called Jayſon . Oh fie, anſwered the + , . 


Abbot, get your ſelf Chriſten d again 
too, and inſtead of Janſon be call'd Jan- 
farine, that Name fitting you ſo much the 
more, as Flower is better than Bran. Mon- 
ſieur Janſon ſoon found who he had to do 
with, without asking any more Queſtions. 
The Abbot told this Story of Jan Bran at 
Paris, ſo that it became publick, which 
the Marquiſs de Janſon, who has but an 
indifferent Character, ſo reſented, that he 
drew his Sword upon ſeveral who put him 
in mind of the Curate's re-baptiſing him for 

doing him the fame Favour. We ſee what 
too much Havghtineſs' brings upon thoſe 
who deſpiſe others they know not, and 
who judge of People's out- ſide; a Fault 
Men are guilty of for want of a diſcern- 
ing Judgment, for thoſe of greater Under- 
ſtanding rather err by too much Civility 
to ſuch as may not deſerve it, than fail of 


© * Janſon is likewiſe John Bran, and- anfarine, John 
2 which in French is «+ much as Jack-Pudding in 
— | 
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any to thoſe that do, the ſafeſt way being 
an obliging Temper-with every Body. The 
King has given the Lieutenancy of Chan- 
paigneto the Marquiſs de Segure, formerly 
ö by the Name of the Handſome Muſ- 

82 gueteer; he has now a Leg leſs than he had, 
of 3 loſt one in the laſt War at the Battle 
of Marſal; his Adventures have made too 


much Noiſe. to be altogether unknown to 
you; nevertheleſs, ſuppoſing you have heard 
| 1 but confuſedly, to ſpare you the Pains 
of asking for a more particular Relation, 
I will acquaint you with em, for having lately 
learn d all the neceſſary Circumſtances, the 
Idea is freſh in my Memory. The Mar- 
quis de Segure was a Cadet, of a good 
Family in Gaſcozgne, but better furniſh'd 
with old Parchments and Titles, than with 
Louis d Ors: His Parents ſent him young to 
Paris, and entred him in the Muſqueteers. 
His good Mein and Perſon being all his For- 
tune, he reſolved to make the beſt Advantage 
of them, and giving himſelf wholly ro Gallan- 
try and Courtſhip among the Ladies, he made 
many Conqueſts, and committed as many In- 
fidelities: There was much Talk in the World 
of the handſome Muſqueteer. When the 
Court removed to Fontainebleau, his Com- 
pany was quartered at Nemours, where ſeek - 
ing 2 new Amuſement, he viſited the Ab- 
bels de la Joye, whoſe very Name was in- 
flaming ; ſhe was a young Nun, exceed- 


ing 
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autiful and charming, and breathed 
nothing but Mirth and Pleaſure; the hand- 
ſome Muſqueteer then muſt needs be agree - 
able to her Temper: She received him with 
an extraordinary Satisfaction, and deſired him 
to repeat his Viſits; ſo a League was ſoon 
concluded. This Cavalier ungerſtood how 
to inſpire Love to Perfection, without re- 
ceiving much himſelf, and was a true mo- 
dern Hero, and not Fool enough to follow _ 
the Examples of the Amadis's or Celadons; 
beſides the Charms of his Perſon and Wir, 
he had joind many others to them, as Danc- 
cing, Singing, and playing incomparably 
upon the Lute, Cc. the laſt being the laſtru- 
ment which made his Fortune, and gained 

him the Heart of the young Abbeſs, who 
made him play to her continually ; ſhe de- 
ſired at laſt to learn on it her ſelf ; he oblig- 
ingly offer d to teach her, and came every 
Day into the Parlour of the Convent to in- 
ſtruc her in her Leſſon: The Lady open'd 
a little Grate to take in the Lute ; but T 
handſome Muſqueteer endeavoured to per- 
ſwade her the Place from whence he inſtru- 
cted her was too far diſtant, and that ſhe 
would profit much more by Demonſtration 
than InſtruQtion, deſiring he might be as 
happy as bis Lute, and paſs through that 
little Grate. The fair one thought it was 
impoſſible, it being only wide enough to re- 


ceive Books and ſmall Boxes, and — 
= 
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of ſuch bigneſs ; but the Muſqueteer, who 
had a ſlender Shape and ſupple Body, found 
the Secret to paſs through it with no great 
Difficulty; and placing the Lady's Fingers 
upon the Strings of the Lute, took all ima - 
ginable Care to make her a perfect Scho- 
lar: Had they ſtop d there, nothing but 
Pleaſure had follow I; but the Scholar being 
become a Miſtreſs, their tender Commerce 

had ſoon after moſt dreadful Conſequences, 
concerning which the Beau Muſqueteer did 
not much trouble himſelf, but return d to 
Paris when the Court left Tontaiucbleas, lea- 
ving the Lady. to take. care; of her Affairs 
as well as ſhe could, and lhe took the only 
Way in her Power, which. was to pretend a 
Diſtemper, for which ſhe was ordered to 
drink the Waters; the. Nuns themſelves 
often do the ſame Thing in Caſes of Sick; 
neſs. Our Abbeſs choſe to take the Road 
to Verſailles, from whence ſhe intended to 
retire, and bring her young Ampbion into 
the World, and hide it and her ſelf in per- 
fect Security; ; but it fo fell out ſhe miſtoole 
her Reckoning, and Verſailles was the Place 
where this Scene was acted: She was ſur- 
prized with her Pains, and unable to carry 
her Burthen farther, or to hinder her Ad- 
venture from being knoun. The Duke ok 
S. A. who thought not he was concerned in 
the Matter, was the firſt that told the King 
a young Abbeſs was brought to Bed, and was 


very 
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very glad to divert him with the Novelty of 
ſuch a Story; but the Duke de la Feuillade, 
who came for the ſame Purpoſe, being vexed 
. with Duke S. 4. for preventing him, ſoon 
found the Means of revenging himſelf, by 
telling the Abbeſs's Name, and left the Duke 
of S. A. no more Occaſion of Mirth, when 
he knew ſhe was his Davghter, though his 
Confuſion and Sorrow added to the Mirth 
of the Story told the King, he being the 
firſt had diſcover d the Abbeſs's Shame, 
which there being no Way to hide, ſhe muſt 
undergo. Her Abbey was taken from her, 
and ſhe was ſhut up in another for the reſt of 
her Life, where all ſhe carried with her for 
her Comfort, was Monſieur de St. Segure's 
Picture, drawn like Saint Cecilia play- 
ing on the Lute ; ſhe continues her Paſſion 
for him in her Retirement, and he is the 
Object of her Devotions. It is an Opinion, 
but how true I know not, that thoſe paſlio- 
nate Letters which you fee under the Name 
of à Nun in Portugal, were written by this 
Abbeſs to Monfieur de Segure, and that to 
hide the real Scene, they have. transferred 
it to Portugal. Be it as it will, that which 
proves the Midfortane of one, often makes 


the Fortune of another, as the Ruin of the 
Abbeſs de la Foye was the makirg of Mon- 
ſieur de Segure. The King would needs fee 

this handſome Muſqueteer ; and finding him 


to his Mind, ſhewed him many Favours and 
| | Benefits 
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Benefits for his good Appearance, inſtead 
of puniſhing him for profaning a Monaſtery; 
ſo that he has been recompenſed for all the 
Circumſtances of this Piece: of Gallantry; 
for beſides the King's Favour, which his 
good Fortune obtaind him, it has gained 
him alſo an extraordinary March, for the 
Daughter of a Farmer General, who was 
left exceeding rich, had the fame Curioſi- 
ty the King had to fee him, which produced 
an anſwerable Effect, for ſhe — pleaſed 
with him, marry d him ſoon after, and 
made him a Great Man, by the large For- 
tune ſhe brought him in Marriage. Above 
all, ſhe would have that Lute-which was fo 
celebrated in her Husband's Story, and Haw 
it the other Day at her Houſe, whither I 
went, with ſeveral others, to ſpend ſome 
Hours with her. Theſe, Madam, are the 
Caprices of Fortune, and the Gallows: be- 

longs only to the Unhappy. Such an Action 
had driven any other than Monſieur de 
Segure to a Precipice, and to periſh under 
the Rigour of the Laws, or by the Reſent- 
ment of the Abbeſss Relations; while, on 
the contrary, he has come off with Tri mph, 
and gained both Honour and Riches :' After 
this, I defy the moſt refined Politicks to 
take any juſt Meaſures over their Fortune; 
the ſhorteſt is to leave our ſelves blind-fold 
to the Conduct of that blind Goddeſs. The 
: Story 


E 
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Story of this Beau Muſqueteer, makes me 
remember a Pleaſant one of the Duke of 
Burgundy when he was a Child: They gave 
him the Title of Muſqueteer for ſome Time, 
and he performed ſome of the Duties of 
that Corps : The King gave him the Choice 
of the Two Companies, and he choſe the 
Black, becauſe in it there were ſeveral young 
Princes with whom he deſired to learn the 
Exerciſe; but fome while after he thought 
he had Occaſion to repent his Choice, for it 
being his Turn to go to the King for Or- 
ders with a Grey Muſqueteer, Monſieur 
Maupertuis who commanded, ordered the 
Muſqueteer to take the Right Hand of the 
Duke of Burgundy, and not to give him 
the Precedence ; the Grey, which Mon- 
fieur de Maupertuis commanded, having 
the Precedence before the Black. The 
Duke was ſomething mortify'd with this Pro- 

ceedure,: and the King rallying him upon it, 
ask d him if he would not change Compa- 
nies, the young Prince, after having conſi- 
dered a little upon it; found an Expedient, 
and ſaid to the King, he would be both 'a 
Black and a Grey Muſqueteer, and deſired 
him to give him a Py'd Horſe : The King 
and every Body were pleasd with this 
Fancy, and lavgh'd to hear the Expedient, 


MADAM, &c, 
; „ JB 
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Was much pleaſed with read- 
2 ing your Letter, Madam, and 
laught with all my Heart 4 
the Change of the Marquiſs o 
Fan Bran to that higher Title 
of Jan Flower, and love the Abbot Bozleau 
for having ſtopt his babbling in that manner. 
Still we ſee Wit is good for ſomething ;.I 
thought at firſt you were going to tell me 
the Story of Monſieur de Pertuis,' Govers 
nour of Menin, they being ſomething a- like 
at their beginning: Monſieur” de Pertars 
travelling from Flanders to Paris, came to 
Seulis ſo late, that there was nothing left for 
his Supper in the Inn where he logg d, only 
a young Turkey at the Fire, Which was paid 
for, and beſpoke by a Geritleman, who 
would Sup alone in his Chamber. Ah 
| E-1 Q 19 ; +: good 
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good God ! ſaid Monſieur Pertuis, that ho- 
neſt. Gentleman cannot eat all that Turkey 
himfelf,” there is no ſuch Difference between 
an and Man, and ſurely never any was the 
bngry than Jam this Night, 8⁰ and deſire 

he ſp him. The Hoſt obey'd the Comm 
ſion, — return d and told Monſieur 8 
the Gentleman ſaid he would do him much 
Hondur; and if he pleas d to come, he was 
as much Maſter of "hi Supper as himſelf. 
Monſieur Pert, charm'd with this favou- 
rable Anſwer, went to the ſtrange Gentle- 
maus Chamb hom he found reading by 
the Fire; heth ank d him with a free Civility, 
Ike a Soldier, for the Pleaſure he had done 
him: It being, their manner to be foon "ac: 
Bi rn he embraced him, and ealled him 


is kriend; he found he had abundance of 
it, and . Behaviour, aud took an ex- 
traordinary Kindneſs to him; but the Stran- 
Ri anſwer'd_all his Advancks in a reſerv'd 
anner. and with great Reſpect. Mon- 
To Pertuis did not ask his Name, but in 
6 Fade le g he lived at Parit, he defired 
he would 1e Nh, and eat a Soup with him 
ac fũs We and told him d ho he was. 
bs, unknown , erſon accepted the Offer; 
N egit believ d it was not proper 
S Bis, Curioſity an farther till he 


came to bus, edging, wel ere the other pro- 


mild to Tee him; in the mean while, 
diſcourſing 
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diſcourſing of ſeveral Sciences and Learn- 
ing over their Glaſſes : Thus charm'd with 
his Comrade, they paſs d Part of the Night 
at Table, and parted with many Prote- 
ſtations of Friendſhip, and Promiſes to 
ſee one another at Paris, whither Monſieur 
Pertuis was going, while the other followed 
the Road towards Flanders. Monſieur Per- 
tuis expected his Return, believing he would 
not fail of his Promiſe, but in vain; for 
above Six Months paſs d without hearing 
any thing of him, till he met him upon the 
Pont Neuf Monſieur Pertuis immediately 
made his Coach ſtop without any Comple- 
ment to the Three Lords who were with 
him in it; he ran to take him about the 
Neck, and would by all Means have per- 
ſwaded him to make a Fifth in his Coach, 
and go Home to Dinner with him; but the 
Stranger pretended Buſineſs to excuſe him- 
ſelf, and ſtole away from Monſieur Pertuis's 
Careſſes, who was ſtrangely confounded 
when he came into the Coach again, to hear 
it was the Hangman of Paris he had been 
complimenting ; which though it abated his 
farther Ardour, yet he declared he had a 
wonderful deal of Wit and accompliſbd _ 
Manners Thus the Mouſe in le Fontaine's 
Fables, was not in the wrong when ſhe 
taught her Son. 8 


Q 2 | Judge 


aa DrarrzaAAIIX. 


; Judge not by Men's Apparel, nor their Mein, 
For Excellency is not always ſeen. 


But I heard a Story from Niſmes of a 
Learned Man called Monſieur Graverol, who 
made an Acquaintaince with ſomething 
worſe than the Hangman. This Adveature 
vill appear ſomething extraordinary, and be 
thought fabulous; I had much a- do to believe 
it my ſelf, but it is atteſted by the whole 
City, ſo you ſhall hear it. Monſieur Grave · 
rol, who was far from being a Viſionary, aſſu- 
red me of the Truth of it himſelf : He was 
alone in his Cloſet about Two of the Clock 
at Noon, when a Servant came to him, and 
told him there was a Stranger whodeſired to 
ſee him. Monſieur Graverol bid the Servant 
pray him to walkin, which having brought 
Chairs, and done, he went his way. When 
this Stranger found himſelf alone with Mon- 
ſieur Graverol, he told him, in moſt elegant 
Latin, he had heard of his Learning, and 
was come from a very diſtant Country to 
converſe with him, and diſcourſe together 
on ſeveral Subjects, which had puzzled the 
ancient Philoſophers. Graverol accepted the 
Propoſals anſwering modeſtly thoſe Praiſes 
which were given him; and ſeveral Sciences 
having been treated of, they continued not 
long in the Latin Longue, but ſpoke in Greek. 
| Monſieur 
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Monſieur Graverol, u ho underſtood the Ori- 
ental Languages, was in Admiration to hear 
the Stranger ſo perfect in them alſo, that 
they ſeemed natural to him; and being 
charm'd with the Converſation, leſt ſome 
Body might come and interrupt it, he pro- 
propoſed a Walk to him; it was fair, aod the 
out Parts of Nmmes being pleaſant, they went 
out of the Houſe to go through the Crown 
Gate, which leads towards ſome Gardens, 
where there are very fine Alleys; but being to 
go through theStreet a good diſtance from his 
Home, what was extream odd was, that 
they obſerv d Monſieur Graverol talk earneſt- 
ly, and with great Action and Geſture, but 
ſaw no Body with him; which occaſion d 
ſome of his Acquaintance to go and tell his 
Wife, that either he was beſides himſelf, or 
ſomething extraordinary ailed him. She 
order d he ſhould be ſought for every where, 
but he was got a great way from-the City, 
and walking among ſhady Alleys, where 
being hid from Interruption, he was diſcour- 
ſing on the moſt ſublime Subjects with his 
new Acquaintance ; and having run'through 
the ancient and modern Philoſophy, and 
the Secrets of Nature, they fell into the 
molt hidden Sciences, even to Magick, when 
the Stranger, tho he argued with great Skill 
and Judgment, out-run the Matter. Stop 
there, ſaid Monſieur Graverol, Chriſtianity 
23 does 
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does not permit us to go ſo far, and we muſt 
keep within thoſe Bounds which are pre- 
Acribed us; ſaying this, he was aſtoniſh'd ro 
fee no Body with him; however, he walked 
to the end of the Alley, which was bound-. 
ed by a Pale, and could go no further, but 
mult of neceſſity return back again to go 
out. This Surprize made him call or cry 
out as amazed, which occaſion'd ſeveral 


- Men who were at Work about the Trees 


near him, to come towards him: They 
obſerved he look'd pale and weak, and 
made him drink a little Wine which they 
had in a Calabaſh ; and gave him all the 
aſſiſtance they could: He ask d them if they 
had not ſeen which way the Gentleman 
went who was with him; but they aſſured 
him there was no Body came along with 
him, and were wondering he talk 'd to him- 
ſelf ; that they had ſeen him a great way 
off; being up in the Trees, but knowing he 
was a Lawyer, they thought he was com- 
poſing ſome Plea. Monſieur Graverol, 
more farpriz'd at what they had ſaid, toge- 
ther with the odd difappearing of the Strang · 
er, went Home, where he found all in a Fright 
upon the Account which had been given to 
his Wife, to whom he told all the Circum- 
ſlances, which put together, and publiſſi d 
about the City, they faid the Devil had 
come to pay a YOu to Monſieur Graverol. 
I - He 
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He told me this Story himſelf" very frankly,, 
but would conclude nothing, only ſayin} 5 
You have heard what happen'd to me, An 
now you know as much as I do, aud may. 
jadge of it as you pleaſe; Tknow no mob 
All I can ſay is, That this Stranger was both 
very learned and very eloquent, and argued 
like a Philoſopher, and neither his Manners" 
nor Conduct ſeemed to be diſorderly + but” 
after all, I cannot tell who he was, nor give” 
you any other Definition. I found in the 
Houſe' where Monſieur Graverol lodged 4 
pretty little Woman, who ſpoke her buff; 
try Jargon very agreeably; ang as the Wos, 
men of Low Languedoc are euſie in their 
Converfation, they are ſoon acquainted,” 


by which I was fo with this; but what made 
me moredeſire it was, that thePerfon'of whan 4 


Tenquired concerning her, informed me ſhe” 
had marry'd a Gentleman of 70 Years old, and 
her Condition deſerved Compaſſion, which 
made me deſire to know further: The littſe 
Woman having informed me of the whole 
Story, I cannot tell you how omitted it in 


my former Letters; but ſince Ino remem- 
ber it, I muſt acquaint” you with it, as late 


. 


as it is. This young Creature was a Citi? 


zen's Daughter of Nimer, nd at Sixteel 
Years of Age ſhe was given to a Gentleman $ 


in his Climacterical Year: The Ambition 
of her Parents moved them to make this 
| - Ws - unequal 
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uge qual Marriage; and the young Woman's 
Vanity, ſo natural to her Years, made her 
conſent to it: A Day was appointed for the 
Ceremony, and that Day which ſhould 
have been the happieſt of her Life, had 
quite another Event; the Husband, for Rea- 
ſons I neither will nor ought to enquire into, 
went to an Apothecary, who was his Friend, 
and; deſired him to prepare a Cordial, 
Streogthning Portion for the Night, forbid- 
ding it to be brought Home, for fear of giving 
Occaſion to others Mirth, ſaying, In the 
Evening he would come himſelf for it, which 
he did not fail of; but it beginning to be 
dark, and hefnot being willing to be known, 
would not ſuffer a Light io be brought, but 
went to the Place where they had promiſed 
to ſet his Bottle, and inſtead of taking that 
which was prepared for him, he unluckily 
carry'd with him a plentiful Vomitiog Poti- 
on; made for another Patient, who taking 
his high Cordial, it put him in ſuch a fever 
they thought he would have dy d that Night; 
while , our Bridegroom, who doubted. no- 
thing of the exchange of Potions, went 
into his Cloſet, and emptied his Bottle, and 
came with great Bravery to lie by his lovely 
Wife; but by that time the Company bad 
retired, and left the new Couple to thoſe 
Liberties etl allow on like Occaſtons, 
the Voir began to, have its Effect; the 
7 poor 
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poor little Woman being frighted, would have 
call d for Help, not knowing what to make 
of this ſtrange Accident, and perhaps hav- 
ing other Ideas of that Night, was in great 
Perplexity; but her Husband deſired her to 
compoſe her ſelf, and be quiet, which ſhe 
dared not diſobey, but ſpent her Time bare 
Foot to give him what Aſſiſtance ſhe could ; 
but thought he would die every Moment 
by the Violence of his convulſive Motions, 
which laſted till the Operation was over. In 
the Morning, being a little recovered, he got 
ſome Reſt; yet he was ſo weak and caſt 
down, and his Wife ſo fatigued and weary 
with tending him, that they could hardly 
ſtand upon their Legs, which. thoſe who 
came to bid them good Morrow, attributed 
to a much different Cauſe. . The Husband, 
who knew the Error of their Suppoſitions, 
had no defire to undeceive them; and for 
fear his Wite ſhould, he gave her Ten Pi- 
ſtoles to conceal the Secret, and to mske 
her ſome amends for the troubleſome Night 
ſhe had paſs'd. The little Creature told him 
innocently, If he would give her every 
Morning as much, ſhe ſhould be well con- 
tent, and never deſire any Thing elſe; ſhe 
promiſed and kept his Secret mot religiouſly, 
and ſaved him from the Rajleries to which 
he would have been expoſed, giving him 
Time enough to recover his Health, which 

es inſtcad 
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inſtead of making the right ufc of, he got a 
a Whimſie in his Head, fancying that ſo 
young and lovely a Creature would never 
ave marry'd him without Repugnance, if 
ſhe had not ſome concealed Reaſon for · ĩt; 
carrying his Suſpicions ſo far, that he be- 
heved he was choſen to cover another's 
Work: The Raileries he had heard upon 
others new marry'd, and his Wife's Beauty, 
confirmed him in this Folly, believing ano- 
ther Game had been play'd, wherein he had 
not any ſhare ; and to clear the Truth of the 
matter, he refolved to let the Time run out 
without performing the Duiies of Matri- 
mony, having ſuch a Diſappointment alrea-. 
dy; ſo that they lived together wonderful 
chaſtely, no Body perceiving this kind of 
Divorce, nor the Wife making any Com- 
plaint, but after ſeveral Months, when he 
was fully convinced of his Injuſtice and Suſ- 
picions, he would have changed his man- 
ner of Living, but he found her abſolutely 
reſiſt his Deſires. What, ſaid ſhe, was it 
then in pure Malice you have done this ? 
I thought it was Impotence, and I had the 
Virtue and Diſcretion to bear it as I ought ; 
but now I know it was from your ill Nature, 
declare you muſt reſolve to abſtain your 
whole Life from what you can ſo well do 
voluntarily for Nine Months. This is my 
Reſolution, let us live together — 
n that 
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that we may not become the publick Lavgh- 

ter, but believe all you can do, nor any 
thing in the World is capable to change my 
Final Determination. He did all he could to 
perſwade her, but in vain, then he went to her 
Father and Mother, who tried to interpoſe 
their Authority in the Diſpute: Vet the lit- 
tle Woman continued inexorable, ſo that at 
length this Affair became publick: But to 

put an end to the ſeſts of the People, her 
Relations got a Separation made by Agree- 
ment, and the little Woman return'd to her 
Father's Houſe, where ſhe has remain'd ever 
ſince, the Husband allowing her a Yearly 
Penſion or - Annuity : Thus continuing, 
without any Poſlibility of Accomodation, 
You ſee what Men get for want of that 
. Truſt they ought to have in their Wives; 
no Man ſhould marry a Wife he does not 
eſteem ; and when a Woman is eſteem'd, it 
is not juſt to ſuſpect her: Truſt is the moſt 
neceſſary thing in Marriage, and I cannot 
but approve the Conduct of the Marquis 
de M — in this Caſe, who is the Kiog's 
Lieutenant in this Province: His Wife” $Con- 
duct was not the moſt regular, which mov d 
his Relations, and thoſe who were in his 
Intereſt, ro acquaint him with what the 
World laid of it, that it might be remedied. 
The Family having a Meeting ſor this Pur- 
poſe, this agreeable News was to be told the 
Husband : After a folemn Conſideration of 
the 
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Matter, a Gentleman was pitch'd upon to 
execute this Commiſſion, who knew the 
Marquiſs's Temper ; but thinking it a 
tickliſh Buſineſs, he knew not how to 
acquit himſelf of it, but reſolved to do it 
indirectly. Monſieur, ſaid he to the Mar- 
quiſs, when they were alone, I am in a great 
Perplexity; I am obliged to defire a Huſ- 
band to take care of his Wife's Conduct, 
which is not the moſt regular in the World ; 
the Intereſt I have in what concerns him, 
in ſome meaſure obliges me to acquaint him 
with it; nay, I have Orders to do it, and the 
whole Family have engaged me to under- 
take it; but I think it a nice Point, ſuch 

Advice being not always well received, there- 
fore I have reſolvd to do nothing in it till 
I have conſulted you : You are capable of 
adviſing me, I beſeech you tell me what 
you would do were you in my Place. It 
concerns you to know the Man's Temper 
you have to do with, anſwerd the Mar- 
quiſs, but I know what he would do if he 
were of mine ; for I declare, in ſuch a 
Caſe, I would anſwer Him with a Piſtol, 
who would undertake to give me ſuch Ad- 
vice. Since it is fo, ſaid the Gentleman, I 
will not run that Hazard, but keep my Em- 
baſſy ro my ſelf. I believe, reply'd the 
Marquiſs, to tell you freely, it will be the 
better way. Thus theſe two PR 
IE who 
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who without further Explanation perfectly 
underſtood one another, broke off the Sub- 
ze ; and, in my Opinion, all prudent Men 
ſhould act anſwerably, and fave the Trou- 
ble of diverting the World, by opening 
ſuch Scenes as will then become viſible, but 
ought to be hid. A Gentleman of this 
Country might have ſaved himſelf many 
vexatious and perhaps dangerous Affairs 
had he followed this Advice, and refolved 
to endure that prudently, which he could 
not remedy: He had a handſome Wife, 
but ſomething Coquet, who loved to be 
admired, and to be in thoſe Places where 
there was moſt Pleaſure and Diverſion ; but 
Balls were her ſtrongeſt Inclination : She 
danced finely, and her Husband feared ſhe 
ſhould muke ſome ſalſe Step, therefore abſo- 
lutely forbid her that Exerciſe. This the 
Lady obey'd with Reluctance, and only 
becauſe the Reaſon of the ſtrongeſt is the 
beſt ; but at laſt, after ſhe had conſtrain d 
her ſelf a good while, ſhereſfolvd ro deceive 
her Husband by her Diſguiſe, which ſhe 
thought the Time of Carnaval might allow ; 
and accordingly, when ſhe thought him faſt 
aſleep, ſhe put on her Habit, and went to 
a Ball in the Night: But as they ſay the 
Jealous never ſleep ſoundly, he awaked when 
leaſt ſuſpected, and his evil Genius threw _ 


ſuch 
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ſuch Suſpicions in his Head, that he roſe 
and went into his Wiſe's Chamber to reſolve 
his Doubts, but not finding her in Bed, they 
became Certainties, and he reſolved to be 
revenged, believing he was betray d; and 
thinking he ſhould have an Opportunity for 
his Reſentment at the Balls, he run from one 
to another, till he thought he ſaw a Lady 
who was of the Shape and Height of his 
Wife, and danced like her: After having 
ſome Time obſerved her, being perſwaded 
it was {he he look'd for, he came up to her, 
fill'd with Rage and Jealouſie, giving her a 
Blow on the Head with his Glove, into 
which he had before put a conſiderable 
Quantity of Lead; ſhe fell immediately 
ſpeechleſs to the Ground; and this mad 
Man was confounded to find ſhe was not 
the Perſon he intended. The Lady was 
carry'd Home, where ſhe is yet very ill. 
This Extravagance was ſpeedily blown abour, 
and that jealous Husband's Wife, reſolving 
not to expoſe her ſelf to the like Treatment, 
fled to her Relations, and proſecutes him 
for deſigning to murder her, while ſhe that 
received the Blow has made Complaints to 
the Magiſtrates, and this poor Devil has at 
the ſame Time made himielf the Butt of 
two incenſed Womens juſt Reſentment ; 


one proſecuting him for the Intention, and 
the 
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the other for the Effect. I know not how 
the Judges will deal with him in this 
Caſe, nor he how he will extricate himſelf; 
but it will be a Work for our Parliament, 
_. which, when it is decided, I will impart to 
you. In the mean Time | 


4 
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Pierre“ XL. 
From PARIS. 


cob tell me ſurprizing Newsi in 
Y your Letters; the Viſion of 
Monſieur Graverol ſeems extra- 
ordinary ; and for a Parallel to 
your Story | will ſend you one 
ſomething. ot the ſame Nature; it is of the 
late Mareſchal de Faber, which I had an 
Opportunity of knowing lately by an un- 
expected Accident. Monſieur Cefar, whoſe 
Name muſt be known to you, brought me 
'2 Manuſcript, which he pray'd me to ſhew 
_ a Gentleman of my Acquaintance at Ver- 
[gf Seiler, and try by his Means to get it diſ- 
poſed of to Advantage. It was the Me- 
moirs of Monſieur Faber, written with his 
- own Hand ; formerly ſuch a Piece would 
have ſold at a very dear Rate, but the Mi- 
ſeries of the Times has prevented its being 


| fold at its Value ; and I was forced to re- 
turn 
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turn it again, becauſe it would not fetch 
what *twas worth: Vet I had the Pleaſure 
of reading it, and found things in it which 
I will impart to you. The Mareſchal % 
Faber was a Bookſeller's Son of Sedan, and 
owed only to Bravery and Merit the Ma- 
reſchal's Staff, which the King honoured 
him with; yet in that high Degree of 
Honour he never forgot his Beginning. 
He was ſo far from making a Genealogy 
that ſhould derive his Anceſtors from Kings; 
as now the faſhion is, that he would not 
v ccept ſo much as a Certificate of Gentility, 
though ſuch Proofs are eſſential to receive 
the Blue Ribbon, but told the King, moſt 
ſincerely, he had rather be without that 
Honour, than enjoy it to the prejudice of 
Truth; that he was not born a Gentleman, 
that he thought he was become ſo, but that 
he would not pretend to be what he was not. 
You muſt think ſuch generous Sentiments 
did him as much Honour in the King's 
Mind as the moſt illuſtrious Blood could 
have done; yet the Juſtice his Majeſty did 
Monſieur Faber made him many Enemies, 
who murmured againſt fo ſhining a For- 
tune, and ſpread a Report abroad, that 
he could never have raiſed himſelf; ſo 
high without the help of the Devil : And 
as I was prepoſſeſs d with this Opinion, 1 
ſought in the Manuſcriptfor ſome thing that 
1122 70 R | might 


— 


141 LETTER XL. 

might either deſtroy or conſirm it; and 
you ſhall ſee what I met that has relation to 
it. Monſieur de Faber ſays in a Part of his 
Memoirs, that one Night being in Bed, and 
making ſerious Reflections upon our mor- 
tal State, and what we are, upon what we 
have been, or what we muſt become; in the 
middle of his Sleep he heard the Curtains 
of his Bed draw, which awakening him by 
their Noiſe, he perceived a kind of a Man 
of an extraordinary ſize and figure by his 
Bed - ſide; that heasked him ſeveral Queſtions, 
and was ſurprized at his manner of an- 
ſwering all thoſe he ask d him: And at 
laſt when he had enquired of ſo many 
things, he demanded his Sentiment con- 
cermng the Original of the World : That 
learned Figure bid him hold to what 
Moſes had written upon it, and as it was 
related in Gexefis. But here he breaks off, 
and leaves a Blank for a good way ; it ſeems 
as if he intended to finiſh this Nocturnal 
Converſation ; fo that there is no judging 
by whar he left, whether he was an Angel 
or à Devil; nor does he ſay any more of 
it in the Remainder of his Memoirs, but 
paſſes on to Military Affairs and Expedi- 
tions. Thoſe who believe we have our 
Geniuss will eaſily ſuppoſe this was that 
of the Mareſchal, who after having ſerved 
him ſo uſefully came to be better * 

2 > | wrti 
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with him, and to receive his Thanks 25 


due Let it be how it will, you ſee hat 1 
read, and of this you may be aſſured. But 
there is a Story made, or rather I take it 
for a Fable to confirm the Rumour that 
Monſieur Faber held a Correſpondence with 
the Devil: For as they ſaid they had made a 
League together, they likewiſe gave our 
that the Devil came at the time ap- 
pointed to execute the Treaty, aud keep 
his Word. Now ſee how this is related: 
They ſay the Mareſchal being at his Country- 
Houſe, found himſelf ſomething indiſpo- 
ſed; and being put to Bed without taking 
any ' thing, he ordered his Valet to open 
the Window, and tell him if he ſaw any 
thing abroad; he did fo, and faid he ſaw 
nothing : Alittle while afterwards his Maſter 
gave him the ſame Command, and then 
he told him he ſaw, but at a greatDiſtance, 
a little Light like a Wax-Candle ; he open- 
ed the Window a third Time, and told 
Monſieur Faber the Light drew nearer to- 
wards the Park: It is enough, faid the Ma- 
reſchal, go to Bed; but being diſturbed at 
his Maſter's llneſs, and at what he had made 
him do, he waited ſometime at the Chamber 
Door, and heard the Window open, and 
8 Noiſe, as if ſome thing had come in 
through it; afterwards he perfectly diſtin- 


guiſhed two Voices near the Bed, arguing 
a 
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about the Time, but dared not venture to 
come in becauſe of his Maſter's Commands; 
9 laſt the Diſpute ceaſed: But in the Morn- 
ing, at the uſual Hour, when his Valet came 
into his Chamber, he found M. de Faber laid 
accrols his Bed, with his Head downwards 
and his Neck broken: It was not. doubted 
the Devil had done it, and that the Diſpute 
that was heard was about ſome Error in the 
| Calculation of the Time. This Story run all 
about Paris, and there were People of Di- 
ſlinction who believed it, and aſſiſted at 
the Inventory which was "made of his Ef- 
fects, to ſee if among his Papers they could 
find his Contract with the Devil; but there 
was nothing like it, only in his Cloſet there 
were two Mandrakes perfect in both Sexes. 
You know Mandrakes are Roots which 
imitate a Humane Form, and theſe two 
were Male and Female, embracing one an- 
other; for though theſe are Rarities, which 
a curious Man may have in his Cloſet, they 
did not fail in not finding any other Proofs 
of his League with the Devil, to ſay theſe. 
Mandrakes were the Seal of it. For my 
part, I confeſs I cannot ſufficiently. wonder 
that any rational People can have the 
Weakneſs to believe there is any due treat- 
ing with the Devil, being perſwaded he 
is not of a treatable Nature, and that if 
he were ſuch, he would have full Employ- 

| met; 
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ment; for there is hardly a Gameſter but 
would give himſelf to him a good Penny- 
worth when he loſt his Money; and we 
hear thoſe every Day, who, on ſuch a time 
call upon him in vain: He might alſo find 
ſome Practice among Lovers, — ſo many 
People Who do daily give themſelves to 
him grats, would never ſcruple it when 
they got by it. But ſuppoſe it is poſſible 
to make an Agreement with him, 1 — 
fain know to what Purpoſe ſuch a Contract 
Would be, if the Devil whenever he had a 
Mind to it, would break the Conditions, 
and ſend ſome of his Imps to tell them 
they muſt obey: If it be ſaid there is no 
ſuch danger, for he is exact in keeping his 
Word, why then don't they take it? And 
what need is there of ſigning a Contract 
on both Sides? Methinks theſe are ſuch 
ſordid things as are a ſhame to our Natures, 
and I bluſh for them. The Opinion that every 
Man has a Genius, is not altogether ſo groſs. 
Here are many People believe it, and pre- 
tend there is ſomething which warns us 
of what ſhall or may happen; and if more 
attention were want to ſuch - Advertiſe- 
ments, we ſhould commit fewer Faults than 
we do. We have a proſeſt Gameſter call d 


Madamoiſelle de Martin, Who has got it 


in her Head that ſhe has a Genius, et ſne 


is not the richer for it, but often loſes her 
R 3 Money 
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Money at Play; but ſhe ſays ſhe owes: her 
Life to it, and that it ſaved her from a 
Danger ſhe had been expoſed to the t other 
Day. This Damſel is neither fair nor young ; 
ſhe has the loclinations of a Man, rather than 
thoſe of a Woman, and runs fram Houſe 
to Houſe; where there is any Gaming, offer- | 
ing her Service in a Shirt button d like a 
Mans, in a'Night-Gown let down, and a 
Cap inſtead of 2 Cornet and Top- knots: 
In this amphibious Dreſs we ſee her going 
from Door to Door, inqueſt of Play, ſome- 
times winning, - ſometimes loſing, as Chance 
happens.” A little while ſince, being at Ma- 
— Chaulicus at the Temple, the Sitting 
having laſted till Three of the Clock in the 
Morning, Madam de St. Martin was obliged 
to go as the reſt did, and ordered her Chair- 
man to be called; but when they told her 
they were at the Stairs- Foot, ſhe turn d 
about to Madam Chaulieu, an deſired her 
to let her paſs that Night at her ' Houſe, 
for my Genius, ſaid ſhe, forbids me to go 
out; therefore, if you pleaſe, permit me to 
ſtay hete: But Madamoiſelle, faid Madam 
Cbaulieu, it may be your Genius don't know 
I have feter 2 Bed to offer you; he ought 
to have found ſome Remedy for that: It is 
no matter, Madam, ſaid the other, if you 
give me an Elbow Chair, had rather ſit 
by your Fire than diſobey my Genius: Du- 
| | ring 
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ring which time ſhe ſent for her Woman to 
bringher what ſhe wanted for that Night, 
then ſent her in her Chair Home; this Chair 
ſhut with a Spring, ſo that when it was 
ſhut the Perſon in it muſt open it; for 
thoſe without could not. A little way of, 
ſome Fhieves, who knew Madam de St. 
Martin had been at Play and won Money, 
ſtop'd the Chair, and one of the Chairman 
reſiſting, was killed, the other flying left 
his Fare to the Thieves, who were never 
the better for it, for they could not open 
the Door; and à Coach coming towards 
them prevented their breaking the Door 


open, cauſing them to fly alſo, but the Chain 


was overthrown, with the Woman in a 
Swoon, the dead Chairman lying by it, 
without any Body's taking further notice 
till it was Day, when a great Crowd furs 
rounded it, taking the frighred Woman 
out, and helping her to recover her Spirits. 
She gave them the Relation, which has 
given Madam die St. Martius Genius much 
credit, and augments her Confidence in it. 
I would fain ask her of what Sex bet 
friendly Genius is, but I imagine it is Fe- 
minine; for the Damſel is much like tha 
Counteſs of ——, who notwithſtanding her 
great Wit and Quality (for ſhe is Grand- 

Daughter to two Mareſchals of France) was 
baniſhed, becauſe, as it is (aid; ſhe loved 
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her on Likeneſs too much. Would one 
think that that ſhould produce a Crime, and 
a puuiſhable Crime too 2 So true it is, that 


the beſt and moſt innocent things may 


become evil by the bad Uſe and Abuſe of 
them. Queen Margaret ſeems to inſinuate 
in her Memoirs, that her Mother had alſo 

2 + kind of Genius, which advertiſed her of 
all that ſhould happen to her, whether good 
or evil: But the Publick was not of chat Op. — 
nion, for the Lady is accuſed of the blackeſt 
Magick, and of having been in League with 
the Devil. But now I mention Queen Mar- 
gart, I never heard till the other Day that 
the had ſo ſtrange a Weakneſs, as I am told 
ſhethad; ſhe could not hear the Name of Death 
ov Dead pronounced, and turned away her 
Gardiner immediately, for anſwering her a 
Tree was dead, when ſhe ask'd him why it 
did not thrive. | This happened in Loragas 
when that. Princeſs was under a kind of 
 Confinement, at Caſtlenaudari. You being 
in that Country, I have told you this Cir- 
cumſtance, to enquire into the Truth of it. 
F have: heard another very pleaſant one, 
which concerns Henry the Fourth: Every 
Body knows, that in his Vouth he uſed to 
go without Ceremony to Dinner to his Far- 
mers, and was extreamly familiar with his 
Domeſticks. 4 Gardiner, who in thoſe Days 


2. much of his d avour, reſolved when he 
. Was 
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was ſettled peaceably on his Throne, to 
take a Journey to Paris, and renew his old 
Acquaintance; for which Cauſe he came 
from Bears on Foot, and aſter that long 
and painful Journey, arrived at the Gates of 
our great City: There he ask d Where the 
King lived, they told him at the Louure; 
thither he came and diſcovered who he was, 
ſaying he was the King's Countryman, and 
came ſo far only to make him a Viſit, and 
they need only tell him he was ſuch a one, 
and the King would be glad to ſee him: 
His Majeſty did accordingly know his Name, 
but not thinking it fit to give him a publick 
Audience, like an Ambaſſador, ordered they 
ſnould treat him kindly, and tell him at 
Night he would ſend for him to his Bed- 
* and talk with him in private: 
The good Man obey'd, in ſpite of his Im- 
patience; but hearing the King ſupped in 
Publick, and that he might ſee him, he re- 
ſolved to procure himſelt that Pleaſure, ex- 
pecting more: He came in his Bears Cap, 
under the Protection of an Officer the King 
had commanded to take care of him. He 
was charm'd to. ſee his dear Prince leaning 
upon a Couch, ſurrounded with Lords, who 
all ſtood about him: The honeſt Man knew 
not where he was for Joy to behold. ſo 
much$Splendor and Magnificence: He look d 
pon the King / from time to ban oy 
A E 
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Signs of Wonder to him, which he did not 
think fit to anſwer ; at which the poor 


Clown was a little ſcandalized, who re- 


membred things had not been always ſo; 
but knew nothing of the Proverb, which 
ſays, That Time, Place, and Perſons muſt be 
obſerved, though, according to this Rule, 
his Majeſty waited till he was alone in 
his Bed-Chamber before he would receive 
his old Countryman : There he embraced 
him, and ask'd him in the Bearnors 
Jargon, whether he was pleaſed with what 
he had ſeen? Yes, Sir, ſaid he, only there 
is one thing that vexes me; I think yon 
have too much Pride ſince you made your 
Fortune; one would have {worn juſt now, 
to fee you among all thoſe brave Folks, that 
we had never known one another before : 
The King could not help laughing at his Sim- 
plicity : But this Speech, pronounced in the 
"Bearnois manner, has twice the Grace it 
can have by tranſlating it. The King 
*howed him abundance of Kindneſs, and 
ordered him to be made much of, and to 
be ſhowed any thing: After ſome time he 
made him Preſents, and ſent him Home. I 
heard yet of another Story of Heury the 
Fourth, that a Bearnois Taylor, ſettling at 
Paris, and having grown rich, was talking 
of the Hardneſs of the Times ; to prove 
that Paris was an ungrateful Place, See, ſaid 
he, what is to be done here, there are but 
two 


* 
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two who have made their Fortunes here, 
and thoſe are King Henry the Fourth, and 
my ſelf ; perhaps he might ſay, my ſelf 
and King Henry the Fourth, and name him- 
ſelf firſt. This Story, with that of the. 
Gardiner, were told me together, and both 
pleaſed me: If you had them before, why 
did you not ſend them to me ? ln fome 
Things the | Bearnozs Taylor was not in the 
Wrong; if his Compariſon had been equal, 
we might have agreed with him that this 
is an ungrateful Country. I ſaw t other 
Day a Man who plainly proves this Truth, 
and has ſtarved in the Black Muſque- 
teers this fifteen Years (his Name is Pe- 
relongue ), after doing the King a' very 
conſiderable Service, for which he deſerved 
to be better rewarded: One Day when his 
Majeſty was a hunting, his Horſe ſtood up 
an end, and grew dangerous; the King had 
been infallibly thrown if Perelongue who was 
near, had not taken him by main Strength in- 
to his Arms, and pull d him out of ſo great a 
Danger, which was almoſt inevitable: 
They that beheld the Action, praisd the 
Zeal and Boldneſs of the young Man, who, 
without fearing the Danger he run if he 
had fail'd in Strength or Addreſs, thought 
only of ſaving the King, without concern- 
og himſelf for the reſt : He was then but 
newly come from his Country, and no 
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Body knew who he was. The King ask d 
him his Country, he told him Bayonne, 
and that his Name was Perelongue ; has he 
was a Gentleman, but of a Family more 
loaden with Children than Riches. The 
King commanded him to go into the 
5 AC and ordered him Five Hun- 
dred Crowns, promiſing to take care of his 
Fortune. All the Court thank d him, andthe 
Dauphin in particular told him, He would 
never forget the Service he had done. This 
poor Youth had all the Reaſon in the World 
to = EF that ſomething conſiderable would 
fall to his Share, or at leaſt, that the Five 
Hundred Crowns would be continu'd every 
Lear; but ſo far were they from being a 
Penſion, this proved but a ſingle Gratifica- 
tion once for all, and Perelongue continues in 
the Muſqueeters, no more advanced than at 
firſt ; ſome ſay he is left here he was, be- 
cauſe the Adventure, not being for the Kings 
Honour, they would have it be forgotten; 
it is an Honour ta him only that ſaved him, 
for without injuring the King's Character, 
it could not be ſaid, That a Hero was capa- 
ble of Fear, for they may die, but they can- 
not be afraid; and therefore it muſt be ſup- 
pos d his Majeſty could have deliver d himſelf 
from this Danger without any others Aſſiſt- 
ance; beſides, it was not much for their Ho- 


nour to whom the Guard. of his Perſon was in 
% : truſted 


LeET TZR XI. 273 


truſted, to permit any others to take Care 
of his Preſervation, nor to ſufſer any un- 
known Countenance to approach ſo near 
him; for had he any evil Intentions, he 
might have done what he pleâs d: Where- 
fore for all theſe C e it has 
been thought fit to leave this Service 
unrewarded; but as this Accident is 
known, there has been many Reaſonings 
upon it; ſome ſay the King's Horſe was un- 
ruly becauſe the Flies ſtung him; others, 
that he was tangled in his Equipage 3 but 
thoſe who are for Wonders ſay, an Appa- 
rition appear d to the King, and his Horſe 
| being frighted, took his Bit in his Teeth, 
and his Majeſty being alſo in a fright, 
quitted his Bridle and his Stirrups; but 
theſe are a Parcel of fooliſh Tales, which 1 
ſeldom: give any Faith too; this is true, 
that Perelongue is forgotten; but to take off 

the Crime of Ingratitude, they ſay he im; 
poſed upon the King, when he ſaid he was 
a Gentleman, it being ſince known he is 
the Son of a Tradeſman : To which he 
anſwered, There was nothing contradictory 
in what he had alledgd; for in Mari- 
time Towns, Commerce was not deroga- 
tory from Gentility, but when a Dog is to 
be drowned, they ſay he is mad. Thus it 
is to no purpoſe to juſtifie one's ſelf, hen 
it is neg they ſhall by guilty. I am 
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in the like Wonder of what they can accuſe 
another Man, called Lagaarigucs, who has 
been no betrerrewarded than Perelongue, tho 
he ventured more for the King's Service : 
He was formerly ſent into Holland with 
Twelve Dragoons, to ſeize and bring with 
him Paul Sardan, a Native of Nſmes, who 
after having been engaged in the Conſpira- 
cy of the Chevalier de Rhoay, when he 
ſaw it fail, took Refuge in Holland, where 
he was called the Count of St. Paul. La- 
guarigues went thither with the Men allotted 
him, whereof ſome were falſe, by whom 
his Defign was diſcovered ; he put in Pri- 
ſon, and condemn'd to die for attempting to 
violate the Law of Nations 3 he was car- 
ried to the Place of Execution, his Eyes 
bound up, and the Executioner had raiſed 


his Hand to ſtrike off his Head, when a 


Pardon came in the nick, which Monſieur 
d'Avaux had obtain d of the late King Jil. 
liam, then Prince of Orange, and Stathol- 
der of Holland, Monſieur d Avaux, being then 
Embaſſador of France: The Hangman took 
the Cloth from before poor Laguarigues Eyes, 
and offer d to let him Blood immediately, 
that the Fright might not cauſe ſome Diſ- 
order; he knew not where he was, but 
belived he was dead, and imagined the 

Crowd were . of another World; but 


ſome French Officers got upon the Scaffold 
oy _ to 


2 


A ; | 
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wiſh him Joy, and by ſolid Reaſons proved 
he was alive, telling him he ſhould not re- 
fuſe Bleeding, as the Hangman offer d him, 
for he was a very good Surgeon, and in 
Holland they had not the Averſion for the 
Executioner as in France; yet Monkeur | 
Laguarigues would not be let Blood, oni 
thinking how to get away as ſoon as poſſi- 
ble, from a Country where he: had been 
ſo great Danger; he came to Court, and the 
King ordered him Five Hundred Crowns 
only for his whole Gratification. Was it 
worth a Man's while expoſing himſelf” to be 
hanged for ſuch a Sum ? Yer he was fo hap- 
py in thoſe Times that the Money was paid 
down; had it been now he muſthave taken 
Bills, of which, two Thirds would be loſt 
by Diſcount.  F know not how, wich ſuch 
Paper Payments, a War will be carry'd ons, 
which ſeems ſo dreadfully inflamed. I HHO 
you in my former of a,Noſegay, that Ma- 
dam de Camus preſented the King on 
St. Lewis's Day; and alſo, I think, that 
his Majeſty made that a Lady a Preſent of 
his Picture ſet with Diamonds, upon which 
the Princeſs of Epinoi ſaid, out of Jealouſy 
and Envy, or both, that the Kiog indeed 
gave her his Picture, but that Madam Te 
Camus for the Gratification of her own Va- 
nity, {et it with Diamonds at her own 
Charge, which gave Occaſion for the 
1 E following 
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following Verles, addreſs d to ada 
Camus. 


{of the ich Gife you k careſs, | 
When e er you look on it; 
The Royal Donor meant texpreſs, 
* How he eſteem d your Mit. 


A leſſer Preſent wou d ſuffice 

Don Emvy to awake - p MANA 
She rowls about her Blood. ſbot Eyes; 
Aud animates each Snake. oY 


Th infernal Fury did not dare 

The Picture to aſſail, 
But in Revenge reſolves to tear | 
The Frame-work, 7ooth and Nail. 


I believe you will like them. I can aſſure 
you they did not dilpleae any Body but 
Madam Epinot; Madam Je Camus took an 
Occaſion to ſhow them to the King, who 

could not help ſmiling at them: This ſhows ' 
what they gain, who have not Juſtice enough 
| to allow that to others which their Merit 
| "deſerves. I will not fail to ſend you what 
I think moſt capable to make you ſome 
Amends for the Diſtance there is between 
us : And defire the ſame Fat avour from vou; 


and am always, 
M44 M, _ e. 
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